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THE ARGUMENT. 


Satan having compafs’d the Earth, with meditatei 
gude returns as a imH: by night into Paradife, enters 
into the Serpent fleeping Adam and Eve in the 
anormng go forth to their labors, which Eve propofes 
to divide in feveral places, each laboring apart 
Adam confents not, alledging the danger, left that 
enemy, of whom they were forewarned, Ihould at- 
tempt her found alone Eve, loath to be thought not 
Circumfpe6l, or firm enough, urges her going apart, 
the rather defirous to make tnal of her ftrength, 
Adam at laft yields The Serpent finds her alone, 
his fubtie approach, firft gazing, then fpeakmg, with 
much flattery extolling Eve above all other creatures. 
Eve wondering to hear the Serpent fpeak, alks how 
he attain’d to human fpeech and fuch underftanding 
not till now; the Serpent anfwers, that by tafting of 
a certain tree in the garden he attain'd both to fpeech 
and reafon, tdl then void of both . Eve requires him 
to bnng her to that tree, and finds it to be the tree 
of knowledge forbidden The Serpent now grown 
bolder, \vith many wiles and arguments induces her 
at length to eat fhe pleas’d with the tafte dehbe^ 
rates a while whether to impart thereof to Adam or 
not, at laft brings Mm of the fruit, relates what per* 
fuaded her to eat thereof. Adam at firft amaz’d, but 
perceiving her loft, refolves through vehemence of 
love to penfti with her, and extenuating the trefpafs 
eats alfo of die fruit . The efFed:s thereof in them 
both; they feek to cover tlieir nakednefs, tnen fall 
to t'^anance and accufation of one another. 
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PARADISE LOST. 


BOOK IX. 


N O more of talk where God or Angel gneil 
With Man, as with his friend, familiar us^d 
To iit indulgent, and with him partake 
Rural repail, permitting him the while 
Venial diicourfe unblam^d I now mull change 5 
Tnofe notes to tragic ; foul diHruH, and breach 
Difloyal on the part of Man, revolt. 

And difobedience on the part of Heaven 
Now alienated, diftance and diilate. 

Anger and juil rebuke, and judgment given, lO 
That brought into this world a world of woe. 

Sin and her lhadow Death, and Mifery 

Death’s harbinger Sad talk, yet argument 

Not lefs but more heroic than the wrath 

Of Hem Achilles on his foe purfii^d I5 

Thrice fugitive aboutTroy wall; or rage 

Of Tumus for Lavima difefpous’d. 

Or Neptune’s ire or Juno’s, that fo long 
Perplex’d the Greek and Cytherea’s fon; 

If aafwerable Me I can obtain ZQ 

Of my celelhal patronels, tvho deigtis 
Her nightly tdiltation ummplor’d 

B z And 



PARADISE LOST. BooklX, 


And di&.tes to me flumb’nng, or mfpires 
Eafy my unpremeditated ^eife 
Since £rfi: this fubje£l for heroic fong 
PI’eas’d me long chooling, and beginning late , 
Not fedulous by nature to indite 
Wars, hitherto the only argument 
Heroic deem’d, chief maft’ry to dilTed 
With long and tedious havoc fabled knights 
In battels feign’d, the better fortitude 
Of patience and heioic martyrdom 
Unfung, or to defcnbe races and games. 

Or tiltmg furniture, imblazon’d ihields, 

ImprelTes quamt, capanfons and Heeds ; 

Bafes and tanfel trappings, gorgeous knights 
At jouH and torneament , then marlhaPd feail 
Serv'd up m hall with fewers, and fenelhals ; 

The ikiU of artifice or ojEce mean. 

Not that which jultiy gives heroic name 
To perfon or to poem. Me of thefe 
Nor ikilPd nor Hudious, higher argument 
Remains, fuEcient of itfelf to raife 
That name, unlefs an age too late, or cold 
CEmate, or years damp my intended wing 
Deprefs’d, and much they may, if all be mine. 
Not hers who bungs it nightly to my ear 
The fan was funk, and after him the ftar 
Of Hefperus, whofe office is to brmg 
Tvtilight upon the earth, fhort arbiter 
’Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 
Night’s hemifphere had veil’d th’ horizon round. 
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SookK. PARADISE LOST. 

When Satan who late fled before the tlireats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv’d 
In meditated fraud and mahce, bent 55 

On Man’s deflrudion, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himfelf, fearlefs return’d 
By night he fled, and at midnight return’d 
From compafling the earth, cautious of day. 

Since Uriel regent of the fun defcry’d 60 

His entrance, and forewarn’d the Cherubim 

That kept their watch , thence full of anguifh driven. 

The fpace of fev’n continued nights he rode 

With daiknefs, thrice the equmodbal hne 

He circled, four times crofs’d die car of night ^ 65 

From pole to pole, travelling each colure , 

On th’ eighth return’d, and on the averfe 
From entrance or Cherubic watch, hf Health 
Found unfufpedled way There was a place. 

Now not, though fln, not time, flrfl: wrought the change. 
Where Tigris at the foot of Paradife 
Into a gulf fhot under ground, till part 
Rofe up a fountain by the tree of hfe , 

In with the jiver funk, and with it rofe 
Satan involv’d m rifing mifl, then fought 75 

Where to lie hid ; fea he had fearch’d and land 
From Eden over Pontus, and the pool 
M^otis, up beyond the river Ob; 

Downward as far antariShc ; and in length 
Weft from Oiontes to the ocean barr’d Bo 

At Darien, thence to the land where flows 
Ganges and Indus . thus the orb he roam’d 
B 3 
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With narrow fearch, and with inipe£iion deep 
Confider’d every cj eature, which of all 
Mofi opportune might ferve his wiles> and found gj 
The Serpent fubtleii beaft of all the held. 

Hun after long debate, irrefolute 
Of thoughts revolv’d, his final fentence chofe 
Fit veffei, fitted imp of fraud, in whom 
To enter, and his dark fuggefhons hide 90 

From lharpeft fight for in the wily fnake. 

Whatever fleights none would fufpicious mark. 

As from his wit and native fubtlety 
Proceedmg, which in other beafts obferv’d 
Doubt might beget of diabolic power 9^ 

Adiive within beyond the fenfe of brute 
Thus he refolv’dj but firfi from inward grief 
His buriimg paifioh into plaints thus pour’d. 

O Earth, how like to Heav’n, if not preferred 
More juidy, feat worthier of Gods, as built 1 00 
With fecond thoughts, reformmg what was old * 

For what God after better worfe would build ? 
Terrefinal Heav’n, danc’d round by other Heavens 
That fhine, yet bear their bright officious lamps. 
Light above light, for thee alone, as feems, 105 
In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of facred influence ^ As God m Hea\en 
Is center, yet extends to all, fo thou 
Centring receiv’fl: from all thofe orbs, in thee, 

Not in themfelves, all their known virtue’ appears 2 10 
Proda£bve in herb, plant, and nobler birth 
Of creatures animate with gradual life 


Of 
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Book K* FARABISIl LOST, 

Of growth, fenfe, reafon, all fumm’d up in Man* 

With what delight could I have walkM thee round. 
If I could joy m ought, fvveet interchange 1 15 

Of hili, and valley, nvers, woods, and plains. 

Now land, now fea, and Ihores with foreft crowned. 
Rocks, dens, and caves * but I m none of thefe 
Find place or refuge ; and the more I fee 
Pleafures about me, fo much more I feel 1 20 

Torment withm me’, as from the hateful jSege 
Of contraries ; all good to me becomes 
Bane, and m Heaven much worfe would be my ftate* 
But neither here feefc I, no nor m Heaven 
To dwell, unlefs by mail'rmg HeavVs Supreme; 125 
Nor hope to be myfelf lefs miferable 
By what I feek, but others to make fuck 
As I, though thereby worfe to me redound: 

For only in deHroying I find eafe 

To my relendefe thoughts; and him defiroy^d, 130 

Or won to what may work his utter lofs. 

For whom all this was made, ail this will fom 
Follow, as to him link’d m weal or woe ; 

In woe then, that deftru^oa Wide may range* 

To me ihall be the glory foie among 13I 

Th* infernal Fow*rs, m one day to have marry 
What he Almighty fhl’d, fix mghts and days 
Continued making, and who knows how long 
Before had been contrivmg, though perhaps 
Not longer than fince I m one night freed 1^ 

From fen-ntude inglorious well mgh half 
fh’ angelic name, and thinner left the throng 
B4 
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Of lus adorers . he to be avengM, 

And to repair his numbers thus impairM, 

Whether fuch virtue ipent of old now fail’d 145 
More Angels to create^ if they at leaH 
Are his created, or to Ipite us more. 

Determin’d to advance into our room 
A creature form’d of earth, and Inm endow. 

Exalted from fo bafe original. 

With heav’niy Ipoils, our fpoils What he decreed 
He’ effeded, Man he made, and for him built 
Magnificent this world, and earth his feat. 

Him lord pronounc’d, and, O indigmty * 

Subjeded to his fervice Angel wings. 

And flammg minifiers to watch and tend 
Their earthly charge Of thefe the vigilance 
I dread, and to elude, thus wrapt m mill 
Of midnight vapor glide obfcure, and pry 
In every bufli and brake, where hap may find 
The ferpent fleeping, m whofe mazy folds 
To hide 'me, and the dark mtent I brmg 
O foul defcent ’ that I who erH contended 
With Gods to fit the high’efi, am now confirain’d 
Into a beafi, and mix’d w%th befbal fiime, 

This effence to incarnate and imbrute. 

That to the highth of Deity ai^ir’d ; 

But what will not ambition and revenge 
Defcend to ^ who afpires mull dowm as low 
As high he foar’d, obnoxious firft or lall 1^0 

To bafefi: thmgs Revenge, at firll though fweet. 
Bitter ere long back on itfelf recoils , 
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Book IX. PARADISE LOST. 

Let It ; I reck not. To it light well aimM, 

Since higher I fall ihort, on him who next 
Provokes my envy, this new favonte lyj 

Of Heaven, this man of clay, fon of defpite. 

Whom us the more to Ipite hxs Maker rais’d 
From dui! fpite then with fpite is beli repaid. 

So faying, through each thicket dank or dry. 

Like a black mi& low creeping, he held on 2 So 
His midnight learch, where fooneli: he might find 
The ferpent * him fall lleepmg foon he found 
In iabyrmth of many a round felf-rollM, 

His head the midfi, well fior’d mth fubde wiles . 

Kot } et m hornd fhade or difmal den, 285 

Nor nocent yet, but on the grafiy herb 
Fearlefs unfear’d he flept. m at his mouth 
The Devil enter’d^ and his brutal fenfe. 

In heart or head, poffeifing foon mlpir’d 

With 3 . 6 : inteliigential , but his fleep 190 

Difturb’d not, waiting clofe th’ approach of mom. 

Now when as facred light began to dawn 

In F den op the humid flovv’rs, that breath’d 

Their morning mcenfe, when all things that breathe. 

From th’ earth’s great altar fend up filentpraife 295 

To the Creator, and his noMs fill 

With grateful fmell, forth came the human pair. 

And join’d their vocal worlhip to the quire 
Of creatures wanting voice 5 that done, partake 
The feafon, prime for fweetelt fcents and airs . 200 

Then commune how that day they belt may ply 
Their growing work for much their work outgrew 

The 
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PARADISE LOST. Bookie 

The hands difpatch of two gardening fo wide. 

And Eve firit to her hniband thus began 
Adam, well may we labor flail to drefs 205 

This garden, M to tend plant, herb, and flower. 
Our pleafant talk injoin^d, but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labor grows, 

Luxunous by reftramt, what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, aio 
One night or two with wanton growth dendes 
Tending to wild. Thou tlierefore now advife. 

Or bear what to my mind firfl: thoughts prefent; 

Let us divide our labors, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where mofl: needs, whether to wind 215 
The woodbme round this arbor, or dire£b 
The clafpmg ivy where to climb, while I 
In yonder fpring of rofes intermix^ 

With myrtle, find what to redrefs till noon : 

For while fo near each other thus aB day 220 

Oar talk we choofe, what wonder if lb near 
Looks intervene and fimles, or objed new 
Cafual difcourfe draw on, which intermits 
Oar day’s work brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th’ hour of fupper comes unearn’d. 225 
To whom nuld anfwer Adam thus return’d. 

Sole Eve, aflbciate ible, to me beyond 
Compare above all living creatures dear. 

Well hall thou motion’d, well thy thoughts employ’d 
How we might beB fulfil the work which here 230 
God hath aflign’d us, nor of me lhait pafs 
Unprdb’d * for nothing lovelier can be found 
4 
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In vvoirar, than to fisidy hoailiold good. 

And good works m her hufband to promote. 

Yet not fo iindiy hath our Lord imposed 235 

LaDor> as to debar us when we need 
Refiefhment, whether food, or talk between. 

Food of the mind, or this fweet intercoarfe 
Of looks and fmiies, for fmiles from reafon flow. 

To brute deny*d, and are of love the food, 240 
Love not the lowed: end of human Me* 

For not to irkfome toil, but to dehght 

He made us, and delight to reaibn jom’d 

Thefe paths and bowVs doubt not but our jomt hands 

Will keep from wildernefs with eafe, as wide 245 

As we need walk, tilt younger hands ere long 

AfllH us . but if much conveife perhaps 

Thee fauate, to ihort abfence I could yield ; 

For fohtude fomeumes is bell fociety. 

And ihort retirement urges fweet return. 250 

But other doubt poflelTes me, lefl harm 
Befall thee fever’d from me ; for thou know^ll 
What hath been warn’d us, what mahaous foe 
En^wmg our happmefs* and of his mm 
Defpainng, feefcs to wwk us woe and lhame 255- 
B) fly affault; and fcmewhere mgh at hand 
V/atches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His and bell advantage, as afunder, 

Hopelefs to circumvent u$ join’d, where each 
To other fpeedy aid might lend at need j 260 

Whether his firll defign be to withdraw 
Our fealty from God, or to diftorb 


Conjugal 
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Book 12^ 


PARADISE LOST 

Conjugal love, than which perhaps no blifs 
Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more. 

Or this, or worfe, leave not die faithful fide 265 
That gave thee be’ing> fiill lhades thee and protefts. 
The wife where danger or difhonor lurks, 

Safeft and feendieil: by her hufband Hays, 

Who guards her, or with her the worfi: indores. 

To whom the virgin majefiy of Eve, 270 

As one who loves, and fome unhudnefs meets. 

With iweet auliere compofure thus reply'd. 

Offspring of Heav'n and Earth, and all Earth's Lofe 
That fuch an enemy we have, who feeks 
Our ruin, both by thee inform'd I learn, 275 

And from the parting Angel over-heard. 

As m a lhady nook 1 flood behind# 

Juft then return'd at fhut of evening flowers. 

But that thou fhouldft my firmnefe therefore doubt 
To God or thee, becaufe we have a foe 280 

May tempt it, I expelled not to hear. 

Hjs violence thou fear ft not, being fuch 
As we, not capable of death or pain. 

Can either not receive, or can repel. 

His fraud is then thy fear, which plain infers sij 
Thy equal fear that my firm faith and love 
Can by his fraud be ihaken or feduc'd ; 

Thoughts, which how found they harbour m thy breaft, 
Adam, mif-diought of her to thee fo dear 
To whom with healing words Adam reply ’d. 290 

Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, 

For fuch thou art, from fin and blame entire 


Not 
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Not diffident of thee do I difluade 
Thy abfence from my fight, bat to avoid 
Th^ attempt itfelfi intended by our foe, 295 

For he who tempts, though’ m vain, at leaft afperfes 
The tempted with difhonor foul, fuppos’d 
Not incoiruptible of faith, not proof 
Agamfl temptation thou thyfeif with fcorn 
And anger wouidii refent the offer’d wrong, 300 
Though meffedluai found : mifdeem not then. 

If fuch affront I labor to avert 

From thee alone, which on us both at once 

The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare^^ 

Or daring, firil on me th’ affault fhaE hght. 305 
Nor thou Ills malice and falfe gmle contemn ; 

Subtle he needa muff be, who could feduce 
Angels , nor think feperflaous others aid. 

I from the mfiuence of thy looks receive 

Accefs m every virtue, in thy fight 3 10 

More wife, more watchful, ftronger, if need were 

Of outward ftrength ; while fhame, thou liifsjang on. 

Shame to be overcome or over-reach’d 

Would utmoll idgor rapsc, and rais’d unite. 

Why fiiouldff not thou like fenfe within thee feel 3 15 
When I am prefent,nnd thy trial choofe 
With me, befi witnefe of thy virtue try’d ? 

So fpake domeftic Adam m his care 
And matrimonial love ; but Eve, who thought 
Lefs attributed to her faith fincere, 320 

Thus her reply with accent fweet renew’d. 

If this be our condiuon, thus to dwell 

In 



*4 PARADISE LOST. Rjuko; 
In narrow circuit ftraiten’d by a foe. 

Subtle or violent, we not indued 
Single with like de&nleji wherever metj 
How are we happy, M m fear of harm » 

But harm precedes not fin. only mu- foe 
Temptmg affronts us with his foul efteem 
Of our integrity : his foul efteem 
Sticks no diftionor on our front, but toms « 

Foul on himfdf, then wherefore Ihunn’d or fear’d 
By us ? who rather double honor gain 
From his formife prov’d falfe, find peace within. 
Favor from Heav’n, our witnefs, from th’ event- 
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And what is faith, love, virtue unaflky’d 
Alone, without exterior help fuftain’d ? 
Let us not then fuiped our happy ftate 
Left fo unperfea by the Maker wife. 

As not fecure to fin^e or combin’d. 

Fml is our happmefs, if this be fos 
And Eden were no Eden thus e:qx)s’d. - 
To whoin thus Adam fervently reply’d, 
O Woman, are thmgs as the will 
Of God ordain’d them, hts a^tiag hand 
Nothing imperfedl or defiaent left 
Of all that he create4 much left Man, 

Or ought that aught his hafpy ftate feeure, 
Secure from outward force; withm himfelf 
The danger Hes, yet lies within his power 
Agamft his will he can receive no hann. 
But God left free the will, for what tfoeys 
Reafon, is free, and reafoa he made nght. 
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But bid her well be ware, and ISU ereft, 
hy feme £m appearing good ftirpn$^d 
Sbs diftate falfe, and milmfom the will 355 

To do what God exprcHy hath forbid. 

Not then miftruil, but tender love mjoms. 

That I fhoiild mind thee oft, and mmd thou me* 

Firm we fubdft, yet podibie to iwerve. 

Since reafon not impoSibly may meet 360 

Some Ipedious objeft by the foe fubomM, 

And fall into deception imaware. 

Not keeping ftriS:eft watch, a$ Ihe was warn’d* 

Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 

Were better, and moft likely if from me 365 

Thou fever not . trial will come msfonght. 

Wouldft thou approve thy conftancy, approve 
Firfi: thy obedience 5 th* other wdio can know. 

Not feeing thee attempted, who atteft? 

But if thou think tiial unfoaght may find 370 

Us both feeuxer than dins warned thou feem’ft. 

Go ; for thy Iby, not free, ^lents th^ more; 

Go in thy native innoceime, rely 
On what thou haft of fiimmon ^ 

For God tow^ards thee hath done his partr do thine. 

So Ipake the patriarch of mankind; bat Eve 
Perfiftmg, yet fubmif^ thmig^ laft, leply’d. 

With thy perimfikm dien, and thus forewarn'd 
Chiefly by what thy own laft leafbdbg words 
Touch’d only, our trial, when tmgh^ 

May find us both perhaps for left prepar’A 
The wilhnger I gev nor mudi eiqpea 


A foe 



PARADISE LOST* 

A foe fo proud wH firil: the weaker feefc; 

So bent, the more ftiali fhame him his repulfe. 

Thus faymgi from her hufband^s hand her hand 385 
Soft Ihe viathdrew, and hke a Wood-Nymph hght^ 
Oread or Dryad, or of Debars tram. 

Betook her to the groves, but Debars felf 
In gait furpafs’d, and Goddefs-bke deport. 

Though not as fhe with bow and quiver arm’d, 33^ 
But with fuch gard’mng tools as art yet rude, 
Gmldefs of fire, had form’d, or Angels brought 
To Pales, or Pomona, thus adorn’d, 

Likefi Ihe feem’d, Pomona when fhe fled 
Vertumnus, or to Ceres m her pnme, 

Yet virgin of Proferpina from Jove* 

Her long with ardent look his eye purfued 
Delighted, but definng more her ftay 
Oft he to her his charge of quick return 
Repeated, fhe to him as oft engag’d ^ 

To be return’^d by noon amid the bower. 

And all dungs m bell order to invite 
Noontide repaft, or afternoon’s repofe. 

O much deceiv’d, much feilmg, haplefs Eve, 

Of thy prefum’d return * event perverfe 1 jjoj 

Thou never from that hour in Paradife 
Pound’ft either fweet repaft, or found repofe ; 

Such ambufh hid among fweet fiow’rs and ihades 
Waited wadi helhfh rancor imminent 
Ta mterc^t diy way, or fend thee back 
Delud’d of innocence, of faith, of blifs. 

For now, and fin^e firft break of dawn the Fiend, 
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Mere ferpent m appearance, fordi was come. 

And on his quell, where likeheil he might find 
The only two of manfcmd, but in them 415 

The whole included race, his purposed prey. 

In bow^r and field he fought, where any tuft 
Of grove or garden-plot more plealant lay. 

Their tendence or plantation for de%ht* 

By fountain or by lhady nvulet 42^ 

He fought them both, but wiih^d his hap might find 
Eve feparate, he wifli’d, but not with hope 
Of what fo feldom chanc’d, when to his wifii. 

Beyond his hope. Eve feparate he fpies. 

Veil’d m a cloud of fragrance, where ihe flood, 4^ 
Half ipy’d, fo thick the rofes blofiimg round 
A.bout her glow’d, oft Hooping to fapport 
Each fiow’r of flender flalfc, whofe head though gay 
Carnation, purple’, azure, or Ipeck’d with gold. 

Hung droopmg unfuflam’d| them ihe upftays 4^ 
Gently with myrtle band, mmdlefe the while 
Herfelf, though fairefl unfupported flower. 

From her befl: prop fo far, ftorm fo mgh. 

Nearer he drew, and many a walk travers’d 
Of ilateheil covert, cedar, pinei nr 43 j 

Then iolubfe and bold, now hid, now feea 
Among thick-woven arborets and flowm 
Imborder’d on each bank, the hand of Eve ; 

Spot more dehcious than thofe gardens feign’d 
Or of reviv’d Adpms, or renown’d 440 

Alcinous, hofl of dd JLaertes* i^n* 


Or that, not myflic^ where the iapieat kir^ 

Vox.* XL C H- 
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Held dalfiance with his fair Egyptian l^^srafe. 

Much he the place admired, the perfon moie. 
jAs one who long in populous aty pent, 

Where houfes duck and fewers aimoy the air. 

Forth iffumg on a fummer^s mom to breathe 
Among the pleafant villages and ferns 
AdjoinM, from each thmg met concdves dehght, 
The fmell of grain, or tedded grafi, or kme, 

Or dally % each rural fight, each rural found; 

If chance with nympMifce fiep fair virgin pafs. 

What pfeafing feem^d, fe her now pleafes more. 

She mofi, and in her look films all delight t 
Such pleafure took the Serpent to behold 4 jy 

This £ow*rj plat, die fiveet recefs of Eve 
Thus early, dius alone; her heavenly form 
Angelic, but more foft, and feimmne. 

Her graceful innocence, her every air 
Of gefiure or ieaft aCtion overaw'd 4S11 

His mahCe, and Wilh^rapm iweet bereavM 
His fiercentfs of the fierce intent it brought : 

That Ipace the EvS^^one aWiradled flood 
From his own ev*hl, and for the nme Ternmn'd 
^tscpidiy good, ofcmmty dsfarm'd, 4^ 

Of guile, of hate, trf envy, of revenge; 

But the hot Eel! that always ii him bums, 

Thoegh in mid Heav'n, foon ended his delight. 

And tortums Inmnow more, the more he fees 
i 3 l* pleafure not for him ordain'd : then foon 4^ 
Fierce hate he recoliefb, and all ins thoughts 
Of mifehief, granfiadpg, thus excites, 

5 Thong^ 
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ThoughtSit wlufher h&rc ye Jed me i wjth wljal: fweet 
Compuliion thus tr^niported to forget 
Wiiat hither brought «$ * hate, not Jove, iscar hope 475 
OF Paradife for HeU, hope here to tafte 
Of pleafure, but all pleafee to deftroy. 

Save what is m deftroymg, o^er joy 
To me 1$ loft Then let me not Je^t pafe 
Occafton which now fmiles 5 behold aloi^e 4P0 

The womam opportune to aft attempt^ ^ 

Her hulband, for I View far round, mot njgh, 

Whofe higher jntehe^ual more I ftun. 

And ftrength, of cowrftge haughty, ^d of limb 
JJeroic built, though of terreftnai mold, 4S5 

Foe not mformidable, ej^empt from wound, 

I not, & much hath if eh debas’d* and paia 
Infeebled me, to I ws^ in Heaven. 

She fair, divmejy fau> it love for Qp^, 

Not ternble, though terror be n[i Jove 49Q 

And beauty, x\Gt ^piu'Oacb’d by iltopg^r hate# 

Hate ftronger, under Ihow of love weft feign’d. 

The way which toher/w now I >^d* 

So fpake the enemy^ of ma^bnd, 
in ferpenf, inmate bad, and JEoward ^ve 49$ 

Addrej&’d his way, not with indented 
Prone on the ground, as fisce, bi|t m Ms rear. 

Circular bafe of ite JW«r^d 

Fold aboYo Ibid a 

Cxefted aloft, and cacWd? ina eyes , 

Wiih burailh’d of nerdant gpid, ene^t 

Amidft his eircj^ om the gnaS 
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Floted redandaftt pkafing was Ms fhape 
And lovely; never iince of ferpent kind 
Lovelier, not thofe that in Illyna changM 
Hermione and Cadmus, or the God 
In Epidaurus, nor to which transform’d 
Ammonkn Jove, or Capitolme was feen. 

He with Olympias, this with her who bore 
Scipio the highth of Rome, With trad oblique 
At fir5, as one who fought accefs, but fear’d 
To interrupt, fide-Iong he works his way. 

As when a £hip by fkilful fteerfinan wrought 
Nigh river’s mouth or foreland, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft & fteers, and ihifts her fail , 

So varied he, and of his tortuous tram 
Curl’d many a wanton wreath in fight of Eve, 

To lure her eye, file bufied heard the found 
Of rufimg leaves, but minded not, as us’d 
To fuch difport before her through the field. 
From every beafi, more duteous at her call. 

Than at Circean call the herd difgms’d* 

He bolder now, uncall’d before her flood. 

But as in gasse adminng , oft he bow’d 
His turret creft, and fleck enamerd neck. 
Fawning, ami hck’d the ground whereon ihe trod. 
His gentle dumb expreflion turn’d at length 
The eye of Eve to mark his play , he glad 
Of her attention gain’d, with ferpent tongue 
4?|ganK:, or impulfe of vocal air. 

His fraudulent temptation thus began 
Wonder not, fovran Mxftrefs, if perhaps 
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Thou canfl, who art foie wonder, much lefs am 
Thy looks, the Heaven of mildnefs, with diidain^ 
DiipIeasM that I approach thee thus, and gaze 535 
Infatiate, I thus fingle, nor have fear’d 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir’d, 

Faireli refembknce of thy Maker fair, 

Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift^ and thy celeHial beauty’ adore 34a 

With ravilhment beheld, there beH beheld 
Where umverfally admir’d s bu|: here 
In this inclofure wild, thefe beafls among. 

Beholders rude, and fhallow to dsfcem 
Half what in thee is fair, olie man except, 545 

Who fees thee’ ? (and what is one who fhouldft be fcen 
A Goddefs among Gods, ador’d and ferv’d 
By Angels nuxnberlels, thy daily tram 
So gloz’d the Tempter, and hjs proem tim’d ; 

Into the heart of ^ve his words made way, f 30 
Though at the voice mneh maivelhngs length 
Not unamaz’d ihe thus in anfwer Ipake, 

What may this mean ? language of man pnmoonc’d 
By tongue of brute, and human &n{e exprels’d I 
The firll at leafl of thefe I thought deny’d 55I 

To beafls, whom God on their crcatum-day 
Created mute to aU articulate* fband ; 

The latter I demur, for in their kx&s 
Much reas’on, and m their a^ons oft appears. 

Thee, Serpent, fubdeft bealt of all the field gfo 
I knew, but not with human vmee mduedi 
j^edouhle |hen ihi^ mmSsk md % , 
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How tzta^fk diou fpe^kable of mute, and how 
To me fo friendly grown above the reft 
Of brutal kind, that daily arc in %ht eg- 

Say, for fuch wonder clame$ attention due. 

To whom the gmleful Tempter thus reply’d. 
Emprefs of this fair world, rfe|plendent Eve> 

Eafy to me it is to tel! thee all [obeyed; 

What thou command’ft, and r%ht thod ihouldft bet 
I was at firft as other beafts tliat graze 
The trodden herb, of abjea thoughts and Idw> 

As was my food, nor odght bdt food difeem’d 
Or fex, and apprehended nothing high : 

Till on a day roving the iSld, I chancM Wfk 

A goodly tree ftr diilant to behold 
Loaden with fruit of feirfefc colors mix'd. 

Ruddy and gold * I nearer dfew tb gaze; 

When ironi the bbii^hs a ikvory Oddr blown, 

Grateful to appetite, more pleas'd mj fenie 
Than iinell of fweeteft fcnel, oi the teats ^ 

Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 
Unfaek'd of IkJnb oir kid, that tend their pliy. 

To fatisfy the fharp iiefire I had 
Of tailing thofe fair apples, I refolv^d jgj 

Not to defer; hunger and thirft at once, ^ ^ 

Pow’rful perfuaders, quicken’d at the feent 
Of that alliirmg Iruir, urg'd me fo keen. 

About the liioITy trank I wound me fefen, 

Fdt high from ground the branches would require 
Thy utmoft reach or Adam '5 ^ Round the tree 
All other beafts that faw^, wiA hke defire 
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Longing and entr3ang Hood, but could not readu 
Amid the tree n(m got, where plenty hung 
Tempting fo mgh, to pluck and eat my fill 555 
I ipar’d not, for fach picture till that hour 
At feed or fountain never had I found. 

Sated at length, are long I might perceive 
Strange alteration in to degree 
Of rea&n in my inward powers, and 5 >eech So» 
Wanted pot long, though to tb^ fbape retaia^i 
Thenceforth to fpeculations high or deep 
I turn’d my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Coniider’d all tbngs vifible m Heayen, 

Or Earth, or Middle, all tbngs &ir and good; 605 
But all that fair and good in thy djyjne 
Semblance, and in thy beausty’s heav’nly ray 
United I beheld ; no &r to tbno 
Equivalent or fecond, which compdl^d 
Me thus, though iii^portipie perhaps, fjo owf tf 
And gaae, and worlbp thee of right declared 
Sovran of creatures, upavei^ Parse, 

So talk’d the ij^fed % |h^; md Ivf 
Yet more amaz’d unwary tha* r^y^d* 

Serpent, thy overpraifisg kaves m doubt 
The virtue of that j&mt, in thee firfi: prov’d ; 

But fay, where grows the tree, &om hfice how i 
For many are the trees of Gfd that grow 
In Paraife, and vaimui, y8| untew 
To us, in fuck abundant |iei ch#c% 

As leaves a greater fiore 
Still hanging li 0m 
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Grow up to their provifion, and more 
Help to dilhurden Nature of her bjrth 
To whom the wily Adder, blithe and glad. 
Emprefs, the way is ready, and not long. 

Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat. 

Fail by a fountain, one fmall thicket paft 
Of blowing myrrh and balm , if thou accept 
My condudf, I can bring thee thither loon. ( 
Lead -then, laid Eve. He leading fwifdy rofl’i 
In tangles, and made mtiicate feem flrait. 

To mifohief fwift. Hope elevates, and j<y 
Bnghtens his creft, as when a wand’nng fire, 
Qompaa of nnauons vapor, which the mght 
Condenfes, and the cold environs round, 

Kmdied through agitation to a flame. 

Which oft, they fay, fome evil Spi’nt attends, 
Hovenng and blazmg with delufive hght, 

Mifleads th^ amaz^dmght-wand’rer from his way 6m 
To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool, 
There fwaflow’d up and loft, from luccour far. 

So ghfter'd the dire Snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous mother, to die tree 

Gfprohibitioa, root ofall our woes frt# 

Whch when Ihe faw, thus to her guide Ihe fpake 

Fmdefs to me. though frmt be here to’ excefs, 

^e credit of whofe virtue reft widi thee, ' 

WoHi^us indeed, if caufe of fiich eShas. 

Bid of thiseee we may not tafte nor touch; 

God fo commanded, and left that comaaod 
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Sole daughter of his voice; the reft, we hve 
Law to ourfelves, our reafou is our law. 

To whom the Tempter guilefully reply^d, 655 
Indeed * hath God then faid that of the frmt 
Of all thefe garden trees ye lhall not eat. 

Yet Lords declar’d of all in earth or air ? 

To whom thus Eve yet iinlefs. Of the fruit 
Of each tree m the garden we may eat, 660 

But of the fruit of this fair tree amidft 
The garden, God hath faid. Ye ihall not eat 
Thereof, nor lhall ye touch it, left ye die, [bold 
She fcarce had faid, though bnef, when now more 
The Tempter, but with ihow of ssea! and love 665 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong. 

New part puts on, ami as to paftion movM, 

Fluctuates difturb’d, yet comely and in afr 
Rais’d, as of Ibme great matter to begin. 

As when of old fomc orator reno«^^d 6/0 

In Athens or free Rmne, where eloquence 
FlonCh’d, fince mute, to fame great caude addrcfr’d 
Stood m inmfdf collefred, wh 3 e each part. 

Motion, each siB mm audience ere the tongue. 
Sometimes m highth began, as bo delay 675 

Of preface brooking lhit»u^ ^ aea! of i%ht. 

So ftanding, m0ratg> 'm highth gmm^ 

The Tempter all impa^on^d thus began. 

O facred# wife w^iifKIatt^gnrmg Plants 
Mother of faencK, bow I feel thy power 680 

Within me dear, iiot ody to 
things m thdr canfe^ nmce ih& ways 

Of 
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Of kxgheft ageftts, deem’d however wife. 

Queen of this imiverfe> do not believe 
Thofe rigid threats of death , ye fhall not die: fijj 
How Ihould yon ? by the fruit } it gives you lift 
To knowledge ; by the tbreatner ? look on me. 

Me who have touched and tailed, yet both live. 

And life more perfect have attain’d than ftte 
Meant me, by vent^rmg higher than my lot. 

Shall that be flint to Man^^ which to the Beaft 
Is open ? or Will God incenfe hxs ire 
For fuch a petty trelpafs, and not praife 
Rather your dauntitefs virtue, whom the pain 
Of death denounc’d, whatever thing death be, 
Deterr’d not from achieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil $ 

Of good, how juft i of evil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, fiace eafier flmnn’d ? 

God therefore cannot hurt yon, and be juil ; yn 

Hot juft, not God 5 not :fear’d then, nor obey’d ; 
Your fear ilfelf of death removes the fbar# 

Why then ms this ftnbidl ^ Why but to awe. 

Why but to keep yon low md ignorant^ 

HiA worfliippersj he knows diat m the day yoj 
Ye eat thereof, yotfr eyes that feem & deUr# 

Yet are but dim, ihail per^^y be then 
Open’d and clear’d, and ye fhall be as Gods, 
Knowing both good and eyil as they know* 

ThAt ye lhall 1^ as Gods, iince I as 
Internal Man, is fant proportitm meeti 
I of brut^ hWAU, ye ofbmm Gods, 
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So ye fhall die perhaps, by ptittitig dF 
Human, to pot on Gods ; death to be wiflt^d. 

Though thre^tten^d, which oo worfe thaft this can bmg* 
And what are Gods that Man may not becoine 
As they, participating God-like foOd I 
The Gods are firft, and that advantage trfe 
On our befefi fhat all them procfedds $ 

I que&on it, for this Fair tarth I ike, yao 

%Varm’d by the fun, producing every kind. 

Them nothing if they all Ihingsj who ihcIosM 
Knowledge of good and evil in this trefe. 

That whofo eats thereof, forthwith attains 
Wifdom without their ICav6 ^ and wh#elh lies 
Th* ofFenfe, that Man fiiOuId thus attain to know ! 
What can your knowledge hurt him, ffiii tf efi; 

Impart agaiaS hih wiS if all bfe fas f 
Or IS It envy, dnd cab ehVy dwefi 
In heav’nly bieafts ? tfaefe^ and li^y 
Caufes import your heed of this fair frvjL 
Goddefs humane^ reach then, and faeeiy tafle 
He endedj and hiS Wards giii 

Into her heart too ealy entrmice Wbk : 

Fus’d on the fruit fee gae’d, which to tebold ylj 
Might tempt alone, and in k&t ears fee fteid 
Yet rung of his pCrfeafeH? wcSrds, 

With reafon, to her fefemmg, imd wttM irnth ^ 

Mean while fee honr of nomu dtew oti* wA*d 
An eager appetite, rais*d by tl^ fraeil 
So favory of feat falil, Whliil Wife idil% 

Inclinable now grdWn m 
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Solicited her longing eye ; yet firH: 

Paufing a while, thus to herfelf fhe musM. 

Great are thy virtues, doubdefs, beH: of fruits, 745 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be* admir’d, 
Whofe tafte, too long forborn, at firfi: affay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for ipeech to ipeafc thy praifgf 
Thy praife he alfo who forbids thy ufe, 7j^ 

Conceals not from us, naming thee the tree 
Of knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil j 
Forbids us then to tafte, but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee commamcated, and our want : 7j j 

For good unknown, fare is not had, <?r had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 

In plain then, what foibids He but to know. 

Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife ? 

Such prohibitions bind not. But if death 
Binds us with after-bands, what profits then 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat 
Of this fair frmt, our doom is, we jfhall die. 

How dies the Serpent i he hath eat*n and hves. 

And knows, and fpeaks, and reafons, and difeerns, 7^ 
Irrational till then. For us alone 
Was death invented ^ or to us deny’d 
This intellectual food, for beafis referv’d ? 

For beaiis it feems: yet that one beali: which firfi 
Hath tailed, envies not, but brings with joy 77^ 
The good befall’n Mm, author anfufpe^:. 

Friendly to man, far from deceit or gude^ 
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What fear I then, rather what know to fear 
Under this ignorance of good and 
Of God or death, of law or penalty ? 775 

Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine. 

Fair to the eye, mvitxng to the tafte. 

Of virtue to make wife . what hinders then 
To reach, mi feed at once both body^ and mind ^ 

So faying, her raih hand m evil hour 7H0 

Forth reaching to the firaxt, fhe plucked, ihe eat. 

Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her feat 
Sighing through all her works gave iigns of woe. 

That ^ was lod. Back to the thicket dunk 
The guilty Serpent, and well might, for Eve 785 
Intent now wholly on her tade, nought elfe 
Regarded, fuch dehght till then, as feem’d. 

In fruit Ihe never taded, whether true 
Or fancyM fo, through expefetmn high 
Of knowledge, nor was God-head liiom her 
Greedily IheingorgM without mirmnt. 

And knew not eating death : Satiate at length. 

And highten’d as with wine, joccmd and boon. 

Thus to herfelf Ihe pleaingly began* 

O fovran, virtuous, preaous of aB trees 
In Paradife, of operation bleH: 

To fapience, hitherto obfc«r ^4 infeiffii^d. 

And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created j but hencelbi:^ my mr^f we. 

Not without fong, each mfianmig, mi due praufe, #00 
Shall tend thee, md tl^ Iwden 
Of thy fidl brandies £m ^ 
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Till dieted by tbee I grow mature 
In knowledge, a$ the God? wJio 
Though others envy what ithey c^npt giye; 

For had the gift been their?, it h?kd not here 
Thus grown E;cpenence> next m thee I owe* 

Beft guide , not following thee, J had 
In igjwance, then iopen’i!: jy^Siom’? way* 

And giv’ft acceft, though jfeeret fhe retire* feg 
And I perhaps am fecre^ , fjeav^n is high* 

High, and remote to fee from thence diteft 
Each thmg on earthy and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from contmual watch 
Our great forbidder, fefe wtth all his ipics ||j 
About him. But to Adam in what fort 
Shall I appear! flmll I to him make known 
As yet my change, ard give JSnm to partake 
Full happinefr with me, or raithar not. 

But keep ^e odds of knowledge in my power ^ 
Without copartner ! fo to add what wants 
In fem^ the more to draw his love. 

And repdcir mo pore equal, and perlpps, 

A thing not unde^able, fomepne 

Sjiqjenor , §>r pfrnor who k free I gij 

This may be well . but what if God hath feen. 

And death enfue f thep J[ lhail be no pore. 

And Adam wedded p ppther Eve, 

Shall live with Ipr enjoying, I extmfr ; 

de^ to &pk Confirm’d then I refrfive* 

Adam lhall ihare with me in blifr or woe : 

So dear I love hjm, %t with hgnjE d^tJ^ 
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1 could ludure, without huu lire bo hfe. 

So faying, fx'om the tree her fbp Ihe turned, 

But firH: low reverence done, as to the Power S35 

That dwelt wthin, whole prefence had infused 

Into the plant fciential fap, derived 

JProni ne£lar, drink of Gods. Adam the whife^ 

Waiting defirous her retain, had wove 

Of chmcefe iow^rs a garland to adi^xi @40 

Her treffes, and her rmal labors crown. 

As reapers oft are wont their harveft qaeen. 

Great joy he ptomk*d to his thoughts, and aew 
Solace in her retani, fo long delayMi 
ITet oft his heart, of femenh^g S45 

Mifgave him ; he the fdtda^ meafure felt ; 

And forth to neieec her went, mty ihe took 
That morn *wfceii 4 rft they parted^ by ^He tree 
Of knowledge he mnft pafs, there he her mel^ 

Scarce from the tree retundng; in her hmA 
A bough of faireft ftmit, ^lat downy finil’d. 

New gather^, and ambso^ ftneS4lias^«A, 

To him Ihe ha^a hi her ^sm 
Came prologue, and apdegy too 
Which with Ida^dwoids at iff 

diou net wmiderM, Adam, at my ftay I 
Thee I have imfe’d, and thought it long, deprived 
Thy prefence, agony of love ttli now 
Not felt, nor be ^ never laore 
MeanI toi^, w4a£raiiwiry’4Id>a^^ 
The^pdnofdhfeiiionfi^ iot tenge 

Hath been te'onol^imdwnnte 

Tins 
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This tree is not as we are told, a tree 
Of danger tafted, nor to’ evd unknown 
Opening the way, bat of divine elFe£t gjj 

To open eyes^ and make them Gods who tafej 
And hath been taded fuch , the ferpent wife, 

Or not reilrain’d as we, or not obeying. 

Hath eaten of the fruit, and is become. 

Not dead, as we are threaten’d, but thenceforth 8^ 
Indued with human voice and human fenfe, 
Reafonmg to admiration, and with me 
Perfuafively hath fo prevail^, that I 
Have alfo tafted, and have alfo found 
Th^ effects to correfpond opener mine eyes, 

Dim crd:, dilated ipints, ampler heart. 

And growing up to Godhead; which for thee 
ChieSy I fought, without thee can delpife* 

For b^s, as thou haft part, to me is blifs. 

Tedious, unfliar’d with thee, and odious foom Sfd 
Thou therefore alfo tafte, that equal lot 
May jom us, equal joy, as equal love ; 

J^eft, thou not taftmg, diiferent degree 
Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 
Deity for thee, when fate will not permit. 8^ 

Thus Eve with count’nance blithe her ftory told, 
But in her cheek diftemper fiulhing glow’d. 

On th’ other iide, Adam, foon as lie heard 
The fatal treipafs done by Eve, amaz’d, 

Aftomed ftood and blank, while horror chill ^ 
Ran through his veins, and all his joints relax’d. 
From his flack hand the garland wreath’d for Eve 

PiW 
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Down dropt, and all the faded rofes Ihed. 

Speechlefs he fiood and pale* tall thtis at length 
Firf^ to hiinfeif he inward lilence broke. 895 

O faired of creation, laft and bed 
Of all God’s works. Creature in whom excelled 
Whatever can to %ht or thought be fbrm’di 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fweet I 
How art thou loft, how on a fudden loft, 900 

Defac’d, deSovver’d, and now to death devote ? 

Rather how haft thou yielded to tranfgreft 

The ftn^ foibiddance, how to violate 

The facred fruit forbidd’n ? fome curfed fraud 

Of enemy hath beguil’d thee, yet unknown, 905 

And me with thee hath ruin’d, for with thee 

Certain my reiblution is to die 

How can I Eve without thee, how forgo 

Thy fweet converfr^ and love ib dearly join’d. 

To live again m thefe wild woods forlorn ? 91^ 

Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another nb aftbrd, yet loft of thee 
Would never fmm my heart; I fed 

The link of nature draw me: fiefli of fie&. 

Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy ftgte ^rj 
Mine never ftiaU be parted, bhfs or woe. 

So having laid, as one from iad difmay 
Recomfbrted, and after thcmghts diftuxb’d 
Submitting to what feem’d remediiels. 

Thus m calm mood im wards to Eve he turn’d, 

BdLd deed tboer haft prefunt’d, adhrentnm 
And peri! great fitovofc’d, w4io thus J8jr’4 

Xir D Bad 
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Had It been only coveting to eye 
That facred fruit, facred to abfenence. 

Much more to talle it under ban to touchy ^ 
But pall who can recall, or done undo ? 

Not God omnipotent, nor Fatei yet fa 
Perhaps thou ihalt not die, perhaps the {3.6: 

Is not fo hainous now, fbretaflcd fruit, 

ProfanM firll by the ferpent, by him Mt ^ 
Made common and u^hallow^d ere our tafle 5 
Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives. 

Lives, as thou faidft, and gams to live as Man 
Higher degree of life, inducement fixong 
To us ,as hkely taftmg to attain 
Proportional afcent, which cannot be 
Bat to be Gods, or Angels Bemi-Gods# 

]^or can 1 think that God, Creator wife, 

Thougfc threatmng, wdl m earned fo deftroy 

Ms pnme creatures, digniHed fb Mgh, |||,, 
Set over aH his iVorks, wMch in our fall. 

For us created, needfe with us mull fail. 
Dependent-made; fo God fhall uncreate, 

Be fruflratje, do. Undo, and labor lofe. 

Net well ^oesKieiv’d of God, who though his pomr f|| 
Creation could repeal yet vptmld be loath 
Us to abolilh, left the Adverfary 
Triumph an4fay , Fickle theur ftate whom God 
Moft favors; who can ple^e him long ? Me firft 
He^ruin’d, now maUkmd , whom wiH he next ? 
Matter ©f fccxm not to be given the 
Howevec-I thee hav^e ftx*d my lot. 
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Certain to undergo like doom ; if death 
Confort with thee> death is to me as life ; 

So forcible within my heart I feel 955 

The bond of nature draw me to my own. 

My own m thee, for what thou art is mme ; 

Our fiate cannot be fever’d, we are one> 

One ilefh ; to lofe thee were to lofe myfelf 
So Adam, and thus Eve to him reply’d* 96a 
O glonoirs trial of exceeding lovej 
lilufh-ious evidence, example high I 
Engaging me to emulate, but Ihort 
Of thy perfection, how lhall I attain, 

Adam ? from whofe dear fide I faoafi me fptmg, 

And gladly of our union hear thee ipeak. 

One heart, one foul m both, wljereof good proof 
This day a®?rds, 4 l?ciarmg tl^e refidv’d* 

Rather than death or ought lim death more d^std 
Shall feparate us, hak'd m love fo 
To undergo widi me one ojae Wue* 

If any bg, of taftmg this fair fruft:, 

Whofe virtue (for of good fell good pmmda. 

Direct, or by ocicafimi) hadh 
This happy trial of thy krwv wbkk elfe 
So emmeady never had been Imowaw 
Were it I thougfal: eufee 

This my attempt I 

The worfe mi t|i^ ^ 

D£&rted, tbm jiSo 

Ttrnysiim 
Remaikably fe 


So 
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So faithful love uneqaal'd ; but I feel 
Far othermfe th* event, not death, hut hfe 
Augmented, opened eyes, new hopes, new joys, ^ 
Tafte fo divine, that what of fweet before ^ 
Hath touch'd my fenfe, flat feems to this, and 
On my experience, Adam, freely tafte. 

And fear of death deliver to the winds. 

So faying, fhe embrac'd him, and for joy ^ 
Tenderly wept, much won that he his loye 
Had fo ennobled, aa of choice to' incur 
Divme diipleafure for her fafce,»or death* 
la recompenfe (for fuch comph^tnce bad 
Such fecompeufe beft ments) from the bough 5^ 
She gave him of that fair enticing fruit 
With hbei^ hand : he, forupled not to eat 
Againd his better knowledge, not deceiv'd. 

But fondly overcome with female charm 


Earjh trembled from her entrails, as again 10 
In pangs, and Nature gave a fecond groan. 

Sky lour'd, and muttering thunder, fome fad,dropa 
Wept at completing of the mortal lin 
Original ; while Adam took no thought, 

Eatmg his fin, nor Eve to iterate 10 

Her former trefpafs fear'd, the more to footh 
Him with hex lov'd fociety ; that now 
As with new wine intoxicated both 


They fvrim |n mirth, and fancy that they feel 
jpiTOity witfam them breeding wings, I 

Wherewith to fcmti the earth- but that fglfc fruit 
Far other operation firft di^day'd. 


Car^ 
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Carnal defire inflaming ; he on Ere 
Began to cafl lafcmoas eyes, {he him 
As wantonly repaid , in lull they bam ; I015 

Till Adam thus ^gan Eve to dalliance move. 

Eve, now I fee thou art e 3 ca£l of tafte. 

And elegant, of fapence no*lmafl part. 

Since to each meamng iavor we apply. 

And palate call judicious ; I the praife 1020 

Yield thee, fo well this day thou haft purvey^. 

Much pleafure we have loft, while we abftamM 
From this deh|^tful fifat, nor known till now 
True relilh, tailing 5 if fa^h pleafure be 
In things to us forbidd*n^ it aught he wifli*<i, roirj 
For this one tiee had he^n forbidden tea. 

But come, fb well refifelh^d, now Jet ns 
As meet is, after fiich deficioas iarcj 
For never did tSiy beauty fince the day 
1 law thee iirft and wedded thee, adorn’d 
With all perfedbons, lb inflame my feoSet 
With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Than ever, bounty of this Tirtncsas tree. 

So he, and ftuhore oat gUme or tioy 
Of amoroas intent^ weQ tmderft^ i&Sg 

Of Eve, whole eye darted 
Her hand he lei^’dr mid to a fliady bank. 

Thick overhead wiih verdant r£wf imfioWT^d, 
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Took largely, of their mama! guilt the Teal, 

The folace of their fin, till dewy fieep 
Opprefs'd them, weaned with their amorous play jq*- 
Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, ^ 

That with exhilarating vapor bland 
About their ipi’rits h^d play’d, and inmofi powfefs 
Made err, was now exhaFd ; and groler fieep 
Bred of unkindly fiimes, with confcious dreams im 
Incumber’d, now ted left theih ; up they rofe 
As from unrefi, and each th& other viewing. 

Soon found their eyes how openM, and tTidr mit* 
How darken’d; innocence, diat as a veil 
Had fii^dow’d them from knowing ill, was gone, 

Jufi: confidence, and nat|.ve righteoufnefs, 

And honor from about them, naked left 
To guilty fiiame j he cover’d, but his robe 
Uncover’d more. So rofe the Danite firong 
ilercniean Smfim from the harlot-I^p 
Of Phihfiean D^Blah, and wak’d 
Shorn of lus firength. They defiitute and bare 
Of all their virp:ie , fflent, and in fece 
Confounded long they fki, as iimcken mute, 

Tifi Adam, though liOt Icfr than Eve abaih’d, ini| 
At length ga'tf^e utterance td thefe words cmifirain’l, 
O Eve, in evil hour thou didft give ear 
To that frlfe wmm, of whomfoever taught 
To counterfeit Man’s voice, true in our 
Fa^ in car promis’d nfing , fince our eyes 
Open’d we ^d indeed, and find we know 
Both good and ev’ii, good lofi, and evil got^ 



BooklX. t^ARADISE L6sT. 

Bad irait of knowledge, if this he to know. 

Which leaves ns naked thus, of honor void. 

Of innocence, of faith, of purity, 1075 

Our wonted ornaments now kill’d and Sain’d, 

And in our faces evident the figns 
Of foul concupifcence, whence evil ftore; 

Ev’n lhame, the laft ol^vils ; of the firS 

Be fare then. How l6all f behold the face loSo 

Henceforth of God or Angela with joy 

And rapture fo* oft bchdd f thde heav’niy fliapes 

Will dazzle now this .earthly with their blasse 

InfufFerably bright, O might I here 

In folitude hve lavage, in fome glade |0% 

Obfeur’d, where higheft woods, impen^^ble 

To Sar or fun-hght, Ipread theft umbrage broad 

And brown as evening Cover me, ye fme$$ 

Ye Cedars, with xnnnmerabie bpnghs 

Hide me, where I may never fee thmn mom 1090 

But let us now, as m bad i^ght, devi|e 

What beft may fbr the prefeat ^rve to Hde 

The parts of each Bm& other, ^t lean moi 

To ihame ^ an^mheft 

Borne tree, whofe broad ImcK^ leaves logedier 

And girded on omr kSs&s^ <psay oomr round 

Thofe middle parOs, pift 4 m sew corner, 

There fit not^ and reproach ss 
So cotmfel^d and both ee^gether 
Into the ducked iwx}d$ 4l|iso 

The fig-tree;, not fel faad #r®i& swsiii3^^4 
^ut fuch as dof « 

»4 
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In Malabar or Decan fpreads her arms 

Tte toded t.,y, uke tool, ond d.nghte„ gio, , 
About the mother tree, a pillar’d fljade ^ ^ 

There oft the Indian herdfman Ihunnmg heat 
She ters m cool, and tends his.paliunng herds 

At loophdes cut through thickeftlhade Thofe leaves 

They gather d, broad as Amazoman targe. 

And with what flail they had, together fow’d. 

To gn-d their wafte, vam coveting if to hide 
Their guilt and dreaded lhamej 0 how unlike 
To that firft naked glory i Such of late - 

Columbus found th’ American, fo girt ’ 

With feather’d cinaure, naked elfe and wild 
^ong the trees on lies and woody Ihores 

^verd,butnotatrelloreafeofmmd, ^ 

They fat them down to weep; nor only tears 
Ram d at their eyes, but high wmds worfe within 

hate, 

Millrulb fufpiaon, difcord, and fliook fore 

And fuD of peace, now toft and turbulent • 

For imderfianding rul’d not; and the wift ' 

Heard not her lore, both m fnbjeaion now 
To fenfual appetite, who ftom beneath 
Pfmping over fovran reafon darn’d „ 

Superior fway from thus difiemper’d breaf^ ^ ^ 
Adam, eftrapg’d m look and alter’d fcle, 

Speech 
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Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew’d 
Would thou hadft hearken’d to my words, and ftay’d 
With me, as I befought thee, when that ftrange 1135 
Pefire of w'and’nng this unhappy mom, 

I know not whence poiTefs’d thee we had then 
Remain’d ihll happy , not as now, defpoil’d 
Of all our good, iham’d, naked, miferable. 

Let none henceforth feek needlefs caufe to’ approve 
The faith they owe ; when cameftly they feek 
Such proof, conclude, they then faegm to fad 
To whom foon mov’d with touch of blame thus Eve, 
What words have pafs’d thy lips, Adam fevere i 
Imput’H: thou that to my default, or will l 

pf wand’nng, as thou call’d at, which who knows 
But might as ill have happen’d thou being by. 

Or to thyfelf perhaps ? hadd thou been there. 

Or here th’ attempt, thou couidd not have difcern’d 
Fraud m the Serpent, Ipeakmg as he ^afce 1 1 1 jo 

1^0 ground of enmity between us known. 

Why he fhodd mean me ill, or feek to harm. 

Was I to’ haifO never parted from thy dde? 

As good have grown there diU a lifelels lib. 

Being as I am, why didd not thou the head 1155 
Commard me ablblutely not to go. 

Going into fuch danger as thou 

Too facd then thou didil not much gainfey. 

Nay didft permit, approve, and fair difiniA 
Hadd thou been firm and £x’d in thy diSent, 1 iSo 
Neither had I tranfgrefs’d, nor thou with me. 


To 
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To whom then firil incens'd Adam reply’d. 

Is this the love, is this the rccompenfe 
Of inme to thee, ingrateful Eve, exprefs^d 
Immutable when thou wert loll, not I, l i6j 

Who might have liv'd and joy'd immortal bhTs, 

Yet willingly chofe rather death with thee ? 

And am I now upbraided as the caufe 
Of thy tranfgrefling ? not enough fevere, 

It Teems, m thy reliramt what could I more ^ 1 17a 
I warn'd thee, I admomfh'd thee, foretold 
The^danger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait j beyond this had been force. 

And force upon free will hath here no place. 

But confidence then bore thee on, fccure 1175 

Either to meet no danger, or to find 

Matter of glonous trial ; and perhaps 

I alfo err'd m overmuch admiring 

What feem'd in thee fo perfe< 9 ;, that I thought 

No evil durll attempt thee, but I rue n8o 

That error now, which is become my crime* 

And thou th' accufer. Thus it fhafl befall 
Him who to worth in woman overtrufling 
X,ets her will rule ; rellraint file will not brook. 

And left to' herfelf, if evil thence enfue, nSj 

She firffc his weak indulgence will accufe. 

Thus they in mutual accufaticm ipent 
The fruitlefs hours, neither felf-condemning. 

And of their vain conteft appear'd no end. 

THE EKO OF THE KlNTH BOOK:# 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Man^s tranfgreffion known, the guardian Angels for. 
Take Paradife, and return up to Heaven to approve 
their vigilance, and are approv’d, God declaring 
that the entrance of Satan could not be by them pre* 
vented He fends his Son to judge the tranigref. 
fors, who defcends and gives fentence accordingly ; 
then in pity clothes them both, and reafcends Sia 
and Death fitting till then at the gates of Hell, by 
wondrous fympathy feeling the fuccefs of Satan m 
this new world, and the lin by Man there committed, 
refolve to lit no longer confin’d m Hell, but to fok 
low Satan their fire up to the place of Man To 
make the way eafier from Hell to this world to and 
fro, they pave a broad high-way or bndge over 
Chaos, accordmg to the track that Satan firft made; 
then preparing for Earth, they meet him proud of 
his fuccefs returning to Hell , their mutual gratula- 
tion Satan arrives at Pandemonium, in full alTem- 
bly relates with boalLng his fuccefs againfi Man ; 
inftead of applaufe is entertained with a general hifs 
by all hts audience, transformed with himfelf alfo 
fuddenly into ferpenjs, according to his dpom given 
in Paradife ; then deluded with a Ihew of the jRir^ 
bidden tree fpnnging up before them, they greeddy 
reaching to take of the fruit, chew dull and bitter 
afhes The proceedmgs of Sm and Death, God 
foretels the final vi^ory of his Son oyer them, and 
the renewing of aE things ; but for the prefent com-* 
mands his Angels to make feveral alterations in the 
Heavens and elements Adam more and more per^ 
ceiving his fallen condition heavily bewails, reje^s 
the condolement of Eve, fiie perfi&s, and at length 
appeafes him . then to evade die cuyfe likely to fall 
on their offspring, propofes to Adam violent ways^ 
which he approves not, but conceiving better hope, 
puts her m mind of the late promife made them, that 
her feed Ihonld be reveng’d on the Serpent, and ex- 
horts her with him to feek peace of the offende4 
Deity, by repentance and fupphcation. 
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BOOK X 

M ean wMe the hainous and defp^teful a6i 
Of Satan done in Paiadife, and how 
He m the ferpent had perverted Eve,< 

Her hufband ihe, to tafte the fatal froit. 

Was known in Heaven, for what can Ycape the eye j 
Of God all-feeing, or deceive his heart 
Omnifaent f who in all things wile and juil. 

Hinder’d not Satan to attempt the mind 
Of Man, with Ihrength entire, and free-wili arm’d. 
Complete to have difcover^d and repds’d to 

Whatever wiies of foe or feemmg fnend. 

For M they knew, and ought to’ have ftiH remembered 
The high injun^n not to tafte that firmt. 

Whoever tempted? which they not obeying, 

Incmr’d (what could they lefs ?) the penalty, 15 
And manifold m fin, defcrv’d to fall. 

Up into Heav’n from Paradife in hafte 
Th’ angelc guards afcended, mute and fad 
For Man, for of his ftate by this they knew*'. 

Much wond’mg how the fubde Fiend had iftoPn sto 
Entrance unfeen. Soon as tli’ unwelcome news 
From Earth arnv’d at Heaven gate, ddpleas’d 


AS 
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All were who heard; dim fadnefs did not ipare 

That time celeftial vifages, yet mix^d 

With pity, violated not their bhfs. 25 

About the new-arrived, in multitudes 

Th’ ethereal people ran, to hear and know 

How all befel they tow^ards the throne fupreme 

Accountable made hafte to make appear 

With righteous plea their utmoft vi^ance, 30 

And eafily approv’d ; when th^ moil high 

Eternal Father, from his fecret cloud 

Amidft, in thunder utter’d thus his voice. 

Affembled Angels, and ye Pow’rs return^ 

From unfuccefsfid charge, be not difmay’d, 3j 
Nor troubled at thefe udmgs from die earth. 

Which your fincereft care could not prevent. 

Foretold fo lately what would come to pafs, 

When firft this tempter crofe^d the gulf from Hell. 

I told you then he ihouH prevail and fpeed 40 
On his bad errand, Man fliould be feduc’d 
And flattered out of all, believmg hes 
Againfl his Maker; no decree of mine 
Concuriing to neceflitate his faB, 

Or touch with hghteft moment of impulfe 4j 

His free will, to her own indining left 
In even fcale. But fall’n he is, and now 
What rails, but that the mortal fentence pafs 
On his tranfgreffion, death denounc’d that day ^ 
Which he prefumes already vam and void, 50 

Becaufe not yet mflided, as he fear’d, 

By feme immediate ilroke; but foon fhall find 

3 Forbearance 
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Forbearance no acquittance ere day end 
jufhee lhall not return as bounty fcornM. 

But whom fend I to judge them I whom but thee 55 
Vicegerent Son *• to thee I have transferred 
All judgment, whetlier in Heav^ or Earth, or Hell* 
Eafy It may be feen that I intend 
Mercy collegue with juftice, fending thee 
Man’s fnend, his mediator, his design’d 
Both ranfome and redeemer voluntary. 

And delhn’d Man himfeif to judge Man fall*n. 

So fpake the Father, and unfolding bngbt 
Tow’ard the right hand his glory, on the Son 
Blaz’d forth unclouded Deity , he full 
Refplendent all his Father manufeil 
Exprefs’d, and thus duinel) anfoer’d mild* 

Father eternal, thine is to decree. 

Mine both in Heav’a and Earth to do thy will 
Supreme, that thou in me thy Son belov’d 
Ma) ’ft e\ ex reft well pleas’d. I go to judge 
On earth thefe thy tranfgrel&rs, but thou know’ft 
Whoever judg’d, the wwft on me muft light. 

When time lhall be, for h 1 undertook 
Before thee’ ; and not repenting, this obtain 7 | 
Of nght, that I may mitigate their doom 
On me deriv’d, yet 1 lhali temper & 

Juftice with mercy’, as may lUuftrate moft 
Them fuih fatisfy’d, arid thee appeafe. 

Attendance none ihall need, nor tram, where none 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg’d, 

Thofe two, tlie third beft abfent is condemn’d, 

Convift 
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Convidl by Sight, and rebel to all law 
Conviction to the ferpent none belongs. 

Thus faying, from his radiant feat he rofe gj 
Of high collateral glory^ him Thrones and Powers, 
Princedoms, and Dominations mimfbrant 
Accompanied to Heaven gate, from whence 
Eden and all the coaft in profpeft lay. 

Down he defcended ftrait ; the ipeed of Gods 50 
Time counts not, though with fwifteS minutes wing* 4 * 
Now was the fun in weftern cadence low 
From noon, and gentle airs due at their hour 
To fan the earth now wak’d, and ufher in 
The evening cool, when he from wrath more cool 95 
Came the mild judge and mtercelTor both 
To fentence Man . the voice of God they heard 
Now walbng in the garden, by foft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day dechnM, they heard. 
And from his prefence hid themfelves among 100 
The thickeli: trees, both man and wife, till God 
Approaching, thus to Adam call’d aloud. 

Where art thou, Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My commg feen far off? I mifs thee here. 

Not pleasM, thus entertain’d with fohtude, 105 
Where obvious duty’ ere while appear’d unfought. 

Or come I lefs confpicuous, or what change 
Abfents thee, or what chance detains ? Come forth* 

He came, and with him Eve, more loath, though firft 
To’ offend, difcount’nanc’d both, and difcompos’d , i lO 
Love was not in their looks, either to God 
Or to each other, but apparent guilt, 


And 
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And iliame> and perturbaaon, and defpair. 

Anger, and obdinacy*, and hate, and guile. 

Whence Adam faultnng long, thus anfwer’d brief. 1 1 5 
I heard thee m the gard’n, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid myfelf To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile repl/^d 
hly voice thou oft haft heard, and haft not fes.r% 

Bat Ml rejoic’d, how is it now become 22a 

So dreadful to tnee ^ that thou’ art naked, who 
Hath told thee ? haft thou eaten of the tree, 

Wiiereof I ga\e thee crarge thou ihouldft not eat ? 

To whom thus Adam fore befet repin’d. 

0 Heav’u * in evil ftrait this day I ftand 1 25 

Before my judge, either to undergo 

Myfelf the total crime, or to accufe 
Mv other felf, the partner of xay life, 

Whofe failing, while her faith to me remains, 

1 ihould conceal, and rot expofe to blame tjo 

By my comp^amt, but ftrid neceillty 

Subdues me, and calamitous conftramt. 

Left on my head both ftn and puniftimeut. 

However mfupportable, be all 

Devolv’d, though fhould I hold my peace, yet thou 

Wouldft eafily dete^l what I conceal. 

This Woman, whom thou mad^ft to he my help. 

And gav’ft me as thy perfed gift, fo good. 

So fit, fo acceptable, fo divine. 

That from her hand I could fuiped no 21 , 140 

And what fhe did, whatever in itfelf. 

Her doing feem*d to juftify the deed}. 

Vox., XL E She 
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She gave me of the tree, and I did eat 
To whom the fovran Prefence thus reply^d. 

Was Ihe thy God, that her thou didft obey j 

Before his voice, or was fhe made thy guide, 

Superior, 01 but equal, that to her 

Thou didft refign thy manhood, and the place 

Wherein God fet thee* above her made of thee. 

And for thee, whofe perfe6:ion far excelPd ip 
Hers m all real digmty ? Adorn’d 
She was indeed, and lovely to attrad 
Thy love, not thy fubjedion , and her gifts 
Were fuch as under government well leem’d, 
Unfeemly to bear rule, which was thy part 155 
And peribn, hadft thou known thyfelf anght 
So having faid, he thus to Eve m few* 

Say, Woman, what is this which thou haft done ^ 

To whom fad Eve with fliame mgh overwhelm’d, 
Cqnfeffing foon, yet not before her judge 160 

Bold or loquacious, thus abafli’d reply’d. 

The Serpent me beguil’d, and I did eat 
Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he praceeded on th’ accus’d 
Serpent though brute, unable to transfer 165 

The guilt on him who made him mftrument 
Of mifchieii and polluted from the end 
Of his creation; juflly then accursed. 

As vitiated m nature : more to know 
Concern’d not Man (fince he no further knew) 170 
Nor alter’d his offence; yet God at laff 
To Satan firft m fm his doom apply’d. 


Though 
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rhougK in m) llenous terms, judged as tKen bell 
And on the Serpent thus his curfe let fall 
Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art accursed 175 
Above all cattel, each beaft of the field. 

Upon th> belly grovehpg thou ihalt go, 

A.nd duft flialt eat all the days of thy hfe 
Between thee and the Woman I will put 
Ennut), and between thine and her feed , iSq 

Ker feed ihaii bru fe thy head> thou bruife lus heel. 

So fprke this oracle, then verif>^d 
When Jefus fon of Mar fecond Eve, 

Saw ba^an fall hke Lghtning down from Heaven, 
Pnnce of the air , then rifing from his grave 185 
Spoii’d Prmcipahaes and Powers, tnumpu’d 
In open fhow', and with afcenfion bright 
Captivity led captive through the air. 

The realm itfelf of Satan long uforp’d. 

Whom he ihall tread at laft under our feet? iga 
Ev^n he who now foretold ks fatal brmfe. 

And to the Woman thus his fentence taxm^d* 

Thy forrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception 5 chil^en thou &a!t bnng 
In forrow forth , and to thy huffiand^s wdi 
Thme ftiall fubmit; he over thee Ihall rale. 

On Adam laft thus judgment he pronotme’i 
Becaufe thou’ haft hearken’d to the’ voice of thy wife* 
And eaten of the tree, concerning which 
I charg’d thee, fay ’mg. Thou ftsalt not hereof; 
Curs’d IS the ground for thy fake; tlsou m forrow 
Shall cat thereof ah the days of thy hfc; 

Ez 
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Thorns alfo^ and thiftles it ihall bnng thee forth 
Unhid , and thou ftialt eat th’ herb of the held. 

In the fweat of thy face fhalt thou eat bread, 205 
Till thou return unto the ground | for thou 
Out of the ground waft taken, know thy birth. 

For duft thou art, and (halt to duft return. 

So judg’d he Man, both judge and faviour fent. 

And th’ inftant ftroke of death denounc’d that day aio 
Remov’d far off, then pitying how they ftood 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Muft fuffer change, difdam’d not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of fervant to affume. 

As when he wafti’d his fervants feet, fo now 21^ 

As father of his family he clad 

Their nakednefs with fkms of beafts, or fiain. 

Or as the fnake with youthful coat repaid ; 

And thought not much to clothe his enemies ; 

Nor he their outward only with the ferns 220 

Of beafts, but inward nakednefs, much more 
Opprobrious, with his robe of nghteou&efs 
Arraying, cover’d from his Father’s fight. 

To hhn with fwift afeent he up return’d. 

Into his bhfsful bofom reaffum’d 225 

In glory as of old;, to him appeas’d 
All, though all-knowing, what had pafeM wth Man 
Recounted, mixing mterceffion fweet* 

Mean while, ere thus was finn’d and judg’d on Earth, 
Within the gates of Hell fat Sin and Death, 230 
In counterview within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous fiame 

Far 
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Far into Chaos, fince the Fiend pafsM through. 

Sin opening who thus now to Death began# 

D Son, why fit we here each other viewing 23 5 
Idly, while Satan our great author thrive? 

In other worlds, and happier feat provides 
For us his offspring dear ? It cannot be 
But that fuccefs attends him , if mifhap. 

Ere this he had returned, with fury driven 240 

By his avengers, fince no place like this 
Can fit his pumfhment, or their revenge. 

Methinfes I feel new firength within me nfe. 

Wings growing, and dominion giv^n me large 
Beyond this deep, whatever draws me on. 

Or fympathy, or fome connatural force 
Powerful at greatefi: difiance to unife 
With fecret amity things of hke kmd 
By fecretefi conveyance. Thou my fhade 
Inicparable mufi: with me along : 

For Death from Sin up pow’r can feparate# 

But lefi the difficulty of paffing back 
Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 
Jmpafiable, impervious, let us tiy 
Adventrous work, yet to thy pow^r aad mine 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this mam from Hell to that new world 
Where Satan now prevails, a monument 
Of mem high to afi th’ infernal hofi, 

Ealing their pafiage hence, for mtercourfe. 

Or tranfinigradon, as their lot Bull lead. 

Nor can I rnifs the way, fo firongly drawn 
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By this new -feit attr'^Clion and inllindl 

Whom thus the meager Shado^v anfvver^d foon. 

Go whithei fate and inclination ftrong 265 

Lead® thee , I fhail not lag behind, no’* err 
The way, thou leadmg, fuch a fcent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and tafte 
The favor of Death from all things diere that live 
Nor fhall I to the work thou enterpnfefl 27?! 

Be wanting, but alFord thee equal aid 

So facing, with delight he fiiu:ff’d the fmell 
Of mortal change on earth As wnen a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league 1 emote, 
Againfl: the day of battel, to a field, 

Where armies he ncamp’d, come flying, lui ’d 
With fcent of living carcafles deflgn’d 
For death, the following day, in bloody fight . 

So fcented the grim Feature, ai d upturn’d 

His noflnl wide into the murky air, 2S0 

Sagacious of his quarry from fo far. 

Then botli from out Hell gates into the wafle 

%Vide anarch)- of Chaos damp and dark 

Fiev/ diverfe, and with pow’r (their powh v^as great) 

Hovering upon the waters, what the) met 285 

Solid or flimy, as xn 1 aging fea 

Toll up and down, together crouded drove 

Fiom each fide ilioahng tow’ards the mouth of Hell* 

As ivhen two polar winds, blowing adverfe 

Upon the Croman fea, together dnve 230 

Mcuntams of ice, that flop th’ imagm’d way 

Bejoud Petfoia ealtward, to the rich 
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Cathaian coafi:* The aggregated foil 
Death with his mace petniic, cold and drf. 

As ^^ath a trident fmote, and £\:’d as f na ajj 

As Delos floting once, the xe& his look 
Bound with Gorgon*an ngor not to move ; 

And with Afphaluc ilime, broad as the gate. 

Deep to the roots of Hell the gather’d beach 
The/ failen’d, and the mole immenfe wrought on 300 
Oi^'er the foaming deep high arch’d, a bndge 
Of length prodigious, joming to the wall 
Immoveable of this now fencelefs world 
Forfeit to Death , from hence a paiTage broad> 
Smooth, eafy, inoffenfive down to Hell. 3^5 

So, if great things to fmall may be compart, 

Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke. 

From Safa his Menmoniaa palace bgh 

Came to the fea, and over Hellel^nt 

Bsidgmg his way, Europe with Afiajouiy, 310 

And fcourg’d with many a foroke th’ indignant waves. 

Now had they brought the work by wcmdrous art 

Pontifical, a ndge of pendent rock. 

Over the vex’d abyfs, following the track 
Of Satan to the feif-fame plate where he 315 

Firii lighted from his wing, and landed fafe 
From out of Chaos, to die outfide bare 
Of this round world with pins of adamant 
And chains they made all fafi, too fall they made 
And durable; and now in little Ipace 32® 

The confines met of empyr&n Heaven 
And of this World, and on the left hand Hell 

E 4 With 



56* PARADISE LOST* BookX 

With long reach interpos’d , three feveral wa) s 

In iight, to each of thefe three places led 

And now their wsiy to Earth they had defcry’d, 325 

To Pat adife hrft tending, when behold 

Satan in likenefs of an Angel bright 

Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpxon Heenng 

His zenith, while the lun in Aries role * 

Difguis’d he came, but thofe his children dear 330 
Their parent foon difcern’d, though in difguife. 

He after Eve feduc’d, unminded Hunk 

Into the wood faH by, and changing lhape 

To’ obferve the fequel, faw his guileful ad 

By Eve, though all unweeting, feconded 335 

Upon her hulband, faw their lhame that fought 

Vain coveitures , but when he faw defcend 

The Son of God to judge them, ternfy ’4 

fie fled, not hoping to efcape, but fliun 

The prefent, fearing guilty what his wrath 340 

JMight fuddenly mflid, that pafl, return’d 

By night, and hll’nmg where the haplefe pair 

Sat in their fad difcourfe, and various plaint. 

Thence gather’d his own doom, which uiiderllood 
Not mflant, but of future time, with joy 345 

And tidmgs fraught, to Hell he now return’d. 

And at the bnnk of Chaos, near the foot 
Of tins new wondrous ponufice,«unhop’d 
Met who to meet him came, his offspring dear* 

Great joy was at their meeting, and at fight 350 
Of that flupendous bridge his joy increas’d# 

Long he admiring flood, till Sin, his fair 
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Inchandrg daughter, thus the iilence hi oke. 

O Parent, thefe are thy magnific deeds, 

Tiiy trophies, which thou view’d: as not thme ownj 
Tiiou ait their author and prune aiclute<^i. 

For I po fooner ip my heart divm’d, 
heart, wmch by a fecret haimony 
Soil moves mih thine, join’d m connexion fiveet. 

That thou on earth had 1 : piofper’d, which thy looks 
Now abb cviience, but Hi ait I felt 
Though didant fiom thee worlds between, yet felt 
That I muH aftei thee with this thy fon. 

Such fatal confequence umtes us three 
Hell could no longer hold us m her bounds. 

Nor this unvoyageable gulf obfcme 
Detain from following thy illuftrious track* 

Thou hail: achiet ^d our liberty, confin’d 
Within Hell gates till now", thou us impower’d 
To fortifv thus far, and overlay 
With this portentous bndge the dark abyfs. 

Thme now is all this world, thy virtue’ hath won 
What thy hands budded not, tny wifdom gained 
With odds w 1 ’‘at war hath loft, and fully’ aveng’d 
Our foil m Heav’n, here thou lhalt monarch rCign, 375 
There d^dil not, there let him Ml \±ctor fway. 

As battel hath adjudg’d, from this new world 
Retmng, by his own doom alienated. 

And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 
Of all things parted by th* empyreal bounds, ^So 
His quadrature, from thy orbicular world. 

Or try tiiec now more dange’rous to Jus throne* 

W^hom 
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Whom thus the Prince of darknefs anfvver’d g’ad. 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both,* 
High proof ye now have giv*n to be the race -.'g- 
Of Satan, (for I glory m the name, ^ ^ 

Antagoniil of Heav’n’s almighty kmg) 

Amply have merited of me, of all 

Th’ infernal empue, that fo near heav’n’s door 

Triumphal with triumphal adl have met, 

Mine with this glorious work, and made one realm 
Hell and this world, one realm, one continent 
Of eafy thorough-fare. Therefore while I 
Defcend through darknefs, on your road with eafe. 
To my alTociate Powers, them to acquamt jjj 
With thefe fuccelTes, and with them rejoice. 

You two this way, among thefe numerous orbs 
All yours, right down to Paradife defcend , 

There dwell and reign in blifs^ thence on the earth 
Pommion exercife and in the air. 

Chiefly on Man, foie lord of all decIarM, 

Him firfl: make fure your thrall, and laflly kill 
My fubfhtutes I fend you, and create 
Plempotent on earth of matchlefs might 
Ifliimg from me . on your joint vigor now 
My hold of this new kingdom all depends. 

Through Sm to Death expos’d by my exploit 
If your joint pow’r prevail, th’ affairs of Hell 
No detriment need fear 5 go and be ftrong. 

So faying he difinifs’d them, they with fpeed 
Their couife through thickeli: conflellations held. 
Spreading their bane, the biafted ftars look’d wan, 
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And phnets^ pknet-Hruck, real eckpfe 
Then Th’ other way Satan went down 

caufcy to Hell gate, on either iide 415 

Dift?rtcd Chaos o/er built exclamM, 

And with rebounding furge the bars alTail’d, 

That his indignation through the gate. 

Wide open and unguarded, Satan pafs*d. 

And 1 about foana defolate , for thofe 420 

Appo rted €t there, had left their charge, 

Fiov' n to "he upper world , the reH were all 

Far to th* inland retir’d, about the walls 

Of Pn^demomum, city and proud feat 

Of Lucifer, fo by allulion call’d 425 

Of that bright liar to Satan paragon’d 

There kept their watch the legions, whale the Grand 

In coancil fat, Ibhcitous what chance 

Might intercept their exnpe’ror &nt , fo he 

Depaiting gave command, and they obferv’d. 430 

As when the Tartar from Ins Rufoan foe 

By Ailracan over the fnowy plains 

Retires, or Badrian Sophi from the horns 

Of Turkifo crefeent, leaves all walie beyond 

The realm of Aladde, m his retreat 435 

To Tauns or Cafoeen So thefe the late 

Heav’n-bamih’d hoih left defert atmoU Hell 

Many a daik league, reduc’d in careful watch 

Round their metropolis, and now expe^ing 

Each hour their great advehtarer from the fearch 440 

Of foreign worlds; he through the wtidM tmmark’d. 

In ihow plebeian Angel mdicant 
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Ofloweil order, pafs’d, and from the door 

Of that Plutoman hall, mviiible 

Afcended his high throne, which under ftate 44J 

Of richeft texture fpread, at the upper end 

Was plac’d m regal luftie Down a while 

He fat, and round about him faw unfeen . 

At iafb as from a cloud his fulgent head 
And fliape ilar-bnght appear’d, or bnghter, clad 450 
With what permiffive glory fmce his fall 
Was left him, or falfe glitter AH amaz’d 
At that fo fudden blaze the Stygian throng 
Bent their afped, and whom they wiih’d beheld. 
Their mighty chief return’d loud was th’ acclame ; 
Forth rufh’d in hafte the great confultmg peers. 
Rais’d from their dark Divan, and with like joy 
Congratulant approach’d km, who with hand 
Silence, and with thefe words attention won. 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers 
For in poffeMon fuch, not only’ of right, 

I call you and declare you now, return’d 
Succefsful beyond hope, to lead you forth 
Tnumphant out of tks infernal pit 
Abominable, accurs’d, the houfe of woe, 465 

And dungeon of our tyrant now poffefs. 

As Lords, a Ipacious world, to’ our native Heaven 
Little infenor, by my adventure hard 
With peril great achiev’d. Long were to tell 
What I have done, what fuifer’d, with what pain 470 
Voyag’d th’ unreal, vaft, unbounded deep 
Of horrible confufion, over which 
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By Sin and Death a bioad way now is pa\*d 
To expedite your glonous march, but I 
Toil’d out my uncouth paffage, forc’d to nde 475 
Th’ untradable abvfs, plung’d m the womb 
Of unonginal Night and Chaos wild. 

That jealous of their fecrets fiercely’ oppos’d 
My journey fiirange, with clamorous uproar 
Frotefting fate fupreme , thence how I found 4^0 
The new-created w^orld, which fame in Heaven 
Long had foretold, a fabric wonderful 
Of abfolute perfedion, therein Man 
Plac’d m a Paradife, by our e^ole 
Made happy Hini by fraud I have feduc’d 485 
From his Creator, and the more to’ increafe 
Your wonder, with an apple, he thereat 
Offended, worth your laughter, hath giv’n up 
Both his beloved Man and all his world. 

To Sm and Death a prey, and fo to us, 49a 

Without our hazard, labor, or alarm. 

To range in, and to dwell, and over Man 
To rule, as over all he ihould have rul’d. 

True is, me alfo he hath judg’d, or rather 

Me not, but the brute ferpent in whofe lhape 455 

Man I deceiv’d that which to me belongs. 

Is enmity, which he will put between 
Me and mankind, I am to brmfe ks heel; 

His feed, when is not fet, lhall bruife my head; 

A world who would not purchafe with a brmfe, 500 
Or much more gnevous pain I Ye have th’ account 
Of mj performance . What remains, ye Gods, 
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But up and enter now into full blifs ? 

So havin|; faid, a while he Hood, expeShng 
Their univerfal Ihoat and high applaufe 
To fill his ear. when conOary he hears 
On all fides, from innumerable tongues 
A difmal univerfal hifs, the found 
Of public fcom , he wonder’d, bat not long 
Had leifare, wond’ring at himfelf now more 
His vifage drawn he felt to fliarp and Ipare, 

His arms clung to his ribs, his legs intwimng 
Each other, dll fupplanted down he fell 
A monllrous ferpent on h,s belly pione, 
ReluSant, but in vain, a greater power 
Now rul’d him, purifii’d in the lhape he finn’d 
According to his doom he would have fpohe, 
But hifs for hifs return’d with forked tongue 
To forked tongue, for now were all transform’d 
AlJce, to ferpents all as acceflones 
To his bold riot . dreadful was the dm 
©fluffing through the hall, thick fwarmmg now 
With complicated monfters head and tail. 
Scorpion, and A£p, and Amphiffisna dme, 
Ceraftes horn’d, H/drus, and Slops drear. 

And Dipfas (not fo thick fwarm’d once the foil 
Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the ile 
Ophiufa) but fiiU greatfift he the xnidit 
Now Dragwi giown, larger than whom the fan 
Ingender’d m the Pythian vale on fltme. 

Huge Python, and his pow’r no lefs he feem’d 
Above the reft fidl » retain; they aU 
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Him follow’d iffmng forth to th* open f eld. 

Where all yet left of that revolted root 
Heav’n-fali’n, m ftation flood or jufl array, 535 
Sublime with expectation when to fee 
In tnumph iffuing forth their glonous chief : 

They faw, but other fight inllead, a crowd 
Of ugly ferpents , horror on them fell. 

And horrid fympathy, foi what they fait, 540 

They felt themfelves now changings down their arms, 
Down fell both fpear and fhield, down they as fail. 
And the dire hif* renew’d, and the dire form 
Catch’d by contagion, like in punifhment, 

Ai m their crime Thus was th’ applaufe they meant 

Turn’d to explodmg hifs, tnumph to fhame 

Caft on themfelves from their own mouths There flood 

A grove hard by, fprung up with this their change. 

His will who reigns above, to aggravate 

Their penance, laden with fair fruit, hke that 55a 

Which grew in Paradife, the bait of Eve 

Us’d by the Tempter : on that profped fearge 

Their earned eyes ihey fix’d, imagining 

For one forbidden tree a multitude 

Kow ns% to work them fi^rther woe or fhame j 55 j 

Yet parch’d with Raiding thirfi: and hunger fierce. 

Though to delude them fent, could not abft^. 

But on they roll’d m heaps, and up the trees 
Chmbing, fat thicker than the fcaky locks 
That curl’d Meg^ra * greedily they pluck’d 560 
The fruitage fair to fight, like that which grew 
that bitammous lake irvhere Sodom 

This 
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This more delufive, not the touch, but taHe 
Deceiv’d , they fondly think ng to allay 
Their appetite with guft, inflead of fiuit 565 

Chew’d bitter afhes, which th’ ofiended tall^ 

With fpattenng noife rejed^ed oft they’ aflay’d. 
Hunger and tkiril conllraimng, drug’d as oft. 

With hatefullell difrehfix writh’d their jaws 
With foot and cinders fill’d fo oft they fell 570 
Into the fame illufion, not as Man [plagu’d 

Whom they triumph’d once laps’d* Thus were they 
And worn with famine, long and ceafelefs hifs. 

Till their lofi: fliape, permitted, they refum’d. 

Yearly injoin’d, feme fay, to undergo 575 

This annual humbling certain number’d days. 

To dafh their pride, and joy for man feduc’d» 
However fome tradition they dilpers’d 
Among the Heathen of their purchafe got. 

And fabled how the Seipent, whom they call’d 580 
Opluon with Eurynome, the wide 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firft the rule 
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driven 
And Ops, ere yet Di^lsean Jove was born* 

Mean while m Paradife the hclh^ pair 585 

Too foon arriv’d, Sm there m pow’r before. 

Once adual, now m body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant ; behind her Death 
Clofe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale horfe to whom Sm thus began* 590 
Second of Satan Iprung, aU-eonqu’nng Death, 
What think’ft thou of our empire now, though earn’d 

With 
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With tra\^ci difficult, not better far 
Than full at Hell’s dark threlhold to* have fat watch, 
Unnam’d, undreaded, and th}'felf half ftarv’d ? 595 

Whom thus the Sin-born monfler anfwer’d loon. 

To me, \\ho with eternal famin pine. 

Alike la Htll, or Paradife, or Heaven, 

There bell, where moll with ravm I may meetj 
W^hich here, though plenteous, all too little Teems 600 
To ftulF this maw, this vaft anhide-bound corps. 

To whom th’ inceftuoub mother thus reply’d 
Thou therefore on thefe herbs, and fiuits, ard flowers 
Feed liril, on each beaH next, and filh, and fovvl. 

No homely morfels , and whatever thing 605 

The fithe of Time mowes dovtn, devour unlpar’d. 

Till I in Man relidng through the race, 

His thoughts, his looks, words, a^lions all mfedl. 

And feafon him thy laH and fweetefl prey. 

This fa»d, they both betook them feveral ways, 610 
Both to dellfoy, or unimmo^tal make 
Ail kinds, and for deitrudlion to mature 
Sooner or iatei , which th’ Almighty feemg. 

From his tranfeendent feat the Saints among. 

To thofe bright Orders utter’d thus Ins voice 615 
See with what heat thefe dogs of Hell advance 
To ualle and havoc yonder world, which I 
So fan and good Created, and had Hiii 
Kept in that fhte, had not the folly’ of Man 
Let in thefe waHeful furies, who impute 6zq 

Folly to me, fo doth the pnnee of Hed 
And his adherents, that with £0 much cafe 
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I fufFer them to enter and pofTefs 
A place fo heavenly, and conniving feem 
'■Jfo gratify my fcornful enemies, 6^5 

That laugh, as if, tranfported with fome fit 
Of pafiion, I to them had quitted all. 

At random yielded up to their mifrule , 

And know not that I call’d and drew them thither 
My Hell-hounds, to lick up the draff and filth 630 
Which Man’s polluting fin witli tamt hath filed 
On what was pure, till cramm’d and gorg’d, uigh buill 
With fuck’d and glutted offal, at one flirg 
Of thy vidonous aim, well-pleafing Son, 

Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave at lafi 635 
Through Chaos hurl’d, obfirufl the mouth of Hell 
For ever, and feal up his ravenous jaws. 

Then Heav’n and Earth renew’d ihall be made pure 
To fandity that Ihall receive no ftain • 

Till then the curfe pronounc’d on both precedes 640 
He ended, and the heav’nly audience loud 
Sung Halleluiah, as the found of feas. 

Through multitude that fung Juft are thy ways. 
Righteous aie thy decrees on all thy works; 

Who can extenuate thee I Next, to the Son, 645 
Deftin’d |»eftorer of mankind, by whom 
New Heav’u and Earth ihall to the ages nfe, 

Oi down from Heav’n defcend. Such was their fong. 
While the Creator calling forth by name 
His mighty Angels gave tliem feveral charge 650 
As forted beft with prefent things. The fun 
Had firft his precept fo to jpapve,.& fhke. 
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As might aied the earth with cold and heat 
Scarce tolerable, and from the north to call 
Decrepit winter, from the fbuth to bring 65 j 

Solftitial fummcr’s heat. To the blanc moon 
Her office they prefcribM, to th* other five 
Then planetary motions and afpe6ls 
In fextile, fquare, and trxne> and oppollt 
Of noxious efiicacy, and when to join 660 

In fynod unbenign , and taught the fix’d 
Their influence malignant when to fliower. 

Which of them nfing with die fun, or falling. 

Should prove tempeftuous To the winds they fet 
Their corners, when with blufler to confound 665 
Sea, air, and fliore, the thunder when to roH 
With terror through the dark aereal hall 
Some fay he bid his angels turn afcanfe 
The poles of earth twice ten degrees and snore 
From the fun’s axle, they with labor pufti’d 670 
Obhque the centnc globe . Some fay the fun 
Was bid turn reins from th’ equinoctial road 
Like diflant breadth to Taurus with the fevea 
Atlantic Sifters, and the Spartan Twins 
Up to the Tropic Crab, thence down amain ^7$ 
By Leo and the Virgin and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 
Of feafons to each clime; elfe had the ipring 
Perpetual find’d on earth with vemant flowers. 

Equal m days and nights, except to thofe 
Beyond the polar circles, to them day 
Had unbenighted Ihone, while the low ftm 
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To recompenfc his diftance, in their fight 
Had rounded ftiU th* hornaon, and not known 
Or eaft or wefi> which had forbid the fnow 68j 
From cold Efiotiland, and fouth as far 
Beneath Magellan* At that tailed fruit 
The fun> as from Thyellean banquet, turn 4 
His courfe intended ; elfe how had the world 
Inhabited, though finlefs, more than now, 690 
Avoided pinching cold and fcorchmg heat ? 

Thefe changes m the Heavens, though flow, produc’d 
Like change on fea and land, fideral blafl. 

Vapor, and mill, and ejchalation hot. 

Corrupt and pellilent Now from the north 695 
Of Norumbega, and the Samoed Ihore, 

Burning their brazen dungeon, arm’d with icc 
And fnow and hail and ftormy gull and flaw, 

Boreas and Csecias and Argeftes loud 
And Thrafcias rend the woods and feas upturn, 700 
With adverfe blall upturns them from the fouth 
Notus and Afer black with thundrous clouds 
From Serrahon’as thwart of thefe as fierce 
Forth rufli the Levant and the Ponent winds 
Earns and Zephyr with their lateral noife, 705 

Sirocco, and Libecchio Thus began 
Outrage from lifelefs things , but Difcord firfl: 
Daughter of Sm, among th’ irrational. 

Death introduc’d tlitough fierce antipathy 
Beall now with beaft *gan war, and fowl with fowl, 7 5t o 
And filh with filh; to graze the herb all leaving. 
Devour’d each either; nor flood much in aWe 
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Of Man> but fled him, or with countenance grm 
Glar’d on him pafling. Thefe were from without 
The growing mifenes which Adam faw 
Already’ in part> though hid in gloomiell fiiade. 
To forrow’ abandon’d, but worfe felt witbn. 

And in a troubled fea of paflion toll. 

Thus to dilburden fought with fad complaint. 

O miferable of happy * is this the end 
Of this new glprioos world, and me lb late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
Accurs’d of bleflhd, hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my highth 
Of happmefs I Yet well, if here would end 
The mifery ; I deferv’d it, and would bear 
My own defervmgs , but this will not ferve; 

AH that I eat or drink, or Iball beget. 

Is propagated curfe. O voice once heard 
Pehghtfully, Increafi and 
Now death to hear ^ for what can I increafe 
Or multiply, but curfes on my head I 
Who of dl ages to fucceed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curie 
My head ^ 111 fare our anceflor impure. 

For this we may thank Adam; but his thanks 
Shall be the execration 1 So befldes 
Mme own that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound. 

On me as on their natural center hght 
Heavy, though m their place. O fleeting Joys 
Of Paradife, dear bought with laftmg woes ! 

^3 
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Did I requeE tliee> Maker, fiom my clay 

To mold me Man, did I fohcit thee 

From darknefs to piomotc me, oi here place 745 

In this delicious garden ^ as my will 

Concur^d not to my be’ing, it were but light 

And equal to reduce me to my duE, 

Defirous to rehgn and lender back 

All I receiv’d, unable to perform 7jo 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 

The good I fought not To the lofs of that, 

Suihcient penalty, w^hy haE thou added 

The fenfe of endlefs woes f inexplicable 

Thy juftice feems. Yet, to fay truth, too late 755 

I thus conteft , then fliould have been refus’d 

Thofe terms whatever, when they were propos’d * 

Thou didE accept them wdt thou’ enjoy the good. 

Then cavil the conditions ^ and though God 

Made thee witiiout thy leave, what if tliy fon 760 

Prove difobedient, and reprov’d, retort. 

Wherefore didE thou beget me ? I fought it not • 
Wouldft thou admit for his contempt of thee 
That proud excufe ? yet him not thy e]e£hon. 

But natural neceifety begot. 765 

God made thee’ of choice his own, and of his own 
To ferve him , thy reward was of his grace. 

Thy puniihment then juftly’ is at his will* 

Be’ It fo, for I fubmit, his doom is fair. 

That duft I am, and foall to duE return : 770 

O welcome hour whenever I why delays 
His hand to execute what ks decree 


Fix’d 



71 


BookX. PARADISE LOST. 

Fix’d on this day ^ why do I overlive. 

Why am I mock’d with death, and lengthen’d out 
To deathlefs pain ^ how gladly would I meet 775 
Mortality my fentence, and be eartli 
Infenfible ’ how glad would lay me down 
As in my mother’s lap ? there I ihould reft 
And deep fecure , his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears, no fcai of worie 780 
To me and to my offspring would torment me 
With cruel expedlation. Yet one doubt 
Purfues me ftiil, left all I cannot die. 

Left that pure breath of hfe, the fpi’rit of Man 
Which God infpir’d, cannot together penfe ySj 
With this corporeal clod , then m the grave. 

Or in feme other difmal place, who knows 
But I fhall die a living death O thought 
Horrid, if true ^ yet why ? it was but breath' 

Of hfe that finn’d, what dies but what had hfe 79a 
And fin ? the body properly hath neither. 

All of me then fhall die let this appeafe 
The doubt, fince human reach no further knows. 

For though the Lord of all be infimte. 

Is his wrath alfo be it, Man is not fo, 795 

But mortal doom’d. How can he exercife 
Wrath without end on Man whom death muft end It 
Can he make deathlefs death t that were to make 
Strange contradidhon, which to God himfelf 
Impo^ble IS held, as argument Boo 

Of weaknefs, not of pow’r. WiU he draw out. 

For anger’s fake, finite to infinite 
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In puniBi’d Man, to fatisfy his rigor 
Satisfy^d never ^ that were to extend 
His fentence beyond daft and nature's law, 8pj 
By which all caufes elfe accoiding ftiU 
To the reception of their matter a£t. 

Not to til' extent of their own fphere. But fay 
That death be not one ftroke, as I fuppos'd. 

Bereaving fenfe, but endiefs mifejy 8 iq 

From this day onward, which I feel begun 
Both m me, and without me, anc^fo laft 
To perpetuity ; 4 y me, that fear 
Comes thund'nng back widi dreadful revolution 
On my defenfelefs head; both Death and I 815 
Are found eternal, and incorporate both. 

Nor I on my part finglcj in me all 

Poftenty ftands curs'd Fair patrimony 

That r muft leave ye. Sons , O were I able 

To wafte It all myfelfi and leave ye none * 8ao 

So difinhented how would you blefs 

Me now your curfe * Ah, why fliould all mankind 

For one man's fault thus guiltlefs be condemn'd. 

If guiltlefs ? But from me what can proceed. 

But aU corrupt, both mind and will deprav'd 825 

Not to do only* but to will the fame 

With me i how can they then acquitted ftand 

In fight of God ^^Him after aH difputes 

Forc'd I abfolve : all my evafions vain. 

And reafonmgs, though through mazes, lead me ftiH 
But to |ny own convidion . iirft and laft 
On me, me only, as the fource aud fpnng 
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Of all corruption, all the blame lights due; 

So might the wrath Fond wxOi * couldfi: thou fupport 
That burden heavier than the earth to bear, 835 
Than all the woild much heavier, though divided 
With that bad Woman ^ Thus what thou deiir’R 
And what thou fear^ll, alike dedroys all hope 
Of refuge, and concludes thee miferable 
Beyond all pad: example and future, S40 

To Satan only like both crime and doom. 

0 Confcience, into what abyfs of fears 

And horrors haft thou driven me , out of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plunged f 

Thus Adam to himfelf lamented loud 845 

Through the ftill night, not now, as ere Man fell, 
Wholefome and cool, and mild, but wth black aw 
Accompamed, with damps ahd dreadful gloom. 

Which to his evil confcience leprefented 

All things with double terror : on the ground 850 

Outftretch’d he lay, on the cold ground, and oft 

Curs’d his creation, death as oft accus’d 

Of tardy execuuon, fince denounc’d 

The day of his oUenfe. Why comes not death. 

Said he, with one thnce acceptable ftrofce S55 

To end me ^ Hia-U truth fail tp keep her word, 

Juihce divine not haften to be juft ^ 

But death comes not at call, juftice divine 
Mends not her floweft pace for prayers or cries 
O woods, O fountains, hiUocs, dales and bowers, 860 
With other echo late I taught your fhades 
To anfwer, and refound far other fong. 
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Whom thus afflifted when fad Eve beheld, 

Dcfohte where Ihe fat, approaching mgh. 

Soft words to his fierce paffion flie afiay’d • 565 

But her with ftern legard he thus repeird. 

Out of my fight, thou Serpent , that name beli 
Befits thee with him leagu’d, thyfelf as falfe 
And hateful, nothing wants, but that tliy fliape. 

Like his, and color ferpentme, may Ihow S70 

Thy inward fraud, to wain all creatures from thee 
Henceforth , left that too heav’nly form, pretended 
To helhlh falfliood, fnare them* But for thee 
1 had perfifted happy% had not thy pnde 
And wand’ring vanity, when leaft was Me, 875 
Rejected my forewarning, and difdain’d 
Not to be trufted, longing to be feen 
Though by the Dev’il himfelfi him overweening 
To over-breach, but with the feipent meeting 
Fool’d and begud’d, by him thou, I by thee, 880 
To truft thee from my fide, magm’d wife, 

Conftant, mature, proof agamft all affaults. 

And underftood not all was but a Ihow 

Rather than foiid virtue’, all but a rib 

Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 885 

More to the part finifter, from me drawn, 

Weil if thrown out, as fupemumerary 
To my juft number found O why did God, 

Creator wife, that peopled higheft Heaven 
With Spirits mafeuUne, create’* at laft 890 

This novelty on earth, this fair defeft 
Of nature, and not fill the world at once 
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With Men as Angels without feminine. 

Or find fome other way to generate 
Mankind ^ this mifchief had not then befaU’n, 895 
And more that lhail befall, innumerable 
Difiurbances on earth through female fnares. 

And Hrait conjundion with this fex for either 
He never fhall find out fit mate, but fuch 
As fome misfortune brings him, or miftake 5 900 

Or whom he wilhes mofi: fhall feldom gam 
Through her perverfenefs, but fhall fee^her gained 
By a far vvorfe, or, if fhe love, withheld 
By parents ; or his happiefi: choice too late 
Shall meet, already ImkM and wedlock-bound 905 
To a fell adverfary^ his hate or fhame . 

Which mfimte calamity fhall caufe 
To human life, and houfhold peace confound* 

He added not, and from her tomM, but Eve 
Not fo repuls’d, with tears that ceas’d not fiowmg, 91a 
And treffes all difbrder’d, at his feet 
Fell humble, and embracing them, befought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plamt* 

Forfake me not thus Adam : witnefs Hehven 
What love fincere, and reverence in my heart 915 
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended. 

Unhappily deceiv’d; thy fuppliant 
I beg, and clafp thy knees , bereave me not. 

Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid. 

Thy counfel in this uttermofi dzfirefs, 920* 

My only firength and flay forlorn of thee. 

Whither fiiall I betake me, where fubfift I 
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While yet we live, fcarce one ihort hour perhaps. 
Between us two let there be peace, both joining, 

As joined m injuries, one enmity gsj 

Againil a foe by doom exprefs affign’d us. 

That cruel Serpent On me exercife not 
Thy hatred for this mifery befallen. 

On me already loH, me than thyfelf 

More miferable ; both have finn’d, but thou 5 jO 

AgainU God onlyS I againft God and thee. 

And to the place of judgment will return. 

There with my cries importune Heaven, that alt 
The fentence from thy head removed may light 
On me, foie caufe to thee of all this woe, 935 

Me, me only, juH object of his ire. 

She ended weeping, and her lowly plight. 
Immoveable till peace obtained from fault 
Acknowledg’d and deplor’d, in Adam wrought 
Commiferation; foon his heart relented 940 

Tow’ards her, his life fo late and foie delight. 

Now at his feet fubmiiKve in diftrefs. 

Creature fo fair his reconcilement feeking. 

His counfel, whom Ihe had dilpleas’d, his aid; 

As one difarm’d, his anger all he loft, 945 

And thus with peaceful words uprais’d her {ooxl 

Unwary’, and too delirous, as before. 

So now of what thou know’ll not, who defir’ft 
The pumlhment all on thyfelf, alas. 

Bear thine own £rft, ill able to fuftam 9 S^ 

His full wrath, whofe thou feePft as yet leaft part. 

And my difpieafure bear’ft fo ill. If prayers 
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Could alter high deaees^ I to tliat place 
Would ipeed befoie tliee^ and be louder heard^ 
That on my head all might be vifited. 

Thy frailty and infirmer fex forgiven. 

To me committed and by me expos 
But life, let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blam*d enough elfewhere, but ftnve 
In odices of love, how we may lighten 
Each other’s burden, in om fliare of woe , 

Since this day’s death denounc’d, if ought I fee. 
Will prove no fudden, but a flow-pac’d evd, 

A long day’s dying to augment our pain. 

And to our feed (O haplefs feed •) deriv’d. 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, reply’d, 
Adam, by fad experiment I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find. 
Found fo erroneous, thence by juft event 
Found fo unfortunate; nevertheleft, 

Reftor’d by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 
Thy love, the foie contentment of my heart 
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breaft are rrfen. 
Tending to fome relief of our extremes. 

Or end, though iharp and fad, yet tolerable. 

As in our evils, and of ealier choice. 

If care of our defeent perplex us moft. 

Which muft be born to certain woe, devour’d 
By Death at lail , and miferabk it t$ 
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To be to others caufe of mifery, 

Our own begotten> and of our loins to bring 
Into this curfed world a woful race> 

That after wretched life muft be at laft j8j 

Food for fo foul a monlier , in thy power 
It lies, yet ere conception to prevent 
The race unbleft, to be’ing yet imbegot. 

Childlefs thou art, chiidlefs remain fo Death 
Shall be deceiv’d his glut, and with us two 990 
Be forc’d to fatisfy his ravenous maw. 

But if thou judge it hard and difHcult, 

Converfing, looking, loving, to abftain 
From love’s due rites, nuptial embraces fweet. 

And with defire to langmfii without hope, 995 

Before the prefent objed languifliing 
With like defire, which would be mifeiy 
And torment lefs than none of what we dread ; 

Then both ourfelves and feed at once to free 
From what we fear from both, let us make fhort, 1000 
Let us feek Death, or, he not found, fupply 
With our own hands his office on ourfelves 
Why Hand we longer fcivenng under fears. 

That fhow no end but death, and have the power. 

Of many ways to die the fhortefi: choofing, wog 
Beftrudion with defirudion to defb-oy ? 

She ended here, or vehement defpair 
Broke ojF ti reft, fo much of death her thoughts 
Had enteitaui’d, as dy’d her cheeks with pale. 

But Adam with fuch counfel nothing iway’d loio 

To 
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To better hopes Ms moic attentive mind 
Laboring had rais’d, and thus to Eve reply’d. 

Eve, thy contempt of life and pleafure feems 
To argue m tliee fomething more Aiblime 
And exceller^t than what thy mmd contemns, 1015 
But felf-deftrudhon theiefore fought, refutes 
That excellence thought in thee, and implies. 

Not thy contempt, but angmfli and legret 
For lofs of life and pleafure overlov’d. 

Or if thou covet death, as utmoft end xoza 

Of mifery, fo thinking to evade 

The penalty pronounc’d, doubt not but God 

Hath wifelier arm’d his vengeful ire than fo 

To be foreftall’d ; much more I fear left death 

So fnatch’d will not exempt us fiom the pain loz^ 

We are by doom to pay, rather fuch a£ls 

Of contumacy will provoke the Higheft 

To make death m us live : Then let us feek 

Some fafer refolution, which m^thmks 

I have in view, callmg to mind with heed 105^ 

Part of our fentence, that thy feed IhaE braife 

The Serpent’s head 5 piteous amends, unlefi 

Be meant, whom I conje^ure, our grand foe 

Satan, who m the ferpent hath contriv’d 

Agaittft us this deceit to cru& his head JO35 

Would be revenge indeed 5 which wtH be loft 

By death brought on ourfelves, or childlefs days 

Refolv’d as tliou propofeft, fo our foe 

ShaQ ’fcape his pumfoment ordain’d, and we 
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Inflead ftiall doubfe ours upon our herds* 1040 

No more be mentioned then of violence 
Agamft Durfelves, and wilful barrcnnefs> 

That cuts us off from hope, and favors only 
Rancor and pride, impatience and defpite> 

Reluctance agamft God and his juft yoke 1045 

Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judged 
Without wrath or reviling , we cj^-peCted 
Immediate diffoluuon, winch we thought 
Was meant by death that day, when lo, to thee 1050 
Pains only in child-bearing were foietold, 

And bringing forth, foon recompens’d with joy. 

Fruit of thy womb . on me the curfe ailope 
Glanc’d on the ground , with labor I muft earn 
My bread; what harm ^ Idlenefs had been worfe, 

My labor will fuftain me , and left cold 
Or heat fliould injure us, lus timely care 
Hath unbefought provided, and his hands 
Cloth’d us unworthy, pitying while he judg’d ; 

How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 106a 
Be open, and his heart to pity’ inchne. 

And teach us further fay what means to flmn 
Th’ inclement feafons, ram, ice, Haifa and faow ^ 
Which now the Ikv with various face begins 
To ftiQW us in this mountain, while the winds 1065 
Blow moxft and keen, ftiattenng the graceful locks 
Of thefe fair fpreading trees ; which bids us feek 
Some better %oad, fome better warmth to cheiAfti 

Our 
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Our limbs benurntn^i ere this diurnal liar 
Leave cold the night, how we his gathePd. beams 1070 
Refleded, may with matter fere foment 
Or by collihon of two bodies grind 
The air attrite to iire, as late the clouds 
JufHing or pufh’d with muds rude in their fiiock 
Tine the flant lightmng, whofe thwart flame dnv’n down 
Kmdles the gummy bark of £r or pine. 

And fends a comfortable heat fi om hr. 

Which might fupply the fun fuch fire to ufe. 

And what may elfe be remedy or cure 
To evils which our own mifdeeds have wrought, 1080 
He will mflrudi us praying, and of grace 
Befeeching him, fo as we need not fear 
To pafs commodiouily this life, fuftam^d 
By him with many comforts, till we end 
In dull, our final reft and native home* 1085 

What better can we do, than to the place 
Repairmg where he judg’d as, prpftrate ftdl 
Before him reverent, and there confefs 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Watermg the ground, and with our fighs the air JO90 
Frequenting, feat from hearts contrite, m ftgn 
Of forrow’ unfeign’d, and humiliation meek i 
Undoubtedly he will relent and turn 
From his diipieafure ; in whofe look ferene, 

When angry moft he feem’d and moft fevere, 1095 
What elfe but favor, grace, and mercy Ihone ? 
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So fpake our father penitent, nor Eve 
Felt left remoife they forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judg’d them, proftrate fell 
Before him reverent, and both confeft’d lioo 

Humbly their faults, and pardon begg’d, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with their fighs the air 
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign 
Of forrow* unfeign’d, and humiliation meek. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Son of God prefents to his Father the prayers of 
our firft parents now repenting, and intercedes for 
them . God accepts them, but declares that they mnft 
no longer abide in Paradife ; fends Michael with a 
band of Cherubim to difpofTefs them , but firft to 
reveal to Adam future thmgs Michael’s coming 
down. Adam Ihows to Eve certain ominous figns; 
he dilcems Michael’s^ approach, goes out to meet 
him, the Angel denounces their departure. Eve’s 
Lamentation. Adam pleads, but fubmits. The 
Angel leads him up to a high hill, fets before hiia^ 
in vifion what fliaH happen till tie flood 
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T hus they in lowheft plight repentant fiood 
Praying, for from the merqy-feat above 
Prevenient grace defcending had remov’d 
The ftony from their hearts, and made new ilefh 
Regenerate .grow inllead, that iighs now breath’d 5 
Unutterable, which the Spi’rit of prayer 
Infpir’d, and wing’d for Heaven with Ipeedier flight 
Than loudeft oratory yet their port 
Not of mean fuitors, nor important iefe 
Seem’d tiieir peuuon, than when th^ ancient pair lo 
In fables old, lefs ancient yet than thefe, 

Deucalion and chafle Pyrrha, to reftore 
The race of maniand drown’d, before the Ihrine 
Of Themis flood devout. To Hcav’n their prayers 
Flew up, nor mifs’d the way, by envious winds 15 
Blown vagabond or fruftrate in they pafs’d 
Dimenfloiiefs through heav’nly doors , then clad 
With incenfe, where the golden altar fum’d. 

By their great interceflbr, came in fight 

Before the Father’s throne . them the glad Son 20 

Frefentmg, thus to intercede began. 

See, Father, what firfl fruits on earth are iprung 
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From thy implanted grace in Man, thefe iighs 
And players, which in this golden cenfer, mix^d 
With incenfe, I thy pneil before thee bung , 25 

Fruits of more pleaiing favor from thy feed 
Sown with contrition in his heart, than thofe 
Which his own hand manuring all the trees 
Of Paradife could have produc’d, ere fall’n 
From mnocence. Now therefore bend thine ear 50 
To fupphcation, hear his fighs though mute , 

Unfialful with what words to pray, let me 

Interpret for him, me his advocate 

And propitiation ; all his works on me 

Good or not good ingraft, my meric thofe 35 

Shall perfect, and for thefe my death fhall pay. 

Accept me, and in me from thefe receive 
The fmell of peace tow’ard mankind , let him live 
Before thee reconcilM, at kaft his days 
Number’d, though fad, till death, his doom, (which I 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverfe) 

To better hfe fhall yield hun, where with me 
All my redeem’d may dwell m joy and bhfs. 

Made one with me as I with thee am one. 

To whom the Father, without cloud, ferene. 45 
All thy requefi for Man, accepted Son, 

Obtam , aH thy requeii was my decree t 
But longer m that Paradife to dwell. 

The law I gave to nature ium forbids . 

Thofe pure immortal elements that know 50 

No grofs, no unharmonious mixture foul, 

Eje£t him tainted now, and purge him off 
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As a difi:emper> grofs to air as grofs. 

And mortal food, as may difpofe lum beft 
For diiTolation wrought by fin, that firft 5 j 

Diilemper^d all thmgs, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted* I at firft with two fair gifts 
Created him endowM, with happinejts 
And immortality that fondly loli. 

This other fervid but to eternize woe; 60 

Till I provided death , fo death becomes 
His final remedy, and after life 
Try’d m fliarp tribulation, and refin’d 
By faith and faithful works, to fecond life, 

Wak’d m the renovation of the juft, 65 

Refigns him up with Heav’n and Earth renew’d. 

But let us call to fynod all the Blefi [hide 

Through Heav’n’s wide bounds; from them I will not 
My judgments, how with Mankind I proceed. 

As how With peccant Angels late they faw, 70 
And in their fiate, though firm, Rood more confirm’d. 

He ended, and the Son gave fignal high 
To the bright mimfier that watch’d, he blew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb fince perhaps 
When God defcended, and perhaps once more 75 
To found at general doom, Th’ angehc blali 
Fill’d ail the regions , from their bhfsful bowers 
Of amarantm fliade, fpuntam or fprmg. 

By the waters of life, where’er they fat 
In fellow'ihips of joy, the fons of light 8 d 

HaRed, refortmg to the fummons high* 

And took their feats , till from his throne fepreme 
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Th’ Almighty thus pronouncM his fovran will. 

O Sons, like one of us Man is become 
To know both good and evil, fmce his taite 85 
Of that defended fruit, but let him boaft 
His knowledge of good loft, and evil got. 

Happier, had it fuffic’d him to have known 
Good by itfelf, and evil not at all 
He forrows now, repents, and prays contrite, 90 
My motions in him 5 longer than they move. 

His heart I know, how vanable and vain 
Seif-left. Left therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alfo of the tree of life, and eat. 

And live for ever, dream at leaft to live 95 

For ever, to remove him I decree. 

And fend him from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter foil 

Michael, this my beheft have thou in charge. 

Take to thee from among the Cherubim loo 

Thy choice of flaming warriors, left the Fiend, 

Or in bchdif of Man, or to invade 
Vacant polfeifion, fome new trouble raife . 

Hafte thee, and from the Paradife of God 
Without remorfe drive out the finful pair, X05 

From hallow’d ground th’ unholy*, and denounce 
To them and to their progeny from thence 
Perpetual baniftiment Yet left they faint 
At the fad fentence ngoroufly urg’d. 

For I behold them fofteu’d and with tears lio 

Bewailing their excefs, all terror hide. 

If patiently thy bidding they obey. 


Difmifs 
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Difmifs them not difconfolate ; rei^eal 
To Adam what fhall come m future days. 

As I fhall thee iniighten , intermix 1 15 

My covenant m the Woman’s feed renew’d ; 

So fend them forth, though forrowing, yet m peace 5 
And on the eafl: fide of the garden place. 

Where entrance up from Eden eafieft chmbs. 

Cherubic watch, and of a fword the flame i zm 

Wide-wa\ mg, all approach far off to fnght. 

And guard all paffage to the tree of life: 

Left Paradife a receptacle prove 
To Spirits foul, and all my trees their prey. 

With whofe ftoFn fruit Man once more to delude- I25 
He ceas’d ; and eh’ archangehc Pow’r prepar’d 
For fwift defcent, with him the cohort bnght 
Of watchful Cherubim ; four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus, ail then* fhape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thofe 1 3© 

Of Argus, and more wakeful than to droofe. 

Charm’d with Arcadian pipe, the paft’ral reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod* Mean while 
To refalute the world with facred light 
Leucothea wak’d, and with fieiOb dews imbalm’d 135 
The earth, when Adam and firft matron Eve 
Had ended now their onfons, and found 
Strength added from above, new hope to fpnng 
Out of defpair, joy, but with fear ) et link’d , 

Which thus to Eve his welcome words renew’d 
Eve, eafily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from Heav’n defcends , 

But 
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But that from us ought ihould afcend to Hea\ea 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high-bleft, or to incline his wall, 

Hard to belief may feem , yet this will prayer 
Or one fhort figh of human breath, upborne 
Ev’n to the feat of God. For iince I fought 
By prayer th’ offended Deity to' appeafe, 

Kneerd and before him humbled all my heart, 150 
Methought I faw him placable and mild. 

Bending his ear; perfuafion in me grew 

That I was heard with fa\or, peace return'd 

Home to my breaft, and to my memory 

His promife, that tiiy feed ihall bruife our foe 5 155 

Which then not minded in difmay, yet now 

Affures me that the bitternels of death 

Is paft, and we Ihall live. Whence hail to thee. 

Eve nghtly call'd, mother of aU mankmd. 

Mother of all thmgs living, fince by thee 160 

Man IS to live, and all things bve for Man. 

To whom thus Eve with fad demeanour meek. 

Ill worthy I fuck tide ihould belong 
To me tranfgreffor, who ftr diee ordain'd 
A help, became thy fnare 5 to me reproach 165 
Rather belongs, diftruff,' and all dilpraife ; 

But infinite m pardon was my judge. 

That I, who firfi: brought death on all, am grac'd 
The fource of life ; next fevoorable thou. 

Who highly thus to' intitle me vouchfaPli, 170 
Far other name aeferving But the field 
To labor caUs us now with fwcat impos'd. 


Though 
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Though ^fter ilecplefs night, for fee the mom. 

All unconcerned with our unreft, begins 

Her rofy progrefs fmiling, let us forth, 175 

I never from thy fide henceforth to ftray. 

Where’er our day’s work lies, though now injoin’d 
Laborious, till day droop , while here we dwell. 

What can be toillbme in thefe pleafant walks ? 

Here let us live, though in fall’n ftate, content. 180 
So fpake, fo wilh’d much-humbled Eve, but fate 
Subfcrib’d not ; Nature firft gave figns, imprefs’d 
On bird, beaft, air, fuddenly eclips’d 
After fhort blulh of morn , nigh in her fight 
The bird of Jove, ftoop’d jfrom his aery tour, 185 
Two birds of gayeft plume before him drove; 

Down from a hill the beaft that reigns m woods, 

Firft hunter then, purfu’d a gentle brace, 

Goodlieft of all the foreft, hart and hind; 

Diredl to th’ eaftern gate was bent their flight* 19a 
Adam obferv’d, and with his eye the chafe 
Purfuing, not unmov’d to Eve thus fpake* 

O Eve> Tome further change awaits us nigh. 

Which Heav’n by thefe mute figns in nature fhows. 
Forerunners of his purpofe, or to warn 195 

Us haply too fecure of our difcharge 
From penalty, becaufe from death releas’d 
Some days , how long, and what till then our life. 

Who knows, or more than this, that we are daft. 

And thither muft return and be no more ? 200 

Why elfe this double objed in our fight 
Of Eight purfu’d )Xi th* air, and o’er tlie ground. 


One 
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One way the felf-fame hour ? why k the eaft 
Darknefs ere day’s mid-courfe> and morning hght 
More orient in yon weftern doud, that draws 205 
O’er the blue firmament a radiant white. 

And flow defcends, with fomething heav’niy fraught? 

He err’d not^, for by this the heav’nly bands 
Down from a iky of jafper lighted now 
In Paradife, and on a hill made halt* am 

A glorious apparition> had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm’d Adam’s eye* 

Not that more glorious, when the Angels met 
Jacob m Mahanaim, where he faw 
The field pavdion’d with his guardians bright ; 215 

Nor that which on the flaming mount appear’d 
In Dothan, cover’d with a camp of fire, 

Agamfl: the Syrian king, who to furprife 
One man, affaffin Hke^ had levied war, 

War unproclam'd* The pnnccly Hierarch aao 
In their bright Hand there left: Jus Fow’rs to feife 
Pofleffion of the garden 5 he alone, 

To find where Adam feelter’d, took Ids way, 

Not unperceiv’d of Adam, who to Eveji 

While the great vifitant approach’d, thus fpake* 22:5 

Eve, now exped great ddmgs, which perhaps 
Of us will foon deternun, or impofe 
New laws to be obferv’d ; for I defcry 
From yonder blaasing doud that veils the hiU 
One of the heav’niy hoft, and by his gait ^^30 

None of the meanefl, fome great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above, fuch majefty 


Invefb 
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Invefts him coming ; yet not temble 
That I Ihould fear, nor fociably mild. 

As Raphael, that I ftiowld much confide, jsjj 

But folemn and fublime, whom not to^ oiFend, 

With reverence I mull meet, and thou retire. 

He ended , and th’ Arch- Angel foon drew mgh. 
Not in his fiiape celefeab but as man 
Clad to meet man; over his lucid arms 
A military vefl: of purple flowM, 

Livelier than Meliboean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kmgs and heroes old 
In time of truce ; Ins had dipt the woof; 

His fiarry helm unbuckled Ihow’d him prime 2^45 
In manhood where youth ended, by his fide 
As m a ghft’nng zodiac hung the fivord, 

Satan’s dire dread, and m his hand the Ipear. 

Adam bow’d low , he kmgly from his fiate 
Inclin’d not, but his coming thus dedar’d. Z50 

Adam, Heav’n’s Mgh beheH no prefece needs * 
Sufiiaent that thy pray’rs are heard, and Death, 

Then due by fentence when thou didfl: traa%refc 
Defeated of his feifure many days 
Giv’n thee of grace, wherein thou may’fl: repent, Z55 
And one bad ad with many deeds well done 
Mayfi cover well may then tliy Lord appeas’d 
Redeem thee quite from Death’s rapaaous dame ; 

But longer m this Paradife to dwell 

Permits not ; to remove thee I am come, 260 

And fend thee from the garden forth to till 

The ground whence thou wall taken, fitter foil. 


He 
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He added »ot, for Adam at the news 
Heart-ftruck with chilling gape of forrow flood. 

That all his fenfcs bound , Eve, wko unfeen 265 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Difcover’d foon the place of her retire, 

O unexpedled ftroke, worfe than of Death I 
Mull I thus leave thee, Paradife ? thus leave 
Thee, native foil, thefe happy walks and fliades, 270 
Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to fpend. 
Quiet though fad, the refpit of that day 
That mufl be mortal to us both, O flowers. 

That never will m other climate grow. 

My early vifitation, and my lafl: 275 

At even, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the firfl: opening bud, and gave you names. 
Who now {hall rear you to the fun, or rank 
Your tnbes, and water from th’ ambrofial fount ^ 
Thee laflly, nuptial bowV, by me adorned 280 
With what to fight or fmell was fweet, from thee 
How fiiall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower world, to this obfcure 
And wild f how lhall we breathe m other air 
Lefs pure, accaflom’d to immortal fruits ? 2S5 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild. 

Lament not. Eve, but patiently refign 
What juftly thou hafl lofl:; nor fet thy heart. 

Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine. 

Thy going is not lonely , with thee goes 290 

Thy hufband, him to follow thou art bound ; 

Where he abides, think there thy native foil* 


Adam 
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Adam hy this from the cold fudden damp 
Recovenng> and his fcatter^d fpi^nts returned. 

To Michael thus his humble words addrefs’d. 295 

Celeliial, whether among the Thrones, or nam'd 
Of them the high'el!:, for fiich of ihape may feem 
Prince above princes, gently hafi thou told 
Thy melTage, which might elfe m telling wound. 

And in performing end us ; what befides 30a 

Of forrow and dejedion and defpair 
Our frailty can fudain, thy tidings bnng. 

Departure from this happy place, our fweet 
Recefs, and only confolation left 
Familiar to our eyes, all places elfe 305 

Inhofpitable' appear and defolate. 

Nor knowing us nor known and if by prayer 
InceiTant I could hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can, I would not ceafe 
To weary him with my alTiduous cries. 310 

But pray'r agamft lus ablblute decree 
No more avails than breath againll the wind. 

Blown liiding back on him that breathes it fiirth . 
Therefore to his great bidding I lubmit. 

This moH adii^s me, that departing hence, 3^5 
As from his face I fhali be hid, depriv’d 
His blelTed countenance-, here i could frequent 
With worlhip place by place where he vouchfaf ’d 
Prefence divine, and to my Ions relate. 

On this mount he appear’d, under this tree 3250 
Stood vifible, among thefe pines his voice 
I heard, here with ham at this fouatam talk’d , 


So 
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So many grateful altars I would rear 

Of graflfy turf, and pile up every iione 

Of luftre from the brook, m memory, jjjj 

Or monument to ages, and thereon 

Offer fweet-fmellmg gums and fruits and flowers 

In yonder nether world where lhali I feek 

His bright appearances, or foot-ftep trace ? 

For though I fled him angry, yet, recalPd 330 
To life prolong’d and promis’d race, I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmoft Ikirts 
Of glory, and far off his fteps adore. 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign. 

Adam, thou know’ll Heav’n his, and all the Earth, 
Not this rock only’ , his omniprefence fills 
Land, fea, and air, and every kind that lives, 
Fomented by his virtual power and warm’d ; 

All th’ earth be gave thee to poffefe and rule. 

No defpicable gift; furmifc not then 34a 

His prefence to thefe narrow bounds confin’d 
Of Paradife or Eden: this had been 
Perhaps thy capital feat, from whenefe had {ptesi. 3 . 

All generations, and had hither come 

From all the ends of th’ earth, to celebrate 34 S 

And reverence thee their great progenitor. 

But this preeminence thou’ haft loft, brought down 
To dwell on even ground now with thy fons . 

Yet doubt not but in vaHey and in plain 
God IS as here, and wdl be found alike 
Prefent, and of his prefence many a fign 
Still following thee^r M compafling thee round 


35 ^ 
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goodnefs and paternal love, his face 
E iprefs, and of his fleps the track divme. 

Which that thou believe^and be confirm’d 355 

Ere thou from hence depart, know I am fent 
To fhow thee what fhall come in future days 
To thee and to thy oiTsprmg » good with bad 
E ^pe£l to hear, fupernal grace contending 
Whth iinfulnefs of men , thereby to learn 360 

True patience, and to temper joy with fear 
And p^oas foirow, equally mur’d 
By moderation either ilate to bear* 

Prolpeious or adverfe fo flialt thou lead 
,bafefi: thy life, and befi: prepar’d mdure 365 

Thy moit-al pallage when it comes Afcend 
Tins hid , let Eve (for I have drench’d her eyes) 

Here fleep below, while thou to forefight 
As once thou llept’fi:, while file to life was form’d. 

To whom dius Adam gratefully reply’d. 370 
Afcend, i follow thee, fafe Guide, the path 
Thou lead’ll me’, and to the hand of Heav’n fubmit, 
Hov\ever chafi’mng, to die evil turn 
My obvious bieafi, arming to overcome 
By fuilenng, and earn rell from labor won, 375 
If fo I may attain. So both afcend 
In the vifions of God : It was a hill 
Of Paradife the higheft, from whofe top 
The hemifphere of earth in cleared ken 
Stj etch’d out to th’ ampleft reach of proipe^ lay, 380 
Not high’er that hill nor wider iookmg round. 

Whereon for deficient caufe the Tempter fet 
Vot. XL H 


Our 
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Our fecond Adam in the wddernefsi 

To (hw him all earth*s kingdoms and their glory* 

His eye might there command wherever Hood 385 
City of old or modern fame, the feat 
Of mightieft empire, from the deftm^d walls 
Of Cambak, feat of Cathaian Can, 

And Samarchand by Oxas, Temir's throne, 

To Paqum of Sinaean kmgs, and thence 390 

To Agra and Labor of great Mogul 

Down to the golden Cherfonefe, or where 

The Perfian m Ecbatan fat, or £nce 

In Hifpahan, or where the Ruffian Kfar 

In Mofco, or ihe Sultan in Bmnce, 395 

TurchcHan-bom , nor could his eye not ken 

Th^ empire of Negus to his utmoft port 

Ercoco, and the lefs maritim kmgs 

Mombaza, and Qaiioa, and Mehnd, 

And Sofala thought Ophir, to the realm 400 

Of Congo, and Angola fertheft ibuth , 

Or thence from Niger Hood to Adas mount 
The kingdoms of Almanibr, Fez and Suz, 

Marocco and Algiers, and Tremifen ; 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to fway 4^5 
The world . in fpFnt perhaps he alfo faw 
Rich Mexico the feat of M-oatezume, 

And Cufco in Peifu, &e richer feat 

Of Atabahpa, and yet unQioii^d 

Guiana, wkofe great city Geryon’s &ns 410 

Call El Dorado , but to nobler fights 

Michael Som Adames eyes the film remov’d. 


Which 
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Which that falfe fruit that promisM clearer fight 
Had bred; thea purged wi 4 euphrafy and rue 
The vifual nerve, for he had much to fee; 41 j 
And from the well of life three drop$ inM^dL 
So deep the power of thefe ingredients pierc’(h 
E^en to th’ mmoft feat of mental £ghtp 
That Adam now enforced to clofe his eyes, 

Bunk down, and all his Ipmts become intranet ^ 420 
But him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon rais’d, and his attention thus recalled. 

Adam, now ope thine eyes, and firft behold 
Th’ efieds which thy original enme hath wrought 
In feme to Ipnng from thee, who never touch’d 425 
Th’ excepted tree, nor with the Jhake conlpir’d. 

Nor finn’d thy fin, yet from that fin derive 
Corruption to bring ferth more violent deeds. 

His eyes he open’d, and beheld a field, 
part arable and tilth, whereem were feeaves 430 
New reap’d, the other part iheep-walks and folds, 

I’ th’ midft an altar as the land-mark 

Ruihe, of grafiy ferd 5 timber anon 

A fweaty reaper from his tillage 

Firii fruits, the green ear, and die yellow feeafi 455 

Uncdl’d, as came to hand; a Ihepherd next 

More meek came with the firfilmgs of his lodk 

Choaceft and befi; then iacriiicMig, laid 

The inwards and their fm, with mcenfe firow'd. 

On the cleft wood, and all due rites perfbjm'i 440 
His ofienng foon propitious fire from Heaven 
Confum’d with mnible gkace, and grateful Seam ; 

H » The 
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The other’s mot, for hts was not fincere , 

Whcieat he inly rag’d, and as they talk’d, 

Smote him into the midriff with a ftone 44 j 

That beat out life, he fell, and deadly pale 
Groan’d out his foul with gufliing blood eilus’d 
Much at that fight was Adam m his heart 
Diimay’d, and thus in hafte to th’ Angel cry’d 
V O Teacher, lome great mifchief hath befall’n 450 
To that meek man, who well had ficnfic’d , 

Is piety thus and pure devotion paid ? 

T’ whom Michael thus, he alfo mov’d, repin’d 
Thefe two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins , th’ unjuii the juil hath fiam, 45 j 
For ejivy that his brother’s offering found 
From Heav’n acceptance; but the bloody fa£l 
Will be aveng’d, and th’ other’s faith approv’d 
Lofe no reward, though here thou fee him die, 
-Rolling mdufi: and gore. To which our fire. 46# 
Alas, both for the deed and for the caufe I 
But have f now feen Death i Is this the way 
I muft return to native duft I 0 fight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold, 

Hornd to think, how hornble to feel ^ 465 

To whom thus Michael* Death tliou hafi feen 
In his firft fcape on man, but many fiiapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To Ins grim cave, all difmal , yet to fenfe 
More ternble at th’ entrance than within 470 

Some, as thou faw’fi, by violent firoke fiiall die. 

By fire, flood, famin, by intemp ’ranee more 


In 
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In meats and drinks, which on the earth fliall bung 
Difeafes dire, of which a monllrous crew 
Before tliee fhall appear, that thou mayft know 475 
What mifery th' mabftinence of Eve 
Shall bring on men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appear’d, fad, noifome, dark, 

A lazar-houfe it feem’d, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all difeasM, all maladies 4B0 

Of ghadly fpafm, or rackmg torture, qualms 
Of heart-lick agony, all feveious kinds, 

Convuliions, epilepfies, fierce catarrhs, 

Intelhn Hone and ulcer, colic pangs, 

pemoniac phrenssy, moaping melancholy, 485 

And moon-ilruck madnefs, pinmg atrophy* 

Marafmus, and wide-waftmg pefclence, 

Dropfies, and akhmas, and joint-racking rheums* 

Dire was the tojGTmg, deep the groans, De^air 
Tended the fick buiiek from couch to couch; 49a 
And over them triumphant Death Hs dart 
Shook, but delay’d to ilnke, though oft invok’d 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 

Sight fo deform what heart of rock could long 
Dry-ey’d behold ? Adam could not, but wept, 495 
Though not of woman born , compalTion quell’d 
His bek of man, and gave him up to tears 
A fpace, till firmer thoughts refbain’d excefs. 

And fcarce recovenng words hxs plaint renew’d. 

O miferable mankmd, to what fall 5^ 

Degraded, to v^hat wretched kate relerv’d * 

Better end here unborn. Why is life given 

H3 
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To be thus wiefted fiom n$ ? rather why 
Obtjuded on us thus f who if we knew 
What we leceiye, would either not accept joj 
Life offer ’4 or foon beg to lay it down. 

Glad to be ib difmifsM in peace. Can thus 
Th’ image of God m man created once 
So goodly and eieO:, though faulty fince^ 

To fuch unfightly fuftemg^ be debased jio 

Under inhuman pains ? Why fhould not man. 
Retaining HiU dmne fimilitude 
In part, from fuch deformities be free. 

And for his Maker^S image fake exempt > 

Their Maker^s image, anfwerM Michael, then 51J 
Forfook them, when themfehes they Vihfy^d 
To ferve ungovern’d appetite, and took 
His image whom they ferv’d, a brutifli vice^ 

Indu6hve mainly to the fin of Eve. 

Therefore fo abjed is their punifhment, 5# 

Disfiguring not God’s Iikenefs, but their own^ 

Or if his likencfs, by themfelves defac’d. 

While they pervert pure nature’s healthful rules 
To loathfome ficknefs, worthily, fince they 
God’s image did not reverence in themfclves, 5*1 
1 yield It jufi, faid Adam, and fubmit. 

But IS there yet no other way, befides 
Thefe painful pailages, how we may ccmc 
To death, and mix with our connatural dull ^ 

There is, faid Michael, if thou well obferve 550 
The rule of not too much, by temp’rance taught. 

In what thou eat’ft and dnnk’fi, feeking from thence 

Due 
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Doe nounfhment, not gluttonous delight. 

Till many years over thy head return 
So may ’ft thou live, till like npe fruit thou drop 535 
Into thy mother’s lap, or be with eafe 
Gather’d, not harlhly pluck’d, for death mature. 

This IS old age, but then thou muft outhve 
Thy youth, thy ftrength, thy beauty, which will change 
To wither’d, weak, and gray; thy fenfes then 540 
Obtufe, all tafte of pleafure muft forgo. 

To what thou haft, and for the air of youth. 

Hopeful and chearfol, in thy blood wiH reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry 
To weigh thy ipirits down, and laft confume 5^45 
The balm of hfe. Tp whom our anceftor. 

Henceforth I £y not death, nor would prolong 
Life much, bent rather how I may he ^uit 
Faireft and eafteft of this cumbrous charge, 

V^hich I muft keep till my appointed day 550 
Of rendring up, aud patiently attend 
My diftblution Michael reply’d. 

Nor love tjiy hfe, nor bate; but what thou Ev*ft 
Live well, haw long or ftiort permit to Heaven 
And now prepare thee for another fight 55J 

He look’d, and faw a Ipacious plain, wherem 
Were tents of various hue, by feme were herds 
Of cattel grazmg ; others, whence the Ibund 
Of inftruments tliat made melodious chime 
Was heard> of harp and organ, and who mov’d 
Their flops and chords was feen , his volant touch 
Inflindt through all proportions low and high 

H4 
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Fled and purfuM tranfverfe the refonant fugue. 

In other part flood one who at the forge 
Laboring, two maffy clods of jr’on and brafs 565 

Had melted, (whether found where cafual fire 
Had wafted woods on mountain or m vale, 

Down to the vems of earth, thence gliding hot 
To fome cavers mouth, or whether wafh’d by ftream 
From underground) the liquid ore he drain'd 570 
Into fit molds prepar’d, from which he form’d 
Firft his own tools , then, what might elfe be wrought 
Fufil or graven in metal. After tbefe. 

But on the hither fide, a different fort 

From the high neighb’rmg hills, which was their feat, 

Down to the plam defcended by tlieir gmfe 

Juft men they feem’d, and all their ftudy bent 

To worihip God aright, and know his works 

Not hid;^ nor diofe things laft which might preferve 

Freedom and peace to men . they on the plain 58® 

Long had not walk’d, when from the tents behold 

A bevy of fair women, richly gay 

In gems and wanton diefs 5 to th’ harp they fung 

Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on. 

The men, though grave, ey’d them, and let their eye* 
Rove without rem, till in the amorous net 
Faft caught, they lik’d, and each his hking chofe j 
And now of love they treat, till th’ evemng ftar. 
Love’s harbmger, appear’d, then all in heat 
They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke 59a 
Hymen, then firft to marriage rites invok’d • 

With feaft and muftc all the tents refound. 


Suck 
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Such happy interview and fair event 
Of love and youth not loil, fongs, garlands, flowers. 
And charming fymphomes, attach^ the heait 595 
Of Adam foon mckn’d admit delight. 

The bent of nature ; which he thus expreL’d 
True opener of mine eyes, pnme Angel bleil. 

Much better feems this viiion, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than thofe two pail ; 600 

Tliofe were of hate and death, or pam much worfe. 
Here nature ieems fulflIPd in all her ends 

To whom thus Michael Judge not what is befl 
By pleafure, though to nature feemmg meet. 

Created, as thou art, to nobler end 60^ 

Holy and pure, conformity divine. 

Thofe tents thou fo pleafknt, were the tents 

Of wickednefs, wherein ihall dwell his race 

Who flew his brother, fludious they appear 

Of arts that pohih life, inventors rare, 610 

Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 

Taught them, but they his gifts acknowledge none# 

Yet they a beauteous ofspnng fliall beget 1 

For that fair female troop thou fewe, that kem*d 

Of Goddeflfes, fo blithe, fo finooth, fo gay, $15 

Yet empty of all good wherein coniifls 

Woman’s domefhc honor and chief praife , 

Bred only and completed to the tafle 
Of luflftd appetite, to fing, to dance. 

To drefs, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye# 6 zo 
To thefe that ibber race of men, whofe lives 
Religious titled them the &m of God^ 


Shall 
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Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame 
Ignobly, to tlie trams and to the fmdes 
Of thefe fair atheifts, and now fwim in joy, 625 
Erelong to fwim at large, and laugh, for which 
The world erelong a world of tears muft weep. 

To whom thus Adam of ftiort joy bereft. 

O pity’ and (hame, that they who to live well 
Enter’d fo fair, fhould turn afide to tread 630 

Paths indirea, or in tire mid-way faint I 
But ftjH I fee the tenor of Man’s woe 
Holds on tlie fame, from Woman to begin* 

Fiom Man’s efteminate flacknefs it begins. 

Said th’ Angel, who fhould better hold his place 635 
By wifdom and fuperior gifts receiv’d. 

But now prepare thee for another fcene. 

He look’d, and faw wide terntoxy fpread 
Before him, towns, and rural works between, 

Cmes of men with lofty gates and towers, 640 

Concourfe in arms, fierce faces threatning war. 

Giants of mighty bcme, and bold empnfe; 

Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming Seed, 

Single or in array of battel rang’d 

Both horfe and foot, nor idly muft’nng Hood 5 645 

One way a band feleft from forage drives 

A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kine 

Prom a fat meadow ground , or Eeecy flock. 

Ewes and their bleating lambs over the plain, 

"Jfheir booty 5 fcarce with life the fhepherds fly, 650 
But call m aid, which makes a bloody fray 5 
With cruel torneament the fqaadrons join , 


Where 
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Where cattel paftur’d late, now fcatter’d lies 
With carcafles and arms th^ mfangum’'d field 
Deferted Others to a city ftrong 655 

Lay fiege, incamp’d ; by battery, fcale, and mme, 
Afiaulting , others from the wall defend 
With dart and j-avelin. Hones and fulphorous fire; 

On each hand llaughter and gigantic deeds. 

In otlier part the fcepter^d heralds call 66a 

To council in the city gates - anon 

Grey-headed men and grave, with warriors mixM, 

AflTemble, and harangues are heard, but £bon 

In faflious oppoiition, tdl at laH 

Of middle age one nfing, emment 665 

In wife deport, fpake much of right and wrong. 

Of juHice, of religion, truth and peace. 

And judgment from above ; him old and young 
Exploded, and had feia’d with violent hands. 

Had not a cloud defcending fhatch’d him thence 670 
Unfeen amid the throng • fo violence 
Proceeded, and opprelfion, and fword‘-law 
Through all the plain, and refuge none was foundU 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 
Lamenting tumM full fad, O what me thefe, 67 j 
Death^s mimfters, not men, who thus deal death 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply 
Ten thoufand fold the fin of km who flew 
His brother for of whom fuch maSacre 
Make they but of their brethren, men of men ? 6Sa 
But who was that juft man, whom had not Heaven 
Refcued, had m ks righteoufcefs been loft? 


To 
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To whom thus Michael Thefe are the product 
Of thofe ill-mated maiiiages tliou faw’li: ; 

Where good with bad weic match’d, who of themfelves 
Abhor to join , and by imprudence mix’d. 

Produce prodigious births of body’ or mind* 

Such were thefe giants, men of kgh renown; 

For in thofe days might only fhall be’ admir’d. 

And valor and heroic virtue call’d ; 690 

To overcome m battel, and fubdue 
Nations, and bring home fpoils with infinite 
Man-flaughter, lhall be held the higheli pitch 
Of human glory, and for glory done 
Qf triumph, to be ftii’d great concjuerors, 695 

Patrons of mankind, Gods, and fons of Gods, 
Deftroyers rightlier call’d and plagues of men* 

Thus fame {hall be achiev’d, renown on earth. 

And what mofi: merits fame in iilence hid 

But he the fev’nth from thee, whom thou beheldfl: 700 

The only righteous in a world perverfe. 

And therefore hated, therefore fo befet 
Witli foes for daring fingle to be juft. 

And utter odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his Samts * him the moft High 705 
Rapt m a balmy cloud with winged fteeds 
Did, as thou faw’ft, receive, to walk with God 
High in falvauon and the climes of blifs. 

Exempt from death , to fhow thee what reward 
Awaits the good, the reft what punifhment ; 710 

Which now dired thine eyes and foon behold. 

He look’d, and ikw the face of, things quite chang’d; 

The 
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The brazen throat of war had ceas’d to roar 
Ail now was turn’d to jollity and game. 

To luxury and not, feail and dance, 715 

Mair/ing or prodituting, as befel. 

Rape or adultery, where paffing fair 
Allur’d them , thence from cups to civil liroils. 

At length a reverend fire among them came. 

And of their doings great diflike declar’d 720 

And tefiify’d agamfi: then ways 5 he oft 
Frequented then afiemblies, wheiefo met. 

Triumphs or fefiivals, and to them pleach’d 
Converfion and repentance, as to fouls 
In pnfon undei judgments imminent . 723 

But all in vain which when he faw, he ceas’d 
Contending, and remov’d his tents far oiF, 

Then from the mountain hewing timber tall. 

Began to build a vefifel of huge bulk, 

Meafui ’d by cubit, length, and bieadth, and highth, ‘ 
Smear’d round with pitch, and m the fide a door 
Contriv’d, and of provifions laid m large 
For man and bead: when lo a wondei ft range ! 

Of eveiy beaft, and bird, and infed fmall 
Came fev’ns, and pairs, and enter’d in, as taught 735 
Their order laft the fire, and his three fons 
With their four wives j and God made fall the door. 
Meanwhile the fouth-wind role, and with black wings 
Wide hovering, all the clouds together drove 
From under Heav’n , the hills to then fupply 740 
l^apor, and exhalation dufk and moill. 

Sent up amam, and now the thicken’d &y 


Like 
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Like a dark cielsng Hood, down ruih*d the rain 
Impetuous, and continued tiil the earth 
No more was feen, the flotmg veiTel fwum 745 
Uplifted, and fecure with beaked prow 
Rode tilting o’er the waves , all dwcllmgs elfe 
Flood overwhelm’d, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll’d ; fea cover’d fea. 

Sea without (hoie; and m their palaces 750 

Where lux:ury late reign’d, fea-monilers whelp’d 
And llabled, of mankind, fo numeious late. 

All left, in one fmall bottom fwum imbark’d* 

How didll thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy offspring, end fo fad, 75 j 

Depopulation * thee another flood. 

Of tears and f<^row’ a flood thee alfo drown’d. 

And funk thee as thy fons ; till gsndy rear’d 
By th* Angel, on thy feet thou flood’fl: at lafl. 

Though comfortlefs, as when a father mourns 
,His children, all in view deflioy’d at once , 

And fcarce to th’ Angel utter’dfl: thus thy plamt. 

O vifions ill fbrefeen ^ better had I 
Liv’d Ignorant of future, fo had borne 
My part of evil only, each day’s lot yfij 

Enough to bear , thofe now, that were dBpens’d 
The burd’n of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreteiowledge gaming birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being, 

With thought that diey mufl: be* Let no man feek 
Henceforth to be foretold what lliall befall 
Him or his children, evil he may be fure, 
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Which neither his foreknowing cm prevent. 

And he the future evil £hall no lefs 
In apprehenfion than in fubftance feel 77^ 

Grievous to bear * but that care now is pafo 
Man IS not whom to warn thrfe few cfcap’d 
Famin and angaifli will at laft confome 
Wand’ring that watry defert* I had hope 
When violence was ceasM, and war on eardi, jBo 
All would have then gone well,peacc woiddhave crowned 
With length of happy days the race of man ; 

But I was far deceiv'd 5 for now I fee 
Peace to corrupt no lefs than war to wa&* 

How comes it thus ^ unfold, ceieihal Guide, 

And whether here the race of man will end. 

To whom thus Michael* Thofe whom lall thou fow’ft 
In triumph and luxunous wealth, arc they 
Firfi: feen m aS:s of prowefs eminent 
And great exploits, but of true virtue vcid j 79a 
Who having much blood, and done much ^afte. 
Subduing nations, and achiev'd thereby 
Fame in the world, hi]g^ tides, lachprey. 

Shall change their courfe to plealhre^ cafe, and Smk, 
Surfeit, and lull, till wantxaiuefs and prkk 795 

Raife out of inendfhip hoihle deeds in peace* 

The conquer’d alio, and mflav'd by war. 

Shall with their freedom loft all virrtie bfe 
And fear of God, from whom their piety feign'd 
In fbarp conteft of battel found no md 80O 

Againft invaders , therefore codi^d m zeal 
Thencefordi feall pi‘a^b€e how to hve fectuse. 

Worldly 
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Worldly or di^lute, on what their lords 

Shall leave tliem to enjoy ; for th^ earth fliali bear 

More than enough, that temp’^rance may be try^d : 

So all fhall turn degenerate, all depravM, 

Juftice and temp Vance, truth and faith forgot; 

One man except, the only fon of hght 
Tn a dark age, agamft example good, 

Againft allurement, cuftom, and a world 8io 

OiFended 5 featlefs of reproach and fcorn. 

Or violence, he of their wicked ways 

Shall them admomfh, and before them fet 

The paths of nghteoufnefs, how much more fafe, 

And full of peace, denouncmg wiath to come 8i| 
On their impenitence , and dial! return 
Of them dended, but of God obfervM 
The one juft man ahve ; by his command 
Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou beheldft. 

To fave himfelf and houftiold from amidft S20 

A world devote to univerfal wrack. 

No fooner he with them of man and beaft 
Select for life fhall in the ark be lodged, 

And ftieiter^d round, but all the catarafls 
Of Heav’n fet open on the earth lhall pour 825 
Ram day and night, all fountains of the deep 
Broke up, fliall heave the ocean to ufurp 
Beyond all bounds, till inundation nfe 
Above the higheft hills then ftiall this mount 
Of Paradxfe by might of waves be mov'd 830 

Out of his place, pufti'd by the horned floods* 

With all his verdure ipoil^d, and trees adrift. 


Down 
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Down the great river to the op’mng gulf. 

And there take root an iland lalt and bare. 

The haunt of feals, and ores, and fea-mews clang 8 j j 
To teach thee that God attributes to place 
No fandity, if none be thither brought 
By men who there frequent, or therem dwell 
And now what further lhall enfue, behold. 

He looked, and faw the ark hull on the flood, 840 
Which now abated , for the clouds were fled, 

Diiv’n by a keen north-wind, that blowing dry 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decay'd , 

And the clear fun on his wide watry glafs 
Gaz'd hot, and of the frelh wave largely drew, 845 
As after thirfl, which made their flowing flinnk 
From ftandmg lake to tripping ebb, that flole 
With foft foot tow'ards the deep, who now had fiopt 
His fluces, as the Heav'n his windows fliut 
The ark no more now fiotes, but feeras on ground 
Fail on the top of fome high mountain fix'd. 

And now the tops of hills as rocks appear j 
With clamor thence the rapid currents dnve 
Tow'ards the retreating fea their funous ude. 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies, 855 

And after him, the forer meffenger, 

A dove lent forth once and again to fpy 
Green tree or ground whereon his foot may light j 
The fecond time returmng, in his bill 
An olive leaf he brings, pacific fign • 860 

Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark 
The ancient fire deicends with all his tram j 
VOL. XI, I 
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Then With uphfted hands, and eyes devout. 

Grateful to Heav’n, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and m the cloud a bow 865 

Confpicuous with three lifted colors gay. 

Betokening peace from God, and covenant new. 
Whereat the heart of Adam erft fo fad 
Greatly rejoic’d, and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou who future things canft leprefent 87® 
As prefent, heav’nly Inftrudor, I revive 
At this laft fight, aflur’d that man ftiall live 
With all the cieatures, and their feed prefeive. 

Far left I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked fons deftioy’d, than I rejoice B75 

For one man found fo perfeift and fo juft. 

That God vouchfafes to 1 aife another world 

From him, and all his anger to forget 

But fay, what mean thofe color’d ftreaks m Heaven 

Diftended as the brow of God appeas’d, 880 

Or ferve they as a fiow’ry verge to bind 

The fluid fktrts of that fame watry cloud. 

Left It again diflblve and ftiow’r the earth ? 

To whom th’ Arch-Angel Dextroufly thou aim’ftj 
So willingly doth God remit his ire, 885 

Though late repenting him of man deprav’d, 

Guev’d at his heart, when lookmg down he faw 
The whole eartli fill’d witli violence, and all fieih 
Corrupting each their way , yet, thofe remov’d. 

Such grace lhall one juft man find in his fight, 890 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind. 

And makes a covenant never to deftroy 
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The earth again by flood, nor let the fea 
Surpafs his bounds, nor ram to drown the world 
With man therein or faeafl , but when he brings S95 
Over the earth a cloud, will therein fet 
His tnple-color’d bow, whereon to look. 

And call to imnd his covenant * day and nighty 
Seed-time and harvefl, heat and hoary frofl: 

Shall hold their courfe, till fire purge all things new^ 
Both Heaven and Earth wherein the jufl: Ihall dwell 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Angel Michael continues from the £ood to relate 
what ihall fucceed , then, in the menuon of Abra- 
ham, comes by degrees to explain who that Seed of 
the Woman lhali be, which was promifed Adam and 
Eve in the fall ; his incarnation, death, refurrefhon, 
and afcenfion; die Hate of the chuich till his fe- 
cond coming- Adam greatly fatisfied and re-coxn- 
forted by thefe relations and promifes defcends the 
hill with Michael , wakens Eve, who all this while 
had flept, but with gentle dreams compos’d ta 
qmetnels of mind and fubmilEon. Michael m either 
hand leads them out of Paradife, the fiery fword 
waving behind them, and the Cherubim taking their 
Jfiatioas to guard the place* 
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A S one who m his journey bates at noon, 

Thouglv bent on ipeed ; fo here th* Arch- Angel 
paus’d 

Betwixt the world deftroy’d and world rellor’4 
If Adam ought perhaps might mterpofe , 

Then with tranfition fweet new fpeech refumes f 
Thus thou haft feen one world beghi and end ; 

And man as from a Ihcond ftock proceed. 

"Much thou haft yet to fee> but I perceive 

Thy mortal light to fail, objeas divme 

M’uft needs impair and weary human fenfe : lo 

Henceforth what is to come I will relate. 

Thou therefore give due audience, and attenA 
This fecond fource of men, while yet but few, 

Aird while the diead of judgment paft remains 
Frefh in their minds, feanng the Deity, t$ 

With feme regard to what is jaft and right 
5hall lead their kves, and multiply apace, 

Lab’nng the foil, and reaping plenteous crop. 

Corn, wme* and od j and from the herd or ftodr# 

Oft facniicmg bullock. Jamb, or fcid, ^ 

With large wme*oftermgs pour’4 and facred 

1 4 ShaS 
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Shall fpend their days in joy unblamM, and dwell 
Long time in peace by families and tribes 
Undei paternal rule till one lhall rife 
Of proud ambitious heart, who not content 
With fair equality, fraternal ftate. 

Will arrogate dominion undeferv’d 
Over his brethren,*and quite dilpoffefs 
Concoid and law of nature from the earth. 

Hunting (and men not beafts iliall be his game) 50 
With war and hoiiile fnare fuch as refufe 
Su%e£hon to his empire tyrannous 
A mighty hunter thence he fhall be ftil’d 
Before the Lord, as in delpite of Heaven, 

Or from Heav’n claming fecond fovranty ; jj 

And from rebellion £hall derive his name. 

Though of rebelhon others he accufe. 

He with a crew, whom hke ambition joins 
With lam or under him to tyrannize, 

Marchmg from Eden tow’ards the weft, fhall find 4Q 
Th^ plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of Hell 5 
Of brick, and of that fluff they caft to build 
A city’ and tow’r, whofe top may reach to Heaven; 
And get themfelves a name, left far difpers’d 45 
In foreign lands their memory be loft, 

Regardlefs whether good or evd fame. 

But God, who oft ddcends to vifit men 
Unfeen, and through then habitations walks 
Tp mark their doings, them beholding foon, ja 
Comes down to fee their city, ere the tower 


Obftmft 
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Obiiru6: Heav’n-tow’rs, and m denfion fets 

Upon their tongues a various fpi’rit to rafe 

Quite out their native language, and inftead 

To low a jangling noife of words unknown : j j 

Forthwith a hideous gabble nfes loud 

Among the builders 5 each to other calls 

Not underllood, till hoarfe, and all m rage^ 

As mock’d they ftorm, great laughter was in Heaven 
And looking down, to fee the hubbub ftrange 60 
And hear the dm; thus was the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Confulion nam’d* 

Whereto thus Adam fatherly dilpleas’d, 

O execrable Ion fo to alpire 

Above his brethren, to himlelf alfuming 

Authority ufurp’d, from God not given ; 

He gave us only over beaft, filh, fowl. 

Dominion abfolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation, but man over men 
He made not lord , fuch title to hiiafelf 70 

Referving, human left from human free^ 

But this ufurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man ; to God his tow’r intends 
Siege and defiance , Wretched man ! what food 
WiB he convey up thither to fulkm 75 

Himfelf and his ralh army, where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails grofs. 

And familh him of breath, if not of bread ? 

To whom thus Michael Jufliy thou abhorr’R 
That fon, who on the quiet Hate of men 8a 

Such trouble brought, affetog to fufadue 


Rational 
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Rational liberty, yet know witha!. 

Since thy original lapfc, true liberty 
lis loft, which always with right reafon dwells 
Twinn’d, and from her hath ito dividual beings jgj 
Reafon in man obfcur^d, or not obey'd. 

Immediately inordinate defires 

And upftart paffions catch the government 

From reafon, and to fervitade reduce 

Man till then free* Therefbre fince he permits 

Within himfelf unworthy pow'rs to reign 

Over free reafon, Gfod in judgment juft 

Subje£ls him from without to violent lords; 

Who oft as undefervedly ittthrall 

His outward freedom tyranny muft be, jj 

Though to the tyrant thereby no excufe. 

Yet fometimes nations will decline fo^low 
From virtue, winch is reafon, that no wrong, 

^But juftice, and fome fatal curfe annex'd, 

I)epnves them of theh* outward liberty, lOO 

Their inward loft * Witnefs th' irreverent fba 
Of him who buSt the ark, who for the Iham© 

Done to hie father, heard this heavy curfe, 

Serwfit iffirvmts, oii his vicious race* 

Thus will tins latter, as the former world, 

Still tend from bad to worfo, till God at kft 
Weaned with their iHiquitos, witlidraw 
His prefence from among them, and avert 
His holy eyes , refolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to their own polluted ways ; 

And one peculiar nation to fekdl 

From 
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From aS the reii, of whom to be invok’d^ 

A nation from one faithful man to ipnng • 

Him on this Me Euphrates yet re£dmg. 

Bred up in idol-worfhip ; O that men 
(Canft thou believe ?) Ihould be fo fttipid grown. 
While yet the patriarch hv'd, who fcap'^d the fioodj 
As to forfake the living God, and fall 
To worfhip their own work m wood and fione 
For Gods ! yet him God the moil High vouchfafes t20 
To call by vifiott from hts father^s houfe. 

His kindred and falfe Gods, into a land 
Which he will ihew him, and from him will mfe 
A mighty nation, and upon him ihower 
His benedifrion lb, that m hts feed 
All nations lhall be blefr, he feat obeys. 

Not knowing to what land, yet firm beSetes : 

I fee him, but thou canfr not, with what fmth 
He leaves his Gods, his friends^ and nanye fed 
Hr of Chaldea, pafiing now the fysi. 

To Haran, after hint a emnbrous tram* 

Of herds and fioeks,and numei^iia fervitiidei 
Not wand’nng poor, but truilmg si Ms 
With God, who callM him, m aland unfenowm 
Canaan he now attains ; I fee his tents 
Pitched about Sechem, and the neighboring plain 
Of Moreh , there by promife he receiver- 
Gift to his progeny of aM that Ii^, 

From Hamath northward to the defert feuth, 

(Things hf iidk names I eall, though yet tmuafh^djr 
From Hermon eaft to die psem wefem fea ; 
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Mount Hermon, yonder fea, each place behold 
In profpedl, as I point them ; on the Ihore 
Mount Carmel 5 here the double-founted Hreant 
Jordan, true limit eallward, but his fons 
Shall dwell to Semr> that long ridge of hills. 

This ponder, that all nations of the earth 
Shall in his feed be blefs’d, by that feed 
Is meant thy gieat dehverer, who Jlhall brmfe 
yhe Serpent’s head, whereof to thee anon Ijd 
Plaxnlier fliaU be reveal’d. This patriarch bleft. 
Whom faithful Abraham due time lhall call, 

A fon, and of his fon a grand-child leaves. 

Like him in faith, in wifdom, and renown $ 

The grand-child with twelve fons increas’d departs 

From Canaan, to a land hereafter call’d 

Egypt, divided by the river Nile j 

See where it flows, difgorging at fev^n mouths 

Into the fea to Ibjourn m that land 

|Ie comes invited by a younger fon 160 

In time of dearth, a fon whofe worthy deeds 

Raife him to be the fecond m that realm 

Of Pharaoh ; there he dies, and leaves his race 

Growing into a nation, and now grown 

SuQ)e£l:ed to a fequent king, who feeks l6| 

To flop theii overgrowth, as inmate guefls 

Too numerous; whence of guefls he makes them Haves 

Inholpitably’, and kills their infant males . 

Tali by two brethren (thofe two brethren call 
Mofes and ^aron) fent from God to dame I70 
His people from intbralment, they return 


With 
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With glory’ and fpod back to their promis’d land* 
But fird the lawlefs tyrant, who denies 
To know their God, or mePage to regard. 

Mull be compell’d by figns and judgments dire, 175 
To blood unfhed the rivers mufl: be turn’d ; 

Frogs, lice, and flies, mufl: all his palace fill 
With loath’d intrufion, and fill all the land; 

His cattel mull of rot and murren die 5 

Botches and blains mufl all his flefh imbofs, 1 8a 

And all his people, thunder mix’d with had. 

Hail mix’d with fiie, mufl rend th’ Egyptian iky. 

And wheel on th’ earth, devoumg where it rolls ; 
What it devoms not, heib, or fruit, or gram, 

A darkfome cloud of locufts Iwarmmg down 185 
Mufi: efit, and on the ground leave nothing green, 
Darknefs mufl overlhadow all his bounds. 

Palpable darknefs, and blot out three days ; 

Laft with one midnight Ifroke all the firfl-born 
Of Egypt mufl he dead. Thus widi ten wounds 19a 
The nver-dragon tam’d at length fubmxts 
To let his fojourners depart, and oft 
Humbles his flubborn heart, but flill as zee 
More harden’d after thaw, till in his rage 
Purfuing whom he late difmifs’d, the lea 195 

Swallows him with his hofl, but them lets pafl 
As on dry land between two cryflai walls. 

Aw’d by the rod of Mofes fo to fland 
Divided, till his lefcu’d gam their fhore 
Such wondrous pow’r God to his faint will lend, 200 
Though prefent in Jus Angel, who ihall go 
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Before tliem m a cloud, and pill^ar of fire, 

By day a cloud, by mght a pdl’ar of fire. 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 
Behind them, while th* obdurate king purfues , ^ 

All night he will purfue, but his approach 
Darknefs defends between till morning watch , 

Then through the fiery pillar and the cloud 
God loobng forth will trouble all his hofl. 

And craze their chariot wheels: when by command z'lo 
Mofes once more his potent rod extends 
Over the fea, the fea his rod obeys. 

On their imbattdM ranks the waves return. 

And overwhelm their war . the race eled 

Safe towards Canaan from the Ihore advance aij 

Through the wild defert, not the readiell way. 

Left entring on the Canaanite alarm’d 
War terrify them inexpert, and fear 
Return them back to Egypt, choofing rather 
Inglorious life with fervitude ; for hfe 22^ 

To noble and ignoble 1$ more Iweet 
Untiam’d in arms, where raflmefs leads not on.. 

This alfo (hall they gam by their delay 
In the wide wdderaefs, there they fhall found 
Their government, and their great fenate choofe 22J 
Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordain’d. 
God from the mount of Sinai, whofe gray top 
Shall tremble, he defcending, will himfelf 
In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets found. 
Ordain them laws , part fuch as appertain 230 
To civil juftice, part religious rites 
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Of facnfice, informmg them, by types 
And {hadows, of that deftin^d Seed to bruife 
The Serpent, by what means he ihall achieve 
Mankind’s dehverance But the voice of Ood 235 
To mortal ear is dreadful, they befeech 
That Mofes might report to them his will. 

And terror ceafe , he grants what they befought 

Inftrn£led that to God is no accefs 

Without mediator, whofe high office now ^40 

Mofes ir figure bears, to introduce 

One greater, of whofe day he fhal! foretd. 

And all the prophets in their age the times 
Of great Meffi’ah fhall fing. Thus laws and utes 
Ellablifh’d, fuch delight hath God m men ijS4j 
Obedient to his will, that he vouchfafes 
Among them to fet up his tabernacle. 

The holy One with mortal men to dwell : 

By his prefcript a fanduary is fram’d 

Of cedar, overlaid with gpld^ therein 2^0 

An ark, and in the ark his teibmony. 

The records of his covenant, over thele 
A mercy-feat of gold between the wmgfi 
Of two bnght Cherubim, before bm bum 
Sev’n lamps as m a ssodiac reprefenting ^55 

The heav’niy fires ; over the tent a doud 
Shall refi by day, a fiery gleam by night. 

Save when they journey, and at length they come. 
Conduced by his Angef to the land 
Promis’d to Abraham and h® jfeed " the refl 
Were long to tell, haw mahy battels foughts 

How 
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How many kings deftroy’d, and kingdoms won, 

Oi how the fun Oiall in mid Heav’n Hand ftdl 
A day entire, and nightN due courfe adjourn, 

Man’s voice commanding, Sun in Gibcon Hand, a6j 
And thou moon in the vale of Aialon, 

Till Ifrael overcome, fo call the third 
From Abraham, fon of Ifaac, and from him 
His whole defcent, who thus fiiall Canaan wm 
Here Adam interpos’d. O fent from Heaven, 
Inlightner of my darknefs, gracious things 
Thou haft reveal’d, thofe clnefiy which concern 
Juft Abraham and hi$ feed now ftrft I find 
Mine eyes true opening, and my heart much eas’d, 
Erewhile perplex’d with thoughts what would become 
Of me and all mankind ; but now I fee 
His day, in whom all nations fliail be blell. 

Favor unmerited by me, who fought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 

Tins yet I apprehend not, why to thofe 
Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth 
So many and fo various laws are given . 

So many laws argue fo many fins 

Among them, how can God with fiich refide > 

To whom thus Michael Doubt not but that fin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot ; 

And therefore was law giv’n them to evince 
Their natural pravitv, by ftirnng up 
Sm againft law to fight that when they fee 
iiaw can difcover fin, but not remove, 290 

Save by tliofo lhadowy expiations weak. 


The 



129 


BookXIL PARADISE L O S T. 


The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude 
Some blood more precious muil be paid for man. 

Juft for unjuf!:, that in fuch nghteoufnels 

To them by faith imputed, they may find 29J 

Juflification towards God, and peace 

Of confcience, which the law by ceremonies 

Cannot appeafe, nor man the moral part 

Perform, and not performing cannot liva 

So law appears imperfedl, and but given 300 

With purpofe to relign tliem in full time 

Up to a better covenant, difciplm’d , 

From jfhadowy types to truth, from flefli to ipirif. 

From impofition of ftrid laws to free 

Acceptance of large grace, from fertile fear 305 

To fihal, works of law to works of faith. 

And therefore, lhall not Mofes, though of God 
Highly belov’d, being but the mmiiler 
Of law, his people into Canaan lead , 

But Jolhua whom the Gentiles Jefas call. 31a 

His name and office bearing, who ihali quell 
The adverfary Serpent, and bring back 
Through the world^s wildernefs long wandered mm 
Safe to eternal Paradife of reffi 
Mean while they m their earthly Canaan plac’^d 315 
Long time lhall dwell and pro(pet, but when iins 
National interrupt their public peace. 

Provoking God to raife them enemies : 

From whom as oft he faves them pemtent 
By judges firit, then under kings , ot whom 320 
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And puiffant deeds, a promife lhall receive 

Irrevocable, that his regal throne 

For ever fliail indure ; the like ihall fing 

All prophecy, that of the royal Bock 

Of David (fo I name this king) ihall rife 

A fon, the woman’s feed to thee foretold. 

Foretold to Abraham, as m whom ihall triift 
All nations, and to kings foretold, of kings 
The laB, for of his reign lliall be no end* 3^0 

But iiril a long fucceiiion muB enfue. 

And his next fon, for wealth and wifdom fam’d. 

The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 
Wand’ring, ihall m a glorious temple’ inihnne. 

Such follow hmi as ihall be regiBer’d 335 

Part good, part bad, of bad the longer fcroll. 

Whole foul idolatries, and other faults 
Heap’d to the popular fum, will fo incenfe 
God, as to leave them, and expofe their land. 

Their city’, his temple, and his holy ark 3|^ 

With all his facred things, a fcom and prey 
To that proud city, whofe high walls thou faw’fi 
Left in confulion, Babylon thence call’d* 

There in captivity he lets them dwell 
The fpace of fev’nty years, then brings them back, 
Remembnng mercy, and his covenant fwom 
To David, Babliih’d as the days of Heaven* 

Return’d fiom Babylon by leave of kings 
Their lords, whom God difpos’d, the houfe of God 
They BrB re-edify, and for a while 350 

In mean eBate live moderate, till grown 
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In wealth and multitude, fa< 9 :ious they grow ; 

But drll among the prieRs diiTeniion iprmgs. 

Men who attend the altar, and Ihould mofl 
Endeavor peace their dnfe pollution brings 355 
Upon the temple’ itfelf at laft they feife 
The fcepter, and regard not David^'s Tons, 

Then lofe it to a Granger, that the true 

Anointed king Meiliah might be born 

Barr’d of his right , yet at his birth a Bar 360 

Unfeen before m Heav’n proclames him come. 

And guides the eaftern fages, who inquire 
His place, to offer incenfe, myrrh, and gold ; 

His place of birth a fblemn Angel tells 
To fimple fhepherds, keeping watch by night; 365 
They gladly thither hafte, and by a quire 
Of fquadron’d Angels hear his carol fung» 

A virgm IS his mother, but his fire 
The pow’r of the moft EEgh 5 he fhall afcend 
The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 370 
With earth’s wide bounds, his glory with the Heavens* 
He ceas’d, <fifceming Adam mth fnch joy 
Surcharg’d, as had like gnef been dew’d in tears. 
Without the vent of words, which diefe hs breathed 
O prophet of glad tidings, fimfher 375 

Of atmoB hope ^ now clear I underhand 
What oft my BeddieB thoughts have fearch’d m vam; 
Why our great expefetion fliould be caU’ct 
The feed of Woman: Virgin Mo&er, had# 

High in the love of Heav’n, yet from my loins jSo 
Thou ihalt proceed, and jfrom thy womb the Son 
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Of God moft High , fo God with Man unites. 

Needs muft the Serpent now his capital bruiTe 
Exped with mortal pain lay where and when 
Then fight, what ftroke fhall bruife the vigor’s heel. 

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fight, 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel • not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to God-head, with more ftrength to foil 
Thy enemy j nor fo is overcome 
Satan, whofe fall from Hea\ ’n, a deadlier bruife, 
Difabled not to give thee thy death’s wound 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, lhall recure. 

Not by deftroymg Satan, but his w'orks 
In thee and in thy feed nor can this be, 

But by fulfilling that which thou didfl want. 
Obedience to the law of God, impos’d 
On penalty of deatli, and fulFermg death. 

The penalty to thy tranfgrefiion due. 

And due to theirs which out of thine will grow 400 
So only can high juftice reft appaid. 

The law of God exaift he lhall fulfil 

Both by obedience and by love, though love 

Alone fulfil the law ; thy pumftimcnt 

He lhall indure by coming in the flelh 405 

To a reproachful life and curfed death> 

Proclaimng life to all who lhall believe 
In his redempuon, and that his obedience 
Imputed becomes theirs by faith, his merits 
To fave them, not their own, though legal works* 
For this he lhall hve hated, be blafphem’d. 
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Seis’d on by force, judg’d, and to death condemn’d 
A fhameful and accurs’d, nail’d to the crofs 
By his own nation, ilain for bringing life, 

But to die crofs he nails thy enemies. 

The law that is againU thee, and the fins 
Of all mankind, with him there crucify’d. 

Never to hurt them more who nghtly truii 
In this his fatisfkdion; fo he dies. 

But foon revives ; death over him no power 
Shall long ufurp , ere the third dawmng light 
Return, the liars of morn fhall fee him rife 
Out of his grave, frelh as the dawning light. 

Thy ranfom paid, which man from death redeems. 

His death for man, as many as offer’d life 425 

Negle£l not, and the benefit embrace 
By faith not void of works this God-hke 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou fhouldil have dy’d. 

In fm for ever loft from hfe; this ad 

Shall bruife the head of Satan, crufli his flrength, 450 

Defeating fin and death, his two mam arms. 

And fix far deeper in his head their fimgs 
Than temp’ral death IhaB bruife the vidor’s heel. 

Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like Heap, 

A gentle wafting to immortal life 
Nor after refurredlion IhaD he ^y 
Longer on earth than certain times to’ appear 
To his difciples, men who in his life 
Still follow’d him , to them fhall leave in charge 
To teach all nations what of him they iearn’d 
And hxS falvation, thtm who fhall btheve 
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Baptizing in the profluent ftrcam, the fign 
Of wafhmg them from guilt of fm to life 
Pure, and m mind prepar’d, if fo befall. 

For death, like that which the Redeemer dy’d. 44J 
All nations they lhall teach ; for from that day 
Not only to the fons of Abraham’s loins 
Salvation lhall be preach’d, but to tlie fons 
Of Abraham’s faith wherever through the world, 

So m his feed all nations lhall be blefl:. 450 

Then to the Hcav’n of Heav’ns he lhall afeend 
With viftory, tuumplung through tlie air 
Ovei his foes and thmc ; theie lhall furprife 
The Serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 
Through ail his realm, and there confounded leave ; 
Then enter into glory, and refume 
His feat at God’s right hand, exalted high 
Above all names in Heav’n , and thence lhall come, 
When this world’s diflblution lhall be npe. 

With glory’ and pow’r to judge botli quick and dead, 
To judge th’ unfaithful dead, but to reward 
His faidiful, and receive them into bhfs. 

Whether m Heav’n or Earth, for then the Earth 

Shall all be Paradife, far happier place 

Than dus of Eden, and far happier days* 46^ 

So fpake th’ Arch-Angel Michael, then paus’d. 

As at the world’s great period; and our fire 
Replete with joy and wonder thus reply’d. 

O Goadnefs infinite, Gdodnefs immenfe ! 

That all this good of evil fhall produce, 470 

And evil turn to good; more wonderful 

Than 
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Than that which by creation firft brought forth 
Light out of darknefs * full of doubt I Hand, 

Whether I fhoald repent me now of lin 
By me done and occafionM, or rejoice 475 

Much more, that much more good thereof lhall fpring. 
To God more glory, more good-will to men 
From God, and over wratli grace lhall abound. 

But fay, if our Deliverer up to Heaven 

Mud: reafcend, what will betide the few 480 

His faithful, left among th’ unfaithful herd. 

The enemies of truth ^ who then lhali guide 
His people, who defend ? will they not deal 
Worfe With his followers than with him they dealt ? 

Be fure they will, faid th* Angel , but from Heaven 
He to his own a Comforter will fend. 

The promife of the Father, who feall dwell 
His Spirit within them, and the law of faith 
Workmg through love, upon dieir hearts lhall write. 

To guide them m all truth, and aifo arm 490 

With fpintual armour, able to refife 
Satan’s afiaults, and quench his fieiy darts. 

What man can do agamfe them, not afraid. 

Though to the death, againft fiich cruelties 
With inward confblations recompens’d, 4^^ 

And oft fupported fo as fliall amaiae 
Their proudeft pcrfecutors: fer the Spirit 
Pour’d firft on his Apofiies, whom he fends 
To evangelize the nations, then on all 
Baptiz’d, lhall them with wondrous gift$ mdue 
To Ipeafc all tongues, and do all miracles, 
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As did their Lord before them Thus they wm 
Great numbers of each nation to receive 
With joy the tidings brought fi om Heaven at lengtE 
Their niimllry perform'd, and race well run, joj 
Their dodan and their ftory written left. 

They die , but m their room, as they forewarn. 
Wolves lhall fuccetd for teachers, grievous wolves, 
Who all the facred myfleries of Heaven 
To their own vile advantages fliall turn 
Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 
With fuperfhtions and traditions taint. 

Left only in diofe written recox ds pmc. 

Though not but by the Spirit underlbod 
Then fiiall they feek to’ avail themfeh es of names, 5 1 j 
Places, and tides, and with thefe to join 
Secular pow’r , though ftigmng ftill to ad: 

By fpintual, to themfelves appropiiating 
The Spi’nt of God, promis’d alike and given 
To all believers, and from that pretence, 520 

Spiritual laws by carnal pow’r fhall force 
On every confcience, laws which none /hall find 
Left them mroll’d, or what the Spi’nt within 
Shall on the heart ingrave* What will they then 
But force the SpPnt of grace itfelf, and bind 525 
His confort liberty I what, but unbuild 
His living temples, built by faith to ftand. 

Their own faith, not another’s ! for on eai^h 
Who agamft faith and confcience can be heard 
Infallible > yet many will prefume : 

Whence heavy perfecuuon ftiall anfe 
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On all who in the worfhip perfevere 
Of fpi'rit and truth , the reft, far greater part. 

Will deem m outward iites and Ipecious forms 
Religion fansfied, truth ftiall retire 535 

Beftuck with fland’rous darts, and works of faith 
Rarely be found fo lhali the world go on. 

To good malignant, to bad men benign. 

Under her own weight groaning, till the day 
Appear of refpiration to the juft, 340 

And vengeance to the wicked, at return 
Of him fo lately promis’d to thy aid 
The Woman’s Seed, obfcurely then foretold, 

NovV amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord, 

Laft in the clouds from Heav’n to be reveal’d 
In glory of the Father, to diftblve 
Satan with his perverted world, then raifo 
From the condagrant mafs, purg’d and rehn’dj 
New Heav’ns, new Earth, ages of cndlefs date 
Founded m righteou&efs and peace and lov^ 

To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bhft. 

He ended, and thus Adam laft reply^d. 

How foon hath thy predi<ftion. Seer bkft, 

Meafur’d this transient world, the race of tune. 

Till time ftand foc’dl beyond is al abyfs. 

Eternity, whofe end no eye can reach. 

Greatly inftru£ted I ftiall hence depart. 

Greatly 111 peace of thought, and have lay fill 
Of knowledge, what this veiTel can contain , 

Beyond which was my folly to alpire. 

Henceforth I learn, that to obey is 
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And love with fear the only God, to walk 
As in his prefcnce, evei to obferve 
His providence, and on lum foie depend, 

Merciful over all his woiks, with good 
Still ovei coming evil, and by fmall 
Accomplifliing great things, by things deem’d weak 
Subverting woildly lliong, and worldly wife 
By fimply meek, that fufiering for truth’s fake 
Is foititude to higheft vidory, jjq 

And to the faithful death the gate of life, 

Taught this by lus example whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleft. 

To whom thus alfo th’ Angel laft reply’d. 

This having learn’d, thou haft attain’d die fum 575 
Of wifdom , hope no high’er, though all the ftars 
Thou knew’ft by name, and all th’ ethereal pow’rs, 
All fecrets of the deep, all Nature’s works. 

Or works of God m Heav’n, air, earth, or fea. 

And all the riches of this world enjoy’dft, 5^0 
And all the rule, one empire , only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable, add faidi. 

Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love. 

By name to come call’d chanty, the foul 
Of all the reft . then wilt thou not be loath 5% 
To leave this Paradife, but fhalt poffefs 
A Paradife within thee, happier far. 

Let us defcend now therefore from this top 

Of fpeculatioaj for the hour precife 

Exads our parting hence ; and fee the guards, 590 

By me incamp’d on yonder hdl, expeft 
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Then oioti®, at whole tot a Haimng tod. 

In fignal of remove, waves fiercely round; 

We may no longer flay go, waken Eve, 

Her alfo I with gentle dreams have calm d 
Portendmg good, and all her fpi’nts compos d 
To meek fubmiffion thou at feafon fit 
Let her with thee partake wliat thou haft heard. 
Chiefly what may concern her faith to know. 

The great deliverance by her feed to come 
(For by the Woman’s feed) on all mankmd 
That ye may hve, which will be many days. 

Both m one faith unammous, though fad 
With caufe for evils paft, yet much more chear’d 
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With meditation on the happy end. 

He ended, and they both defcend the hiU , 
Defcended, Adam to the bow’s where Eve 
Lay fleeping ran before, but found her wafc’d ; 

And thus with words not fad Ibe him receiv’d 

Whence thou retum’ft, and whither went’ft, I know; 
For God is alfo’ in lleep, and dreams advife. 

Which he hath fent propitious, fome great ^>od 
Prefagmg, fince with forrow’ and heart’s diftrefs 
Wearied I feU afleep : but now lead on, 

In me is no delay ; with thee to go. 

Is to ftay here ; without thee here to ftay. 

Is to go hence nnwillmg; thou to me 
Art all things under Heav’n, ^ placM thou. 

Who foi my wilful enme art banilh d hence. 

T.11S farther confolation yet fecure 
I carry hence, though all by me is loft. 
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Such favor I umvorcliy am vouchfaPd, 

By me the promis^'d Seed fliall all reftore 
So fpake our mother Eve, and Adam heard 
Weil pleas’d, but anfwer’d not; for now too nigh 625 
Th’ Arch-An<;el Hood, ind from the other hill 
To their fix’d ftation, all m bright array 
The Cherubim defeended , on the ground 
Gilding meteorous, as evening mift 
Ris’n from a nvei o’er the marifli glides, 630 
And gathers ground fail: at the lab’rer’s heel 
Homeward returning High in front advanc’d 
The biandifli’d fwoid of God befoie them blaz’d 
Fieice as a comet; which with torrid heat. 

And vapor as tlie Libyan air aduft, 635 

Began to parch that temp’rate clime , whereat 
In either hand the hall’mng Angel caught 
Our Img’nng parents, and to the eaftern gate 
Led them due£i:, and down the cliiF as fall: 

To the fubjeded plain , then difappear’d. 640 

They looking back, all th’ eaftern fide beheld 
Of Paradife, fo late their happy feat. 

Wav’d over by that flaming brand, the gate 
With dreadful faces throng’d and fiery arms 
Some natural tears they diopt, but wip’d them foon; 
The world was all before tliem, where to choofe 
Their place of reft, and Providence their guide 
They hand m hand, with wand’ring fteps and flow. 
Through Eden took their folitary way. 
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BOOK I, 


I Who ere while the happy garden fung, 

By one man’s difobedience lofl, now iing 
Recover’d Paradiie to all mankind. 

By one man’s firm obedience folly try^d 
Through all temptation, and the tempter foil’d r 
In all his wiles, defeated and repuls’d. 

And Eden rais’d in the wafie wildernefe. 

Thou Spi’nt who ledft this glonous eremite 
Into the defert, his vidlorioas field> 

Agamfi the fpiritua! foe, and brought’ilhim thence to 
By proof tli’ undoubted Son of God,mlptre, 

As thou art wont, my prompted fong elfe mote. 

And bear through highth or depth of nature’s bounds- 
With profp’rous wing full fomm’d, to tell of deeds 
Above heroic, though in fecret done, 

And unrecorded left through many an age,^ 

Worthy t’ have not remain’d fo long un&ng* 

Now had the great Prodamer, with a voice 
More awful than the found of trumpet, cry’d 
Repentance, and Heav’n’s kingdom mgh at band zo 
To all baptis’d > to his great baptifm fiock’d 
'With awe the regions round,, and with them came 
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Fiom Nassaieth the fon of jofeph deem’d 
1 0 the flood Jouiin, came as then obfcuie, 
Unmark’d, unknown , but him the Baptift foon z- 
Dcfcrv’d, divinely warn’d, and witnefs bore 
'\s to hij> wouhier, and would have refign’d 
To him his heav’niy office, nor was long 
Ills witnefs unconffrm’d on him baptis’d 
Heav’n open’d, and m hkcnefs of a dove 30 

The Spi’rit defeended, while the Father’s voice 
From Heav’n pronounc’d him his beloved Son. 

That heaid the Adveifary, who, roving Hill 
About the world, at that affembly fam’d 
Would not be laft, and with the voice divine 35 
Nigh thuiidei-ftrucL, th’ exalted man, to whom 
Such high atteft was giv’n, a while fuivey’d 
With wonder, then with envy fi aught and rage 
Plies to his place, nor reffs, bat m mid air 
'fo council fummons all hi^ mighty peeis, 40 

Within thick clouds and dark ten-fold involv’d, 

A gloomy confiffory , and them amidff: 

With looks aghaff: and fad he thus befpake* 

O ancient Pow’rs oi air and this wide world. 

For much more willingly I mention air, 45 

This our old conqueft, than remember Hell, 

Our hated habitation, well ye know 
How many ages, as the years of men. 

This umverfe we have poffefsM, and rul’d 
In manner at our will th’ affairs of eartli, p 

Since Adam and his facil confort Eve 
Loff Faradife deceiv’d by me, though fince 



fiadkl. PAHADISfi EEGAII^’O. 145 

With dread attending when that fatal wound 
Shall be irfli£l:ed by the feed of Eve 
Upon my head . long the decrees of Heaven 55 
Delay, for longeft time to him is fhoit, 

And now too foon for us the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compafs^d, wherein we 
Mufl bide the ftroke of that long threaten’d wound. 

At leafl: if fo we can, and by thfe head 60 

Broken be not intended all oUr power 
To be infring’d, our freedom and our being. 

In this fair empire won of earth and aii* 5 
Por this ill news I bring, the wonian’s feed 
DeftmM to this, is late of wonlan born, 65 

His birth to our jufl fear gave no fmall caule. 

Bat his growth now to youth’s full dow’r, di^laying 
All virtue, grace, and wiflom to achieve 
Things higher, greatell, multiplies my fear. 

Before him a great prophet, to proclame 7a 

His coming, is fent harbinger, who all 

Invites, and in the conlecrated ibream 

Pretends to walh oiF iin, and fit them fy 

Purified to receive him pure^ or rather 

To do him honor as their king , all come, 75 

And he himfelf among them was baptis’d. 

Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 
The teflimony’ of Heav’n, that who he is 
Thenceforth die nations may not doubt ; I few 
The prophet do him reverence, on him n&vg $0 
Out of the water, Heav’n above the clouds 
Unfold her cryiial doors, dience on his heaA 
Vot. XL L A perfea 
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A perfe£l dove defccnd, whatever it meant. 

And out of Heav’n the fov’ian voice I heard. 

This IS my Son beloved, in him am pleas *4 gj 
His mothei then is mortal, but his fire 
He who obtains the monarchy of Heaven, 

And what will he not do to* aiHance his Son? 

His firft-begot we know, and fore have felt, 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep; p 
Who this is we muft leain, for man he feems 
In all his lineaments, though in his face 
The glimpfes of his Father *s glory fiiinc* 

Ye fee our danger on the utmoft edge 

Of hazard, which admits no long debate, 95 

But mufl with fomethmg fudden be oppos’d. 

Not force, but well-couch’d fraud, well-woven fnares, 

Ere in the head of nations he appear 

Their king, their leader, and fupreme on earth* 

I, when no other durft, foie undertook XOO 

The difmal expedition to find out 
And rum Adam, and th’ exploit perform’d 
Succefsfully ; a calmer voyage now 
Will waft me 5 and the way found profp’rous once 
Induces beft to hope of like fuccefs* X05 

He ended, and his words imprefiion left 
Of much amazement to th’ infernal crew, 

Diftrafted and fuxpns’d with deep difmay 
At thefe fad tidings ; but no time was then 
For long indulgence to their fears or grief • 
Unanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this mam enterpnze 
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To him their great duSator, whofe attempt 
At iirft againft maixland fo well had thrived 
In Adames overthrow, and led their march tij 
From Hell’s deep-vaulted den to dwell m light. 
Regents and potentates, and kings, yea Gods 
Of many a pleafant realm and provin^:e wide. 

So to the coaft of Jordan he direflis 

His eafy Heps, girded with fiiaky wiles, ito 

Where he might hkelieH find this new-declar’d. 

This man of men, attefted Son of God, 

Temptation and all guile on him to try ; 

So to fubvert whom he fulpedled rais’d 

To end his reign on earth fo long enjoy’d i I35 

But contrary unweettng he fuIfiE’d 

The purpos’d counfel pre-ordam’d and fiit’d 

Of the moH High, who in full frequence bright 

Of Angels, thus to Gabnel fiftilmg ipake. 

Gabriel, this day by proof thou flialt behold, Ijo 
Thou and all Angels converlanC on earth 
With man or mens affairs, how I begin 
To verify that folemn mefiage late* 

On which I lent thee to the Virgin piirdT 
In Galilee, that fhe fhouM bear a fon ijy 

Great in renown, and call’d the Son of God; 

Then tddft her doubting how thele things could be 
To her a virgin, that on her Ihould come 
The Holy GhoH, and the powV of the HigheS: 
O’er-fhadow her, this man bom and now up-grown. 

To fhow him worthy of Ins birth divine 
And high predaffiftn, henceforth I expofe 
L z 
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To Satan ; let km tempt and now aiTay 

His utmofi fubdety, becaufe he boafts 

And vaunts of ks great cunning to the throng 145 

Of ks apoftafy , he might have learnt 

Lefs overweening, fince he faiPd in Job# 

Whofe conftant perfeverance overcame 

Whatever ks cruel malice could invent 

He now Ihall know I can produce a man ijo 

Of female feed, far abler to relift 

AH ks felicitations, and at length 

All ks vaft force, and drive him back to Hell, 

Winning by conqueft what the firft man loft 

By fallacy farpnsM But firft I mean 155 

To exercife him in the wildernefs. 

There he ftiall firft lay down the rudiments 
Of ks great warfare, er^ I fend km forth 
To conquer Sin and Death, the two grand foes. 

By humiliation and ftrong fufferance . 160 

lis weaknefs lhall overcome Satanic ftrength. 

And all the world, and mafs of finful flefh , 

That all the Angels and ethereal Powers, 

They now, and men hereafter may difcern. 

From what confummate virtue I have chofe i6j 
This perfefk man, by merit calPd my Son, 

To earn falvation for the fons of men. 

So Ipake th* eternal Father j and all Heaven 
Adminng ftood a fpace, then into hymns 
Burft forth, and in celeftial meafures mov’d, 17a 
Circling the throne and iinging, winle the hand 
Sung With the voice, and tks the argument. 


Vidory 
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Vi^ory and triumph to the Son of God 
Now entnng his great duel, not of arms. 

But to vanqmfti by wifdom helhfli wiles. 175 

The Father knows the Son, therefore fecure 
Ventures his filial virtue, though untry^d, 

Againfi whatever may tempt, whatever feduce. 

Allure, or terrify, or undermine. 

Be fruflrate all ye firatagems of Hell, iSo 

And devililh machinations come to nought 
So they in Heaven their odes and vigils tun’d 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet fome days 
Lodg’d in Bethabara where John baptiz’d, 

Mufing and much revolving in^is breafi, 1S5 

How beft the mighty work he might begin 
Of Saviour to mankind, and which way fifU: 

Publilh his God-hke office now mature. 

One day forth walk’d alone, the Spirit leading. 

And his deep thoughts, the better to converfe igo 
With fohtude, till far from track of men. 

Thought following thought, and fiep by fiep led on. 

He enter’d now the bprd’nng defcrt mid. 

And with dark fiiades and rocks euvJrcmM loctod. 

His holy meditations thus purfu^i 

O what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awaken’d in me fwarm, while I cemfider 
What from withm I feei mylel^ and hear 
What from without comes often to my ears, 

IH forting with my prefent fiate Compar’d f 200 
When I was yet a child, no cinidilh play 
To me was pleafing j all my mmd was fet 
X-5 


Serious 
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Serious to learn and know^ and thence to do 
What might be public good , myfelf I thought 
Born to that end, born to promote all truth, 20J 
All righteous things therefore above my years. 

The law of God I read, and found it fweet. 

Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 

To fuch perfedion, that ere yet my age 

Had meafur’d twice fix years, at our great feaft aio 

I went into die temple, theie to hear 

^rhe teachers of our law, and to propofe 

What might improve my knowledge or their own; 

And was admir’d by all yet this not all 

To which my fpi’nt a^ir’d , viftonous deeds ai j 

Flam’d in my heart, heroic afts, one while 

To refcue Ifiael frdm the Roman yoke. 

Then to fubdue and quell o’er all the earth 
Brute violence and proud tyrannic power. 

Till truth were freed, and equit> reiloi’d 
Yet held it more humane, mpie heav’niy iirft 
By winning words to conquer willing hearts. 

And make pctfuahon do the work of fear; 

At leaft to try, and teach the erring foul 

Not wilfully mif-doing, but unwaie 

Mifled , the llubborn only to fubdue- 

Thefe growing thoughts my mother foon perceiving 

By words at times call forth inly rejoic’d. 

And faid to me apart. High are thy thoughts 
O Son, but nouriih them and let them foar ^30 
To what highth facred virtue and true worth 
Can raife them, though above example high ; 
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By matcWefs deeds exprefs thy mztchkfs Sire. 

For know, thou art no fcn of mortal man , 

Though men eJieem thee low of parentage, 335 

Thy father is th’ eternal Eling who rules 

Ail Heav’n and Earth, Angels and Sons of men ; 

A melTenger from God foretold thy birth 
Conceiv’d in me a virgin, he foretold 
Thou fliouldll be great, and fit on David’s throne, 240 
And of thy kingdom there fiiould be no end. 

At thy nativity a glomus quire 
Of Angels m the fields of Bethlehem fiing 
To ihepherds watchmg at their folds by night. 

And told them the Meffiah now was bom 243 
Where they might fee him, and to thee they came, 
Diredled to the manger where thoa hy% 

For in the inn was left no better room : 

A fiar, not feen before, in Heav’n appearing 
Gmded the wife men thither firom the eafi, 250 
To honor thee with incenfe, myrrh, and gold. 

By whofe bnght courfe led on they found the |^ce. 
Affirming it thy Bar new grav’n m Heaven, 

By which they knew the king of Ifrael bonu 
Juft Simeon and prophetic Anna, warn’d 255 

By vifiott, found thee m the temple’, and ipake 
Before the altar and the veiled pneft. 

Like things of thee to all that prefcnt flood. 

This having heard, ftrait I again revolv’d 

The law and prophets, fearching what was writ 260 

Concerning the Meffiah, to oar fcnbes 

Known partly, and foon found of whom they fpake 

L 4 
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I am , this chiefly, that my way mull he 
Through many a hard aflay ev'n to the death, 

Ere I the promis’d kingdom can attain, 

Or work ledempuon for mankind, whofe fms "" ^ 
Full weight mull be tiansferr’d upon my head 
Yet neither thus dxfhearten’d oi dflmay’d. 

The time prefix’d 1 waited, when behold 


The Baptifl: (of whofe birth I oft had heard, 

Not knew by fight) now come, who was to ccme 
Befoie Mefliah and lus way prepare. 

I as all others to his baptifm came. 

Which I believ’d was fiom above, but he 
Strait knew me, and with loudefl voice pi oclam’d 
Me him (for it was fliown him lo from Heaven) ^ 
Me him whofe harbinger he was , and firft 
Refus’d on me his baptifm to confer^ 

As much Jiis greater, and was hardly won • 

But as I rofe out of the laving ftieam, ^8^ 

Heav’n open’d her eternal doors, from whence 
The Spi’nt defcended on me like a dove. 

And lafl, the fum of all, my Father’s voice> 

Audibly heard from Heav’n, pronounc’d me his, 

Me his beloved Son, m whom alone 2S5 

He was well pleas’d , by which I knew the time 
Now full, that I no more ftould live obfcure. 

But openly begin, as bell becomes 

Th’ authority which I deriv’d from Heaven. 

And now by ibme flrong motion I am led 290 
Into this walderiicfs, to what intent 
I learn not yet, perhaps I need not know ; 


For 
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For wKat concerns my knowledge God reveals* 

So fpake our Morning ftar then in his rife 
And looking round on every fide beheld 395 

A pathiefs defert, dufk with horrid ihades ; 

The way he came not having markM, return 
Was difficult, by human fieps untrod , 

And he lliil on was led, but with fiich thoughts 
Accompanied of things pafi and to come 
I^odg’d in his bread:, as well might recommend 
Such fohtude before choice!! fociety. 

Full forty days he pafsM, whether on hiH 
Sometimes, anon m fiiady vale, each night 
|Jnder the covert of fome ancient oak, 305 

Or cedar, to defend him from the dew. 

Or harbour’d iif lone cave, is not reveal’d. 

Nor tailed human food, nor hunger felt 
Till thofe days ended, hunger’d then at laft 
Among wild beafts they at Ms fight grew mild, 31® 
Nor fleeping him nor waking harm’d, his walk 
The fiery ferpent fled, and noxious worm. 

The lion and fierce tiger glar’d aloof. 

But now an aged man in fatal weeds. 

Following, as feem’d, the quefl of &me flray ewe, 3 1 5 
Or Wither’d flacks to gather, which might ferve 
Againfl a winter’s day when winds blow keen. 

To warm him wet return’d from field at eve. 

He faw approach, who firil with curious eye 
Perus’d him, then with words thus utter’d fpake 
Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
So far from path or road of men, who pafs 
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In troop or caravan ? for iingle none 
Durft ever> who return’d, and dropt not here 
His carcafs, pin’d with hunger and with drouth, 

I alk the rather, and the more admire. 

For that to me thou feem’ft the man, whom late 
Our new bapuzmg Prophet at the ford 
Of Joidan honor’d fo, and cali’d thee Son 
Of God , I faw and heard, for we fometimes 3 
Who dwell this wild, confbrain’d by want, come forth 
To town or village nigh (mgheft is far) 

Where ought we hear, and cunous are to hear. 

What happens new, fame alfo finds us out. 

To whom the Son of God. Who brought me hither* 
Will bring me hence, no other guide I feefe. 

By miracle he may, reply’d the fwain. 

What other way I fee not, for we here 
Live on tough roots and Hubs, to thirH mur’d 
Meu'e than the camel, mid to driUk go far, 340 
Men to much mifery and haidihip born ; 

But if thou be the Son of God, command 
That out of thefe hard Hones be made thee bread. 

So Ihalt thou fave thyfelf and us relieve 

With food, whereof we wretched feldom tafte. 345 

He ended, and the Son of God reply’d. 

Thxnk’fl tiiou fuch force in bread ? is it not written 
(For I difeern thee other than thou feem’ft) 

Man lives not by bread only, but each word 
Proceeding from the mouth of God, who fed 35a 
Our fathers here with Manna ^ in the mount 
Mofes was forty days,, nor cat not drank? 
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And forty days Elijah without food 
Wandei 'd this barren wafte , the fame I now • 

Why doft thou then fuggeR to me diftrdt. 

Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art ? 

Whom thus anfwerM th* Arch-Fi&d now undif 
*Tis true, I am that Spirit unfortunate, [gms’d 
Who leagu’d with millions more in raft revolt 
Kept not my happy flation, but was driven 36c 
With them from biifs to the bottomlefs deep. 

Yet to that hideous place not fo confin’d 

By rigor unconmving> but that oft 

Leaving my dolorous pnlon I enjoy 

Large liberty to round this globe of earth, 565 

Or range in th’ air, nor from the Heav’it of Heavem 

Hath he excluded my re&rt fomenmes* 

I came among the fons of God, when he 

Gave up into my hands Ussziean Job 

To prove him, and iHuftatc his iugh worth| 370 

And when to att his Angels he propos’d 

To draw the proud kmg Ahab into fraud 

That he might fall m Ramotlu they demurxmgv 

I undertook that office, and the tcmgues 

Of all his Mattering prophets gHbh’d wiih Ims 375 

To his deftriuShon, as I had in charge. 

For what he bids I though I have lot 

Much luilre of my native bnghmefs, loft 

To be belov’d of God, I have not loft 

To love, at leaft contemplate and adjmre 3S0 

What I fee excellent in good, or fair. 

Or virtuous, I ftouM ft have loft all ftnft* 


WhU 
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What can be then lefs m me than defire 
To fee thee and approach thee, whom I know 
Declar’d the Son of God, to hear attent 
Thy wifdom, and behold thy Godlike deeds ? 
Men generally tLnk me much a foe 


To all mankind why Ihould I ? they to me 
Never did wrong or violence ; by them 
I loll not what I loft, rather by them 
I gain’d what I have gain’d, and with them dwell 
Copartner in thefe regions of the world. 

If not diipoler , lend them oft my aid. 

Oft my advice by prefages and ligns. 

And anfwers, oracles, portents, and dreams, 

Whereby they may dired their future life, ^ 

Envy they fay excites me, thus to gain 
Companions of my milery and woe 


At lirii it may be , but long iince with woe 
Nearer acquainted, now I feel by proof, 

That fellowlhip m pain divides not fmart. 

Nor lightens ought each man’s peculiar load. 

Small confolation then, were man adjoin’d: 

This wounds me moR (what can it lefs ?) that man, 
Man fall’n ihall be reHor’d, I never more ^05 

To whom our Saviour ftcrnly thus reply*d 
Defervediy thou gnev’fl, compos’d of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end ; 

Who boaft’ft releafe from Hell, and leave to come 
Into the Heav’n of Heav’ns thou corn’ll indeed, 410 
As a poor miferable captive thrall 
Comes to the place where he before had fat 


Among 
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Among the prime m fplendor, now deposM, 

Ejeded, emptied, gaz’d, unpitied, ftiunn’d, 

A fpedacle of rum or of fcorn 415 

To all the hoil of Heav’n the happy place 
Imparts to thee no happinefs, no joy. 

Rather inflames thy torment, reprefenting 
Lofl: bhfs, to thee no more communicable. 

So never more m Hell than when in Heaven. 42^ 
But thou art ferviceable to Heav’n’s King 
Wilt thou impute to’ obedience what diy fear 
Extorts, or pleafure to do ill excites ^ 

What but thy mahce mov’d thee to mifdeem 
Of lighteous Job, then cruelly to’ afBid him 425 
With all millions ? but his patience won. 

The other fervice was thy chofen talk. 

To be a bar in four hundred mouths , 

For lying is thy fuflenance, thy food. 

Yet thou pretend’ft to truth, all oracles 43a 

By thee aie giv’n, and what confefs’d more true 
Among the nations ? that hath been thy craft. 

By mixing fomewhat true to vent more lies. 

But what have been thy anfwers, what but dark. 
Ambiguous, and with double fenfe deluding, 435 
Which they who alkM have feldom underftood. 

And not well underflood as good not known ? 

Who ever by confulong at thy Ihrine 

Return’d the wifer, or the more inflrud 

To fly or follow what concern d him mofl, 440 

And run not fooner to his fatal fnare 

For God hath juftly giv’n the nations up 


To 
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To thy delufions, fmce they fell 

Idolatrous but when his purpofe is 

Among them to declare his providence 

To thee not known, whence hafl thou then thy truth 

But from him or his Angels prclident 

In every province ? who themfelves difdaming 

T* approach thy temples, give thee in command 


What to the fmalleft tittle thou lhalt fay 
To thy adorers, thou with trembling fear. 

Or like a fawning paralite, obey * 

Then to thyfelf afcnb^d: the truth foretold* 

But this thy glory fhall be foon retiench^d; 

No more lhalt thou by oracling abufe 
The Gentiles 5 henceforth oracles are ceas’d. 
And thou no more with pomp and facnfice 
Shalt be inquir’d at Delphos or elfewhere. 

At leafl in vain, for they ihall find thee mute, 
God hath now fent his living oracle 
Into the world to teach his final will. 

And fends his Spi’m of truth henceforth to dwell 
In pious hearts, an inward oracle 
To all truth requiiite for men to know. 

So fpake our Saviour; but the fubtle Fiend* 
Though inly flung with anger and difdain, 
DilTembled, and this anfwer fmooth return’d* 
Sharply thou hafl infifled on rebuke. 

And urg’d me hard with doings, which not will 
But mxfery hath wnsfled Bom me : where 
Eafily canfl thou find one miferable. 

And not enforc’d oft-ames to part from truth; 
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If It may ftand him more in Head to he. 

Say and unfay, feign, flatter, or abjure f 

But thou art plac’d above me, thou art Lord , 47J 

From thee I can and muft fubmifs indure 

Check or reproof^ and glad to ’fcape fo quit 

Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk. 

Smooth on the tongue difcours’d, pleaflng to th* ear. 

And tuneable as fylvan pipe or fong, 48a 

What wonder then if I delight to hear 

Her didates fiom thy mouth ? moH men admire 

Virtue, who follow not her lore permit me 

To hear thee when I come (fince no man comes) 

And talk at leaft, though I deipair to’ attain. 

Thy Father, who is holy, wife, and pure, 

SujEers the hypocnte or atheous prieft 
To tread his facred courts, and mmiller 
About his altar, handling holy things, 

Praymg or vowing, and vouchfaf ’d Us voice 490 
To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 
Infpir’d, difdam not fuch accefs to me. 

To whom our Saviour with unalter’d brow# 

Thy coming hither, though I know thy fcope, 

I bid not or forbid, do as thou find’H 495 

Fermiflion from above; thou canH not more. 

He added not; and Satan bowing low 
His gray diflimulation, difappear’d 
Into thin air dilFiis’d . for now began 
Night with her fuilen wings to double-fliade 500 
The defert, fowls m their clay nefts were couch’d; 
And now wild beafls came forth tne woods to roam 
THE ENO OF THE FIRST BOOR, 
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BOOK II. 

M ean wMe the new-baptjzM, whb yet remain’d 
At Jordan with the Baptifl:, and had feen 
Him whom they heard fo late exprefly call’d 
Jefus Mefliah Son of God declar’d. 

And on that high authority had believ’d, 5 

And with him talk’d, and with him lodg’d, I mean 
Andrew and Simon, famous after known. 

With others though in holy wnt not nam’d. 

Now miffing him their joy fo lately found. 

So lately found, and fo abruptly gone, 10 

Began to doubt, and doubted many days. 

And as the days increas’d, increas’d their doubt: 
Sometimes they thought he might be only fliown. 

And for a time caught up to God, as once 
Mofes was m the mount, and miflmg long , t5 

And the great Thilbite, who on fiery wheels 
Rode up to Heav’n, yet once again to come* 
Therefore as thofe young prophets then with care 
Sought lofl: Elijah, fo in each place thefe 
Nigh to Betkabara; in Jericho zo 

The city’ of palms, iEnon, and Salem old, 

Machaerus, and each town or city wall’d 
M 2 
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On this fide the broad lake Genezaret, 

Or in Persea, but return’d in vain 
Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creek, 25 

Where winds with reeds and ofiers whilp’ring play. 
Plain filhermen, no greater men tliem call, 

Clofe m a cottage low together got. 

Their unexpeaed lofs and plaints out breath’d 

Alas, from what high hope to what relapfe 30 
Unlook’d for are we fall’n ' our eyes beheld 
Mefliah certainly now come, fo long 
Expeaed of our fathers , we have heard 
His words, his wifdom full of grace and truth; 

Now, now, for fine, deliverance is at hand, 35 

The kingdom lhall to Ifrael be reftor’d , 

Thus we lejoic’d, but foon our joy is turn’d 

Into perplexity and new amaze 

For whither is he gone, what accident 

Hatli rapt him from us ? will he now retire 40 

After appearance, and agam prolong 

Our expeftation ^ God of Ifrael, 

Send thy Meffiah forth, the time is come , 

Behold the kings of th’ earth how they opprefs 

Thychofen, to what highth their pow’r unjuft 45 

They have exalted, and behind them call 

All fear of thee , arife and vindicate 

Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke 

But let us wait , thus far he hath perform’d, 

Sent his Anomted, and to us reveal’d him, 50 

By his great Prophet, pointed at and fhown 
In pubhc, and with him we have convers’d ; 


Let 
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Let us be glad of this^ and all oar feats 
Lay on his providence , he will not fail. 

Nor will Withdraw him now, nor will recall, 

Mock us with his bleft fight, then fnatch him hence , 
Soon we lhall fee our hope, our joy return. 

Thus they out of their plamts new hope refume 
To find whom at the fiifi: they found un&ught. 

But to his mother Mary, when fhe faw 6 o 

Others return’d from baptifin, not her fon. 

Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none. 

Within her bread though calm, her bread though pure. 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais’d 
Some troubled thoughts, which ihe m fighs thus clad 

O what avails me now that honor high 
To have conceiv’d of God, or that falute 
Hail highly favor’d, among women bled ^ 

While I to forrows am no iefs advanc’d. 

And fears as eminent, above the lot yo 

Of other women, by the birth I bore. 

In fuch a feafon born when fcarce a died 
Could be obtain’d to iheiter him or me 
From the bleak au , a dable was our warmth, 

A manger lus , yet foon enforc’d to fly 75 

Thence into Egypt, till the murd’rous king 
Were dead, who fought his life, and mifiing fill’d 
With infant blood the dreets of Bethlehem, 

From Egypt home return’d, in Nazareth 

Hath been our dwelling many years , his life Sp 

Private, unadive, calm, contemplative. 

Little fafpiaous to any kmg, but now 

M 5 EttU 
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Full grown to man, acknowledg’d, as I hear. 

By John the Baptift, and in public fiiown. 

Son own’d from Heaven by his Father’s voice; 85 
I look’d for fome great change ; to honor ? no. 

But trouble, as old Simeon plain foretold. 

That to the fall and riling he Ihould be 

Of many m Ifrael, and to a fign 

Spoken agamft, that through my very foul 50 

A fword lhall pierce ; this is my favor’d lot. 

My exaltation to alHi&ons high ; 

Afilided I may be, it feems, and bleft; 

I will not argue that, nor will repme. 

But where delays he now ? fome great intent 95 
Conceals him* when twelve years he fcarce had feen, 
I loft him, but fo found, as well I faw 
He could not lofe himfelf , but went about 
HisFathei’s bufinefs; what he meant I mus’d. 

Since underftand ; much more his abfence now 
Thus long to fome great purpofe he obfcures. 

But I to wait with patience am inur’d , 

My heart hath been a ftore-houfe long of things 
And fay’mgs laid up, portending ftrange events* 

Thus Mary pond’ring oft, and oft to mind 
Recalling what remarkably had pafs’d 
Since firft her falutation heard, with thoughts 
Meekly compos’d awaited the fulfilling ^ 

The whale her fon tracing the defert wild. 

Sole but with hoEeft meditations fed. 

Into hunlelf defended, and at once 
All his great wdrk to come before him fet , 

How 
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How to begin, how to accomphlh beH 
His end of being on earth, and million high 
For Satan with fly preface to return 
Had left him vacant, and with Ipeed was gone 
Up to the middle region of thick air. 

Where all his potentates in council fat ; 

There without fign of boalt, or iign of joy, 

Sohatous and blank he thus began. 12a 

Princes, Heav’n^s ancient Sons, ethereal Thrones, 
Demoman Spirits now, from th’ element 
Each of his reign allotted, nghtlier call’d 
Pow’rs of fire, air, water, and earth beneath. 

So may we hold our place and thefe mild feats 125 
Without new trouble ; fuch an enemy 
Is rifen to invade us, who no lefs 
Threatens than our expulfion down to Hell ; 

I, as I undertook, and with the vote 

Confenting in full frequence was impower’d, 130 

Have found him, view’d him, taHed him, but find 

Far other labor to be undergone 

Than when I dealt with Adam firfi: of Men, 

Though Adam by his wife’s allurement fell. 

However to this man inferior far, 135 

If he be man by mother’s fide at leafi. 

With more than human gifts from Heav’n adorn’d, 
Perfedions abfolute, graces divine. 

And amplitude of mind to greatefi deeds. 

Therefore I am return’d, left confidence 140 

Of my fuccefs with Eve m Paradife 
Deceive you to perfiiafion over-fure 
M 4 
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Of like fucceeding here, I fummon all 
Rather to be in readmefs, with hand 
Or counfel to allill; , left I, who erft 
Thought none my equal, now be over-match’d 
So Ipake th’ old Serpent doubting, and from all 
With clamor was aflur’d their utmoft aid 
At his command, when fiom amidft them rofe 
Behai, the diflblnteft Spi’rit that fell. 

The fenfualleft, and after Afmodai 
The flelhlieft Incubus, and thus advis’d. 

Set women m his eye, and in his walk. 

Among daughters of men the faireft found; 

Many are in each region palling fair 
As the noon Iky , more like to Goddefles 
Than mortal creatures, graceful and difcreet. 
Expert in amorous arts, inchantmg tongues 
Perfuafive, virgin majefty with mild 

aUay’d, yet terrible t’ approach, 
btall d to retire, and in retinng draw 
pwts after them tangled in amorous nets. 

Such objea hath the pow’r to foft’n and tame 
Severeft temper, fmooth the rugged’ft brow, 
^nerve, and with voluptuous hope diflblve. 

Draw out with credulous defire, and lead 
At will the manheft, refoluteft breaft. 

As the magnetic hardeft iron draws. 

Of wifeft Solomon, and made him build, 

made him bow to the Gods of his wives, 
w om quick anfvs-er Satan thus return’d. 
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Belial, in much uneven fcale thou weigh’il 

Ail others by thyfelf , becaufe of old 

Thou thyfelf doat’dft on womanbnd, admuing 175 

Their lhape, their color, and attrafhve grace. 

None are, thou think^H, but taken with fuch toys. 
Before the flood thou with thy iufty crew, 

Falfe titled Ions of God, roaming the eartli 
Call: wanton eyes on the daughters of men, 

And coupled with them, and begot a race. 

Have we not feen, or by relation heard. 

In courts and regal chambers how thou lurk’ib 
In wood or grove by molTy fountain fide. 

In valley or green meadow, to way-Uy iSjj 

Some beauty rare, Califlo, Clymene, 

Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, 

Or Amymone, Syrinx, many more 
Too long, then lay’fi: thy fcapes on names adored, 
Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, 190 

Satir, or Faun, or Sylvan ? But thefe haunts 
Delight not all, among the fons of men. 

How many have with a finde made fmafl account 
Of beauty and her lures, eafily fcorn’d 
All her a^^ults, on worthier things intent ? I95 

Remember that Peiiean conqueror, 

A youth, how all the beauties of the eaft 
He flightly view’d, and flightly overpafs’d ; 

How he furnam’d of Africa difmifs’d 
In his prime youth the fair Iberian maid. zoo 

jPor Solomon, he liv’d at eafe, and full 
Of honor, wealth;, high fere, aim^d not beyond 

Hig^ 
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Higher defign than to enjoy his Rate; 

Thence to the bait of women lay exposed : 

But he whom we attempt is wifer far 205 

Than Solomon, of more exalted mind, 

Made and fet wholly on th’ accomphfhment 
Of greateft things, what woman will you find. 
Though of tbs age the wonder and the fame. 

On whom bs leifure will vouchfafe an eye 210 
Of fond defire ? or fhould fhe confident. 

As fitting queen adored on beauty^s throne, 

Defcend with all her wmmng charms begirt 
T’ enamour, as the zone of Venus once 
Wrought that effed on Jove, fb fables tell ; 215 

How would one look from bs majefiic brow 
Seated as on the top of virtue^s hill, 

Difcount’nance her defpisM, and put to rout 
All her array, her female pnde dejed. 

Or turn to reverent awe ? for beauty ftands 220 
In th* admiration only of weak minds 
Led captive ; ceafe to^ admire, and all her plumes 
Fall flat and fhrink into a tnvial toy. 

At every fudden fhghtmg quite abafliM : 

*IIierefore with manher objedis we muft try 225 
His confiancy, with fuch as have more fhow 
Of worth, of honor, glory% and popular praife ; 

Rocks whereon greatefi men have oftefi wreck’d ; 

Or that which only feems to fatisfy 

Lawful defires of nature, not beyond ; 230 

And now I know he hungers where no food 

Is to be found, m the wide wildernefs 3 
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The reft commit to me, I fliall let pafs 
No^ advantage, and his ftrengtk as oft aftay 

He ceas’d, and heard their grant in loud acclame; 
Then forthwith to him takes a chofen band 
Of Spirits likeft to himfeif in guile 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear. 

If caufe were to unfold fome adive fcene 
Of various perfons, each to know his part , 240 

Then to the defert takes with thefe his iiight , 

Where ftiU from fhade to fhade the Son of God 
After forty days failing had remain’d. 

Now hungnng firft, and to himfeif thus faid# 

Where will this end ^ four times ten days Fve pafs’d 
Wand’ring this woody maze, and human food 
Nor tafted, nor had appetite , that fail 
To virtue I impute not, or count part 
Of what I fulFer here; if nature need not# 

Or God fupport nature without repaft 250 

Though needing, what praife is it to indure ? 

But now I feel I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what Ihe a&s , yet God 
Can fatisfy that need fome oAer way# 

Though hunger ftd! remam ; fo it remam 255 

Without this body’s wafting# I content me, 

And from the ftmg of famin fear no harm. 

Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts that feed 
Me hungnng more to do my Father’s will 

It was the hour of mght^ when thus the Son afo 
Commun’d in iilent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hofpitdde covert lugh 
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Of trees thick interwoven , there he flept. 

And dream^di as appetite is wont to dream. 

Of meats and drinks, nature’s refrefhment fweet , 265 
Him thought, he by the brook of Chenth Hood, 

And faw the ravens with their horny beaks 

Food to Elijah bringing ev’n and morn, [brought 

Though ravenous, taught t’ abftain from what they 

He favv the prophet alfo how he fled zyo 

Into the defert, and how there he flept 

Under a jumpei , then how awak’d 

He found his fupper on tlie coals prepay ’d, 

And by the Angel was bid nfe and eat. 

And eat the fecond time after repofe, 275 

The flrength whereof fuihc’d him forty days ; 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partook. 

Or as a guefl: with Daniel at his puUe 

Thus wore out mght, and now the herald laik 

Left his ground»‘aefl, high tow’ring to defcry 280 

The morn’s approach, and greet her with his fcng 

As lightly from his grafly couch up rofe 

Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream, 

Faftmg he went to fleep, and falling wak’d. 

Up to a hill anon his Heps he rear’d^ 2S5 

From whofe high top to ken the profped round. 

If cottage were in view, Iheep-cote, or herd , 

But cottage, herd, or Iheep-cote, none he faw. 

Only’ in a bottom faw a pleafant grove. 

With chaunt of tuneful birds refounding loud; 290 
Thither bent bis way, determin’d there 
To refl: at noon, and enter’d foon the lhade 

High 
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High rooft, and walks beneath> and alleys brown. 
That opened m the midfi a woody Icene, 

Nature’s own work it feem’d (nature taught art) 295 
And to a fuper^itious eye the haunt 
Of Wood- Gods and Wood-Nymphs; he view’d it 
When fuddenly a man before him flood, [round. 
Not ruHic as before, but feemher dad. 

As one in city’, or court, or palace bred, 500 

And with fair fpeech thefe words to him addrefs’d. 

W”ith granted leave officious I return. 

But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild folitude fo long ffiould bide 
Of ail things defhtute, and well I know, ^05 

Not without hunger Others of feme note. 

As flory tells, have trod this wildernefs , 

The fugitive bond-woman with her fon 

Out-caft Nebaioth, yet found here relief 

By a providing Angel, all the race 510 

Of Ifrael here had familh'd, had not God 

Rain’d from Heav’n Manna; and that Prophet bold 

Native of Thebes; wand’nng here was fed 

T’wice by a voice inviting ham to eat. 

Of thee thefe forty days none hath regard, 515 
Forty and more deferted here iadeed. 

To whom thus Jefus What conclud’ft thou hence ^ 
They all had need, as I thou feeft have none 

How haft thou hunger then i Satan repty^d 
Tell me if food were now before thee fet, 320 
Would ’ft thou not eat ? Thereafter as I like 
The giver, anfwer’d Jefus. Why fhould that 
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Caufe thy refafal ^ faid the fubtle Fiend. 

Haft thou not nght to all created things ? 

Owe not all creatures by juft right to thee j2j 
Duty and fervice, not to ftay till bid. 

But tender all their pow’r ? nor mention I 
Meats by the Law unclean, or offered firft 
To idols, thofe young Darnel could refufe ; 

Nor proffer’d by an enemy, though who 330 

Would fcruple that, with want opprefs’d i Behold 
Nature aftiam’d, or better to exprefi. 

Troubled that thou ftiould’ft hunger, hath purvey^ 
From all the elements her choiceft ftore 
To treat thee as befeems, and as her Lord 335 
With honor, only deign to ftt and eat 
He ipake no dream, for as his words had end. 

Our Saviour hffang up his eyes beheld 
In ample fpace under the broadeft lhade 
A table richly Ipread, in regal mode, 340 

With diihes pil’d, and meats of nobleft fort 
And favor, beafts of chafe, or fowl of game. 

In paftry built, or Bom the Ipit, or boil’d, 
Gns-amber-fteam’d ; all fifti from fea or fliore, 
Frelhet, or purhng brook, of Ihell or fin, 345 

And exquifiteft name, for which was drain’d 
Pontus, and Lucnne bay, and Afnc coaft. 

Alas how fimple, to tliefe cates compar’d. 

Was that crude apple that diverted Eve I 

And at a ftately ftde-board by the wine 350 

That flagrant iinell dilFus’d, in order ftood 

Tall ftnphng youths rich clad, of fairer hue 
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Than Ganymed or Hylas, diftant more 
Under the trees now tripp’d, now folemn ftood 
Nymphs of Diana’s tram, and Naiades 355 

With fruits and fiow’rs from Amalthea’s horn. 

And ladies of th’ Hefperides, that feem’d 

Fairer than feign’d of old, or fabled fince 

Of faery damfeis met in foreil mdo 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 360 

Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore ; 

And all the while harmonious airs were heard 
Of chiming fixings, or charming pipes, and winds 
Of gentlefi: gale Arabian odors farm’d 
From their foft wings, and Flora’s earliefl: Imells. 365 
Such was the fplendor, and the Tempter now 
His invitauon earneftly renew’d. 

What doubts the Son of God to fit and eat ? 

Thefe are not fruits forbidden ; no inteidid 
Defends the touching of thefe viands pure 5 370 

Their tafie no knowledge works at leaft of evil. 

But hfe preferves, defiroys hfe’s enemy. 

Hunger, with fweet reftorative delight 
All thefe are Spi’nts of air, and wood^ and ipxings. 
Thy gentle mimfiers, who come to pay 375 

Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lord. 
What doubt’ll thou Son of God i fit down and eat 
To whom thus Jefus temp’rately reply’d. 

Said’ll thou not that to all things I had right ? 

And who withholds my pow’r that nght to ufe ^ 3S0 
Shall I receive by gift what of my own. 

When and where likes me bcfi, I can command ? 

I can 
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I can at will, doubt not, as fbon as tho«. 

Command a table in this wildernefs. 

And call fwift flights of Angels miniflrant 
Array’d in glory on my <;np to’ attend. 

Why fhouldfl: thou then obtrude this diligence. 

In vain, where no acceptance it can find ? 

And with my hunger what hafi: thou to do ? 

Thy pompous delicacies I contemn. 

And count thy Ipecious gifts no gifts, but guiles. 

To whom thus anfwer’d Satan malecontent. 

That I have alfo pow’r to give, thou feefl: , 

If of tliat pow’r I brmg thee voluntary 

What I might have beftow’d on whom I pleas’d, 395 

And rather opportunely m this place 

Chofe to impart to thy apparent need. 

Why fhouldfl thou not accept it ^ but I fee 
What I can do or offer is fufpeifl. 

Of thefe things others quickly will difpofe, 

Whofe pains have earn’d the far fet fpoil. 

Both table and provifion vamfh^d quite 
With found of harpies wings, and talons heard. 

Only th’ importune Tempter flail remain’d, 

^nd with thefe words his temptation purfu’d. 

By hunger, that each other creatuie tames. 

Thou art not to be harm’d, therefore not mov’d j 
Thy temperance invincible befides. 

For no allurement yields to appetite. 

And all thy heart is fet on high deflgns, 410 

High afhons, but wherewith to be achiev’d ^ 

Great a^s require great means of enterprife , 

Thou 
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Thou art unknown, unfriended, low of birth, 

A carpentei thy father known, thyfelf 
Bred up m poverty and Itraits at home, 

Loft in a defert here and hunger-bit 
Which way or from what hope doft thou alpire 
To greatnefs ^ whence authonty denv^ft ? 

What followers, what retinue canft thou gam. 

Or at thy heels the dizzy muldtttde, 

Longer than thou canft feed them on thy coft ? 
Money bnngs honor, friends, conqueft, and realms . 
What rais’d Antipatejr the Edomite, 

And his fon Herod plac’d on Judah’s throne 
(Thy throne), but gold that got him pmfTant fnends ? 
Therefore, if at great things thou would’ft arnve. 
Get riches firft, get wealth, and treafure heap. 

Not difficult, if thou hearken to me. 

Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand ; 

They whom I favor thrive in wealth amain. 

While virtue, valor, wifdom, fit in want. 

To whom thus Jefus patiently reply’d. 

Yet wealth without thefe three is impotent 
To gam domimon, or to keep it gam’i 
Witnefs thofe ancient empires of the earth. 

In highth of all their fiowing wealth diftblv’d 
But men endued with thefe have oft attain’d 
In loweft poverty to higheft deeds ; 

Gideon, and Jephtha, and the fliepherd lad, 

Whofe oftspnng on the throne of Judah fat 
So many ages, and fliall yet regain 
That feat, and reign in Ifrael without end. 

Von. XL N 
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Among the Heathen, (for throughout the world 

To me IS not unknown what hath been done 

Worthy’ of memorial) canil: thou not remember 445 

Quintius, Fabncms, Curius, Regains f 

For I eUcem thofe names of men fo poor 

Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 

Riches though ofi:er’d from the hand of kings 

And what m me feems wanting, but that I 450 

May alfo in this poverty as foon 

Accomplifti what they did, perhaps and more ^ 

Extol not nches then, the toil of fools, 

The wife man’s cumbrance if not fnare, more apt 
To flacken virtue, and abate her edge, 455 

Than prompt her to do ought may merit praife* 
What if With like averlion I rejed 
Riches and realms, yet not for that a crown. 

Golden in fliow, is but a wreath of thorns, 

Brmgs dangers, troubles, cares, and lleeplefs nights. 
To him who wears the regal diadem. 

When on his Ihoulders each man’s burden lies , 

For therein Hands the o0ice of a king. 

His honor, virtue, merit, and chief praife. 

That for the public all tins weight he bears, 465 
Yet he who reigns wxthm himfelf, and rules 
Paffions, defires, and fears, is more a king ; 

Which every wife and virtuous man attains : 

And who attains not, ill afpires to rule 

Cities of men, or headHrong multitudes, 470 

Subjed himfelf to anarchy within. 

Or lawlefs paffions in him wiuch he ferves. 
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But to guide nations in the way of troth 
By faving dodrm, and from error lead 
To know, and knowing worfhip God anght. 

Is yet more kingly; this attrads the foul. 
Governs the inner man, the nobler part; 

That other o’er the body only reigns. 

And oft by force, which to a generous mind 
So reignmg can be no iincere dehght 
Befides to give a kingdom hath been thought 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 
Far more magnanimous, than to aifume. 
Riches are needlefs then, both for themfelves. 
And for thy leafon why they fliould be fought. 
To gain a fcepter, ofteft better mifs’d. 


THE END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 
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S O Ipake the Soa of God, and Satan jlood 
A while as mute confounded what to fay. 

What to reply, confuted and convinc’d 
Of his weak arguing, and fallacious drift; 

At length colledmg all his ferpent wiles, j 

With foothing words renew’d, him thus accofb# 

I fee thou know’ft what is of ufe to know. 

What beft to fay canft lay, to do canft do. 

Thy afhons to thy words accord, thy words 
To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart lo 
Contains of good, wife juft, the perfe^l ihape* 

Should kings and nauons &om thy mouth confult. 
Thy counfel lyould be as the oracle 
Unm and Thunamim, thofe oraculous gems 
On Aaron’s breafl: , or tongue of feers old I5 

Infallible or wert thou fought to deeds 
That might require th’ array of war, thy ibH 
Of condud would be fach, that all the world 
Could not fudain thy prowefs, or fubfift 
In battel, though agamft thy few in arms. ap 

Thefe God-Iike virtues wherefore doll thou hide, 
Aife&ng private life, or more obfcure 
N4 
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In favage wJdernefs i wheiefbre deprive 
All eaith her wonder at thy afts, thyfelf 
The fame and glory, glory the reward 2, 

That foie excites to high attempts, the flame ^ 
Of moft ereaed fpi’rits, moft temper’d pure 
Ethereal, who all pleafures elfe defpife. 

All treafures and all gam eilcem as drofs. 

And digmties and pow’rs all but the highefl ? 

Thy yeais are ripe, and over-npe , the fon 
Of Macedonian PhJip had ere thele 
Won Afia, and the throne of Cyrus held 
At hM difpofe , young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pnde, young Pompey quell’d 
i iie Pontic king, and in tniimph had rode. 

Yet years, and to npe yeais judgment mature, 

^ench not the thirll of glory, but augment. 

Great Julius, whom now aH the world admires. 

The more he grew in years, the more inflam’d 
With glory, wept that he had liv’d fo long 
Inglorious • but thou yet art not too late. 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus reply’d. 

Thou neither doft perfuade me to feet wedth 
or empire’s fake, nor empire to a&£i 
For glory’s fake, by all thy argument. 

For what IS glory but the blaze of fame. 

The peoples praife, if always pmife unmix’d? 

And what the people but a herd confus’d, 

A mifcellaneous rabble, who extol . 
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And know not whom, but as one leads the other; 

And what delight to be by fuch extolled. 

To live upon their tongues and be their talk, 55 
Of whom to be diiprais’d were no fmall praife ? 

His lot who dares be Angularly good. 

Th’ intelligent among them and the wife 
Aie few, and glory fcarce of few is rais’d. 

This IS true glory and renown, when God, 60 

Lookmg on th’ earth, with approbation marks 
The juil man, and divulges him through Heaven 
To ail his Angels, who with true applaufe 
Recount his praifes thus he did to Job, 

When, to extend his fame through Hear’n and Earth, 
As thou to thy reproach may’A well remember. 

He alk’d thee. Haft thou feen my fervant Job ^ 

Famous he was m Heav’n, on Earth lefs known; 

Where glory is falfe glory, attributed 

To things not glorious, men not worthy’ of fame. 70 

They err who count it glonous to fubdue 

By conqueft far and wide, to over-run 

Large countries, and m field great battles win. 

Great cities by alTauit what do thefe worthies. 

But rob and fpoil, burn, flaughter, and inAave 75 
Peaceable nations, neighboring, or remote. 

Made captive, yet deferving freedom more 
Than thofe their ccmqucrors, who leave behind 
Nothing but rum wherefoe’er they rove. 

And all the florilhing works of peace defiroy. So 
Then fwell with pride, and mnfi: be tided Gods, 

Great Benefactors of mankind, Deln erers. 
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Worfhipt with temple, pneft, and facrifice , 

One IS the fon of Jove, of Mars the other . 

Till conqu’ror Death difcover them fcaice men, gj 
Rolling m brutilh vices, and deformM, 

Violent or lhamefui death then due icvvard. 

But if there be in glory ought of good. 

It may by means far difterent be attain’d 
Without ambition, war, or violence ; 50 

By deeds of peace, by wifdom eminent. 

By patience, temperance . I mention ftill 
Him whom thy wrongs with faintly patience borne 
Made famous in a land and times obfcure ; 

Who names not now with honor patient Job ^ 

Poor Socrates (who next more memorable J*) 

By what he taught and fufer’d for fo doing. 

For truth's fake fuiering death unjuft, lives now 
Equal m fame to proudejffc conquerors. 

Yet if for fame and glory ought be done, lod 

Ought fuffer'd, if young African for fame 
His walled country freed from Punic rage. 

The deed becomes unprais'd, tlie man at leaH, 

And IdTes, though but verbal, his reward. 

Shall I feek glory then, as vain men feck, I05 

Oft not deferv'd i I feek not mine, but his ^ 

Who fent me% and thereby witnefs whence I am 
To whom the Tempter murm'rmg thus reply'd. 
Thmk not fo flight of glory 5 therein leafl: 

Refembling thy great Father , he feeks glory, 1 lo 
And for his glory all things made, all things 
Orders and governs, nor content m Heaven 


By 
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By all his Angdls glotify^d, requires 
Glory from men, from all men good or had. 

Wife or unwife, no difference, no exempticm, 115 
Above all facnfice, or hallow'd gift 
Glory' he requires, and glory he receives 
Promifcuous from all nations, Jew, or Greek, 

Or barbarous, nor exertion hath declar'd. 

From us liis foes pronounced glory' he exadb. 120 
To whom our Saviour fervently r^ly'd# 

And reafon , lince his word all dungs produc'd. 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end. 

But to ihow forth his gDodndfs, and impart 
His good oommumcable to every foul laj 

Freely , of whom what could he kfs expeft 
Than glory’ and benediftion, that is thanks. 

The flighteft, eaiiefl:, readied recompenfe 
From them who could return Mm nothing elfe. 

And not returning that would hfeeliefl: render 130 
Contempt inflead, diflionor, obloquy ? 

Hard recompenfe, unfuitable return 
For fo much good, fo much beneflcence. 

But why fhould man feefc glory, who' of his own 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 1 35 
But condemnanou, lgnominy^ and lhame it 
Who for fo many benefits receiv'd 
Turn'd recreant to God, ingrate and faife. 

And fo of aE true good huafeif defpoiPd, 

Yet, facniegious, to himfelf would take 140 

That which to God alone of nght belongs; 

Yet fo much bounty is in God, fuch grace. 


That 
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That who advance his glory, not their pwn. 
Them he himfelf to glory will advance 

So fpake the Son of God; and here again 
Satan had not to anfwer, but Hood Uruck 
With guilt of his own lin, for he himfelf 
Infatiable of glory had loft all, 

Yet of another plea bethought him foon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, faid he, fo deem. 
Worth or not worth the feefcing, let it pafs . 
But to a kingdom thou art born, ordained 
To fit upon thy father David's throne ; 

By mother's fide thy father , though thy right 
Be now m powerful hands, that will not part 
Eafily from poffefiion won with arms : 

Judaea now and all the piomis'd land. 

Reduc'd a province under Roman yoke. 

Obeys Tiberius 5 nor is always rul'd 
With temp’rate fivay , oft have they violated 
The temple, oft the law witli foul aftronts. 
Abominations rather, as did once 
Anttochus and tfaink'ft thou to regain 
Thy right by fitting ftill or thus retiring 1 
So did not Macoabeus he indeed 
Retir'd unto the defeit, but with arms j 
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And o'er a mighty king fo oft prevail'd. 

That by ftrong hand his family obtain'd. 

Though priefts, the crown, and David's throne ufurp'd. 
With Modm and her fuburbs once content 170 
If fangdom move thee not, let move thee jseal 


And duty 3 zeal and duty are not flow 3 


But 
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But on occafion’s forelock watchful wait 
They themfelves rather are occaiion bell. 

Zeal of thy father’s houfe, duty to free lyj 

Thy country from her Heathen fervxtude ; 

So lhalt thou befi: fulfil, belt venfy 

The prophets old, who fang thy endlefs reign 5 

The happier reign the Iboner it begins; 

Reign Aen , wiiat canft thou better do the while ? iSo 
To whom our Saviour anfwer thus return’d. 

AH things are befi: fulfill’d in their due time. 

And time there is for aH things. Truth hath faid . 

If of my reign prophetic Wm hath told. 

That It IhaH never end, fo when begin 185 

The Father in his purpofe hath decreed. 

He m whofe hand all tunes and feafons roll. 

What if he hath decreed that I ihall Bril 
Be try’d in humble fiate, and things advexle. 

By tribulations, injuries, inftlts, 190 

Contempts, and fcorns, and fnares, and violence, 
Suffermg, abtouung, quietly expeihng. 

Without difiraft or doubt, that he may know 
What I can fuffer, how obey i who beft 
Can fufier, befi: can do ; befi: reigu, who firft 1^5 
Well hath obey’d ; juR tnal ere I ment 
My exaltation without change or end* 

But what concerns it thee when I begm 
My everlafiang kingdom, why art thou 
^ohatous, what moves thy inquifition ? zoo 

Know’ll: thou not that my riiing is thy fall, 

And my promotioii will be thy deftru^hon ^ 


To 
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To whom the Tempter inly rack’d reply’d. 

Let that come when it comes , all hope is loft 
Of my reception mto grace , what worfe ? 205 

For where no hope is left> is left no fear ; 

If there be worfe, the expe] 3 ation more 
Of worfe torments me than the feelmg can. 

I would be at the worft, worft is my port, 

My harbour, and my ultimate repofe, aio 

The end I would attain, my final good. 

My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime , whatever for itfelf condemn’d. 

And will alike be pnmlh’d, whether thou 

Reign or reign not , though to that gentle brow aij 

W illing ly I could fly, and hope thy reign. 

From that placid aipe£l and meek regard. 

Rather than aggravate ray evil Rate, 

Would ftand between me and thy Father’s ire 
(Whofe ire I dread more than the fire of HeE) 220 
A Ihelter and a kmd of Ihadmg cool 
Interpoliuon, as a fummer’s cloud. 

If I then to the worft that can be hafte. 

Why move thy feet fo flow to what is beft, 

Happieft both to thyfelf and all the world, 

That thou who wofthieft art fliouki’ft be their king f 
Perhaps thou linger’ft m deep thoughts detain’d 
Of th’ enterpnfe fo hazardous and high ; 

No wonder, for though m thee be united 
What of perfeSion can in mala be found, 23® 

Or human nature can receive, confider 
Thy life hath yet been prwate, rooft part fpent 


At 
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At home, fcarce viewM the Gahieaa towns. 

And once a year Jerufalem, few days 
Short fojourn , and what thence couldii thou obfenre ? 
The world thou haft not feen, much lefs her glory. 
Empires, and monarchs, and their radiant courts, 

Beft fchool of belt experience, qmckeft mfigkt 
In all things that to greateft a^hons lead. 

The wifeft, unexpenencM, will be ever 240 

Timorous and loath, with novice modefty, 

(As he who feeking aftes found a kingdom) 

Irrefolute, unhardy, nnadventrous 

But I will bring thee where thou foon (halt quit 

Thofe rudiments, and fee before thine eyes - 245 

The monarchies of th^ earth, their pomp and ftate, 

SuiEcient introdudhon to inform 

Thee, of thyfelf fo apt, in regal arts, 

And regal myftenes, that thou may*ft know 
How beft their oppofition to withftand. 

With that (fuch pow^r was giv^n ham then) he took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high. 

It was a mountain at whofe verdant foet 
A fpacious plain out-ftretchy in orcuk wide 
Lay pleafant j from hs Me two nvera fiowM, 2155 
Th’ one winding, th’ other ftrait, and left between 
Fair champain with lefs nvers mtervein^d. 

Then meeting joined their tribute to the fea. 

Fertil of corn the glebe, of oil and wme; 

With herds die paftures throng’d, with Hocks the hiH^^ 
Huge cities and high that well might feem 

The feats of mightieft monarchs* and fo large 

The 
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The profpeft was, that here and there was room 
For barren defcrt fountainlefs and dry. 

To this high mountam top the Tempter biought *65 
Our Saviour, and new tram of words began 
Well have we fpeeded, and o’er hill and dale, 

Foreft and field and flood, temples and towers. 

Cut fliorter many a league , here thou behold’d 
Aflyna and her empire’s ancient bounds, 2;o 

Araxes and the Caipian lahe, thence on 
As far as Indus eaft, Euphrates weft. 

And oft beyond, to fouth the Perfian bay. 

And macceflible th’ Arabian drouth 

Here Nmeveh, of length withm her wall 275 

Several days journey, built by Nmus old. 

Of that firft golden monarchy the feat. 

And feat of Salmanaffar, whofe fuccefs 
Ifrael in long captivity ftill mourns; 

There Babylon, the wonder of all tongues, 280 

As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
Judah and all thy father David’s houfe 
Led captive, and Jerufalem laid vrafte. 

Till Cyrus fet them free ; Perfepohs 

His aty there thou feeft, and Baftra there j 285 

Ecbatana her ftrufrure vaft there fliows. 

And Hecatompylos her hundred gates; 

There Sufa by Choafpes, amber ftream. 

The dnnk of none but kmgs ; of later fame 
Built by Emathian, or by Parthian hands, 290 

The great Seleuaa, Nifibis, and there 
Artaxata, Teredon, Ctefiphon, 


Turning 
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Turumg with eafy eye thou luay^il behold. 

AH thefe the Parthian, now fome ages paih 
Bv great Arfaces led, who founded hrft 
That empire, under his dominion holds. 

From the luxurious bngs of Anuoch won. 

And juli: in time thou com^ft to have a view 
Of his great powV, for now the Parthian king 
In Ctefiphon hath gather’d all his hoH 
Agamll the Scythian, whofe incurfions wild 
Have walled Sogdiana , to her aid 
He marches now in hafte , fee, though from far, 

FLs thoufands, in wdiat martial equipage 
They ilTue forth, fteel bows and fiiafts their arms, 305 
Of equal dread in Eight or m purfmt; 

All horfemen, in which light they moE excel. 

See how in warlike muEer they appear. 

In rhombs and wedges, and half-moons, and wings 
He look’d, and faw what numbers numberlefs 310 
The city gates out-pourM> hght-armed troops 
In coats of mad and mditary pride. 

In mail their horfes clad, yet fleet and firong, 
Prauncing then riders bore, the fiow’r and choice 
Of mw provinces flom bound to bound ; 3IJ 
From Arachofia, from Candaor eaE, 

And Margiana to the Hyrcanian cliffs 
Of Caucafan, and dark Iberian dales. 

From Atropatia and the neighboring pbiiis 
Of Adiabene, hledia, and the foath }ZQ 

Of Suflana, to Bal&ra’s haven. 

VoL. XI Q Up 
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He faw them m their forma of battle rang*c|* 

How quick they wheePd, and fly’ing behind them flliot 
Sharp fleet of arrowy fliow’rs againfl: the face 
Of their purfuers, and overcame by flight ; 325 

The field all iron cafl: a gleaming brown , 

Nor wanted clouds of foot* nor on each horn 
Cuiiaffiers all in #eel for ftandmg fight* 

Chariots or elephants indorsed with towers 
Of archers* nor of lab’nng pioneers 330 

A multitude with fpades and axes arm’d 
To lay hills plain, fell woods* or valleys fill. 

Or where plain was raife hill* or overlay 
With bridges nvers proud, as with A yoke 5 
Mules after thefe, camels and dromedaries* 333 
And waggons fraught with utenfils of war 
Such forces met not* nor fo wide a camp# 

When Agrican with all his northern powers 
Befleg’d Albracca* as romances tell* 

The city’ of Gallaphrons, fiom whence to win 340 

The faireft of her fex Angelica 

His daughter, fought by many proweft knights* 

Both Paynxm, and the peers of Chartemam. 

Such and fo numerous was tlieir chivalry j 

At fight whereof the Fiend yet more prefum’d* 343 

And to our Saviour thus his wotis renew’d# 

That thou may ’ft know I feek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every way fecure 
On no flight grounds thy fafety * hear* and mark 
To what end i have brought thee hither and fliown 3 jo 

All 
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All this fair %ht thy Mtgdom though foretold 
By prophet or by Angel, unlefs thou 
Endevor, as thy father David did. 

Thou never fhalt obtain; predidxon ihll 

In ail things, and ail men, fuppofes means, 35; 

Without means us’d, what it predi6^s revokes. 

But fay thou wert polTefs’d of David’s throne 
By free confent of aU, none cppofit, 

Samaritan or Jew, how could’il thou hope 
Long to enjoy it quiet and fecure, 360 

Between two fuch incloiing enemies 
Roman and Parthian ^ therefore one of thefe 
Thou mull make fare thy own, the Parthian firll: 

By my advice, as nearer, and of late 
Found able by invalion to annoy 365 

Thy country’, and captive lead away her kings 
Antigonus and old Hyrcanus bound, 

Maugre the Roman, it fhafl be my ta& 

To render thee the Faithiaft at dilpofe ; 

Choofe V ^hich thou wilt, by coaquell or by league. 370 
By him thou ihak regain, without him not. 

That which alone can truly remllall thee 
In David’s roval feat, his true fuccel&r. 

Deliverance of thv brethren, thofe ten tribes 
Whofe offspring in his ternOTy yet ferre, 375 

In Habor, and among the Medes ddpers’d; 

Ten Ions of Jacob, two of Jofeph loft 
Thus long from Jlrael, fervmg as of dd 
Their fathers m the land of Egypt fervM, 

Oz 


This 
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This offer fets before thee to deliver 
Thefe if from fervitude thou fhalt refiore 
To then inhentauce, then> nor till then. 

Thou on the throne of David in full glory, 

From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond 
Shalt reign, and Rome or Caefar not need fear 
To whom our Saviour anfvverM thus unmov’d. 
Much oflcntation vain of flelhly arm, 

And fragil arms, much inllrumert of war 
Long in preparing, foon to nothing brought, 
Before mine eyes tliou’ hall fet , and m my ear 
Vented much policy, and projedls deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battels and leagues, 

Plaulible to the world, to me worth nought. 
Means I mull ufe, thou fay’ll, predu5lion elfe 
Will unprednSl and fail me of the throne , 

My time I told thee (and that time for thee 
Were better fartheil off) is not yet come . 

When that comes, think not thou to find me flack 
On my part ought endevoring, or to need 
Thy politic maxims, or that cumberfome 
Luggage of war there fliown me, argument 
Of human weaknefs rather than of flrength. 

My brethren, as thou call’ll them, thofe ten tribes 
i mull deliver, if 1 mean to reign 
David’s true heir, and his full fcepter fway 
To juft extent over all Ifrael’s fons , 

But whence to thee this zeal, where was it then 
for Ifrael, or for Davjd, or his throne. 
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When thou ftood’Ii: up his tempter to the p^ide 
Of nunib’nng Ifrael, which, cofi the lives 410 

Of threefcore and ten thoufand Ifiaelites 
By three days peftilence ? fach was thy zeal 
To Israel then, the fame that now to me 
As for thofe captive tribes, themfelves were they 
Who wrought their own captxvm, fell off 415 

From God to worlhip c?l\es, the deities 
Of Egypt, Baal ne\t and Afhtarot'i, 

And ail tli' idolatnes of Heathen round, 

Befides their otliea vvorfe than heatlihixfli cnmes ; 

Noi m the land of their capmity 420 

Humbled themfelves, or penitent besought 
The God of their forefathers , bat fo dj ’d 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 
Like to themfelves, diiljigmfhab’e fcarce 
From Gentiles, but by circmrcifon tarn, 425 

And God with idols in their wor^ip join’d 
Should I of thefe the Lberty regard, 

Who fieed as to their ancient patrimony. 

Unhumbled, unrepentant, unreform’d. 

Headlong \%ould follow’, and to their Gods pcriiaps 
Of Bethel and of Dan ^ no, let them fen e 45 1 
Their enemies, who feue idols with God 
Yet he at length, tune to him W bell known, 
Remembnng Abraham, by Ibme i;^ondrous call 
May bring them back repentant ard fmeere, 455 
And at their pailing cleave th’ Affvnan ficod. 

While to their native land with jov thev hafre, 

O 3 As 
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As the Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft. 

When to the promis’d land their fathers pafs’d ; 

To his due time and providence I leave them. 440 
So fpake IfraePs true king, and to the Fiend 
Made anfwer meet, that made void all his wiles. 

So fares it when with truth fallhood contends. 


THE EJfO OF THE THIK.D BOOK. 



THE 

FOURTH BOOK 

O P 

PARADISE REGAIN’D. 


O 4. 




[ 201 3 


PARADISE REGAIN’D. 

BOOK IV. 


P ErpIex’d and troubled at Ins bad fuccefs 
The Tempter flood, nor had what to reply, 
Difcover’d m his fraud, thrown from his hope 
So oft, and the perfuaflve rhetonc 
That fleck’d his tongue, and won fo much on Eve, 5 
So little here, nay lofl , but Eve was Eve, 

This far Ins over-match, who felf-deceiv’d 
And lafti, before hand had no better weight 
The ftrength he was to cope with, or his own : 

But as a man who had been matchlefr held 10 

In cunnmg, over-reach’d where leaf! he though^ 

To falve his credit, and for very fpite. 

Still will be tempting him who foils him fhll. 

And never ceafe, though to his fhame the more ; 

Or as a fwarm of flies in vmtage-time, ly 

About the wme-prefs where fweet mull is pour’d. 

Beat off, returns as oft with humming found , 

Or furging waves againfl a fblid rock. 

Though all to flnveis dafli’d, th’ aflault renew, 

1/aan batt’ry, and in froth or bubbles end, 20 

So Satan, whom repulfe upon repuife 
Met ever, and to ihameful iiieace brought. 


Yet 
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Yet gives not o’er though delp’rate of fuccefs. 

And his vam importunity purfues. 

He brought our Saviour to the weftern fide ^ 
Of that high mountain, whence he might behold 
Another plain, long but in breadth not wide, 

WalhM by the fouthern fea, and on the north 
To equal length back’d witli a ridge of hills. 

That fcreen’d the fiuits of th’ earth and feats of men 
Fiom cold Septentrion blafis, thence m the midA 3 1 
Divided by a river, of whofe banks 
On each fide an imperial city fiood, 

^Ahth tow’rs and temples proudly elevate 

On fev’n final! hills, with palaces adorn’d, jj 

Porches and theatres, baths, aquedufts. 

Statues and ti ophies, and tnumpfaal arcs. 

Gardens and groves prefented to his eyes. 

Above the high’di of mountains interpos’d * 

By what firange parallax or optic (kill 40 

Of vifion multiply’d through air, or gkfs 
Of tclefcope, were curious to inqukc 
And now the Tempter thus his filence broke. 

The city ivhich thou feefi: no other deem 
' riian great and glorious Rome, queen of the earth 45 
So far renown’d, and with the fpoils ennch’d 
Of nations 5 theie the capitol thou feeft 
Above the reft hftmg Ins fiately head 
On. the Tarpeian rock, her citadel 
hapregnable, and theie Mount Palatine, 50 

Th’ unpenal palace, compafs huge, and high 
1 ne finiauie, fedl of nobkft architetfls, 

^^ith 
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With gilded battlements, confpicuous far. 

Turrets and terraces, and glitt’rmg fpires. 

Many a fair edifice befides, more Idte S 5 

Hottfes of God, (fo weU I have difpos’d 
My aery inicrofcope) thou may’ft behidd 
Outfide and infide both, pillars and loofs. 

Carv’d work, the hand of fam’d artificers 
In cedar, marble, ivory, or gold do 

Thence to the gates caft round thme eye, and fee 
What conflux iffumg forth, or entrmg in. 

Praetors, proconfiils to their provmces 
Haftmg, or on return, in robes of ftate ; 

Lifters and rods, the enfigns of their power, 65 

Legions and cohorts, turms of horfe and wings 
Or embaflies from regions far remote 
In various habits on the Appian road. 

Or on th’ Eimhan, fome fiom fartheft finith, 

Syene’, and where the fhadow both way fells, 7® 
Meroe Nilotic ile, and more to weft, 

The realm of Bocchus to the Blackamoor lea , 

From th’ Afian kings and Parthian among thefe. 
From India and the golden Che^nefe, 

And utmoft Indian ile Taprobane, 75 

Dolk faces with wHte flUcen tarbants wreath d; 

From Galha, Gades, and the Biitilh weft, 

Germans and Scythians, and Sarmatiars north 
Beyond Danuhius to the Taunc pod. 

AH nations now to Rome obedience pay, 80 

To Rome’s great emperor, w'hofe wide domam 
In ample territory, wealth and power. 


Ovility 
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Civility of manners, arts and aims. 

And long renown, thou juftly may’ll: prefer 
Before the Parthian , thefe two thrones except, gj 
The reft are barb’rous, and fcaice worth the fight, 
Shar’d among petty kings too far i amov’d, 

Thefe having Ihown thee, I have fhown thee all 
The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 

This emp’ror hath no fon, and now is old, go 

Old and lakmous, and fiom Rome letn’d 
To CapiejE an iland fmall but ftiong 
On the Campanian fliore, with purpofe tlieie 
His horrid lufts m private to enjoy. 

Committing to a wicked favoiite 95 

All public caies, and yet of him fulpicious. 

Hated of all, and hating; with whateafe. 

Indued with regal virtues as thou art. 

Appearing, and beginning noble deeds, 

Might’ft tliou expel this monfter from his throne 100 
Now made a ftye, and m his place afeendmg 
A vi£lor people free from fervile yoke f 
And with my help thou may’ll: ; to me the power 
Is giv’n, and by that right I give it thee. 

Aim therefore at no Ms than all the woild, 105 
Aim at the high’eft, without the high’eft attain’d 
Will be for thee no fitting, or not long. 

On David’s throne, be prophecy’d what will 
To whom the Son of God unmov’d reply ’d* 

Nor doth this grandeur and majcltic fliow no 

Of luxury, though call’d magnificence. 

More than of arms before, allure mine eye. 


Muck 
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Much lefs my mind; though thou ihould’il add to tell 
Their fumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous feaila 
On citron tables or Atlantic Hone, i % 5 

(For I have alfo heard, perhaps have read) 

Their wines of Setia, Gales, and Falerne, 

Cluos, and Crete, and how they quaiF in gold, 

CryHal and myrrhine cups imbofsM with gems 
And iluds of pearl, to me ihould’H tell who thirlt im 
And hunger fhll then embaffies thou fhow’H: 

From nations far and nigh , what honour that. 

But tedious wafle of t^me to fit and hear 
So many hollow compliments and hes, 

Outlandifii flatteries ? then proceed’A to talk 12 § 
Of th’ emperor, how eafily fubdued. 

How glououfly, I fhail, thou fay’fi, expel 
A brutifli monfier what if I withal 
Expel a Devil \/ho firft made him foch ? 

Let his tormenter coufoence find him oat, 150 
For him I was not fent, nor >ct to free 
That people vicloi once, now \ile and bafe, 
Defervedly made vaflkl, who once jufi. 

Frugal, and mild, and template, conquer^ well. 

But govern ill the nations under yoke, 135 

Feeling their provinces, exhaailed all 
By lull and rapm, firfi ambitious grown 
Of triumph, that mfulting vanity , 

Then cruel, b) their fports to blood inurM 
Of fighting beafis, and men to bealls expo,^d, 140 
Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier ihll. 

And fren tlie daih kene effeminate. 


Wnat 
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What wife and valiant man would fcek m free 
Theft thus degenerate, by tliemfelves inllav’d, 

Oi could of inward flavc', make outward free? 
Know tliereforc when my feafon comes to fit ' 
On David’s throne, it fliall be hke a tree 
Spieading and overlhadowing all the earth, 

Or as a done that lhall to pieces dafe 
All monaichies befides throughout the world, 

And of my kingdom there IhaU be no end 
Means there lhall be to this, but What die aeam, 

Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 

To whom the Tempter impudent reply’d. 

I fee all ofters made by me how flight it. 

Thou valued, bccaufe offer’d, and rejeft’d 
Nothing will pleafe the difficult and nice. 

Or nothing more than dill to contradia . 

On th’ other lide know alfo thou, that I 

On what X offer fet as high edeem, ifie 

Nor what 1 part with mean to give for nought , 

All thefe Which in a moment diou behold’d, 

’I he kingdoms of the world to thee X give , 

For giv’n to me, X give to whom I pleafe. 

No tilde, yet with diis referve, not elfe, ifi? 

On this condition, if thou wdt frill down. 

And worlhip me as thy fupenor lord, 

Eafily done, and hold them idi of me; 

For what can Itfs fo great a gift deferve ? 

Whom thus our Savionr anfvver’d With difdain m 

I never lik’d thy talk, thy ofters lefs. 

Now both abhor, dace dm haft dar’d to utter 
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abominable terms, impious condition; 

But I indure the time, till which expir’d. 

Thou haft penmftion on me. It is written 
The firft of all commandments, Thoa lhalt worftup 
The Lord thy God, and only him lhalt feire ; 

And dar’ft thou to the Son of God propound 
To worftup thee accufs’d, now more accurs’d 
For this attempt bolder than that on Eve, lEo 
And more blafphemous ? which eiiped to rue. 

The kingdoms of the world to thee were given. 
Permitted rather, and by thee ufurp'd. 

Other donation none thou canft produce . 

if giv’n, by whom but by the Kmg of kings, 185 

God o\ev all fupieme ^ if giv’n to thee. 

By thee how fairly is the giver now 

Repaid ? But gratitude m thee is loft 

Long lince. Wert thou ft> void of fear or lhame. 

As ofter them to me the Son of God, 190 

To me my own, m fuch abhorred pad. 

That I fall down and w^orftiip thee as God ? 

Get thee behind me> plant thou now appear’d 
That evil one, Satan for ever damn’d. 

To whom the Fiend with fear abaftt’d repiy’d. t$5 
Be not fo fore offended. Son of God, 

Though fons of God botli Angels are and Men, 

If I to try whether in higher fort 
Than thefe thou bear’d that nile, have propos’d 
What both from Men and Angels I recene, too 
Tetrarchs of fire, mr, fiood, and on the earth 
Nations befides f^cun all the quarter’d v^inds, 
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God of this world mvok\i and world beneath, 

Wlio then tliou ai t, whofc coming i$ foretold 
To me fa fatal, me it mod concerns* 205 

The trial hath indamag^d thee no way, 

Rather moie honor left and moie efteem , 

Me nought advantage, miffing what I aim’d. 
Thercfoie let pad, as they aie tranfitory. 

The kingdoms of this world ; I fliall no more 
Advife thee , gam them as thou cand, 01 not. 

And thou thyfcif feem’d otheiwife inclin’d 
Than to a woildly crown, addifted moie 
To contemplation and profound difpute. 

As by that eaily action may be judg'd, 215 

When dipping fi om thy motlier’s eye thou went’d 
Alone into the temple, there wad found 
Among the graved Rafabies dilputant 
On points and quedions fitting Mofes^ chair. 
Teaching, not taught ^ the childhood ffiows the man, 
As mormng fiiows the day. Be famous then m 
By uifdom , as thy empire mud extend. 

So let extend thy mind o'er all the world 
In knowledge, all things m it comprehend 
All knowledge 15 not couch'd in Mofes’ law, 225 
The Pentateuch, or what the Prophets wrote; 

The Gentiles alfo know, and write, and teach 
To admiration, led by nature's light. 

And widi the Gentiles much thou mud converfe. 
Ruling them by perfuafion as thou mean’d , 230 

Without their learning how wilt tliou with them. 

Or they witn thee hold converfation meet ? 


How 
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How wait thoa reafon with them, how re&te 
Their idolifms, traditions, paradoxes ? 

Error by his own arms is beft evmcM. ajj 

Look once more ere we leave this fpecular mount 
WeUward, much nearer by fouthweil, behold 
Where on the Mgem fhore a aty ftaads 
Built nobly, pure the air, and hght the foil, 
ji^ithens the eye of Greece, mother of arts afo 

And eloquence, native to famous wits 
Or hofpitable, m her fweet receft. 

City^ or fuburban, liudious walks and lhades; 

See there the olive grove of Academe, 

Plato’s rettronent, where the Attic bird 245 

Trails her thick-warbled notes the fummer long , 
There flow’ry hill Hymettus with the found 
Of bees induftnous murmur oft m>ites 
To Hudious muling, there IhSm rolls 
His whifp’rmg ftream- withm the walls then view z§o 
The fchools of anaent fages , his who bred 
Great Alexander to fubdae the world, 

Lyceum there, and painted St<m next 
There lhalt thou hear and learn the fecret power 
Of harmony in tones and numbers hit 255 

By voice or hand, and vanoas-meafiir’d verfe, 
jEolian charms and Dorian lync odes. 

And his who gave them breath, but higher fang, 

Blind Melefigenes thence Homer call’d# 

Whofe poem Phoebus challeng’d for his owtu z 6 ^ 
Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 
In Chorus or Iambic, teachers beft 
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Of moral prudeace, with 461ight recav'd 
In brief fententious precepts, while they treat 
Of Fate, and chance, and change in human fife j 
High affiions, and high palHons bed defcnbing : ^ 

Thence to the famous orarora repair, 

Thofe ancient, whofe refifHefs eloquence 
Wielded at wiU that fierce democratie, 

Sho6k th^ arfenal and fulmin'd over Greece, > a/# 

To Macedon and Artaxerxe§* throne ; 

To fage Philofophy next lendithme ear, 

From Heaven defcended to the low*-iooft hoafe 
Of Socrates, fee there his tenement. 

Whom well m{piY*d the oraclcr pronoimc'd a/J 

Wifefi: of men ; from whofe mouth iflhed forth 

Mellifluous flreams, that water'd all the Ichools 

Of Academics old and new, with thofe 

Sornam'd Penpatetibs, and the feift 

BpiCurban, and the Stoic fevere 5 

Thefe here revolve, or, as thou lifc'ft, at home. 

Till dme mature thee to a kingdom’s weight j 
Theft rules will render thee a king complete 
Within thyfelj^ much more with empire jfoin'A 
To whom our Saviour fagely thus reply 'd 
Think not but that I know thefe things, or think * 
J know them not , not therefore am I Ihort 
Of knowing what I ought * he who receives 
Light from above, from the fountam of light. 

No other dobbin needs, though granted true ; ajo 
But thefe are falfe, or little elfe but dreams, 
Oonjeftures, fancies, buiJ^ on nothing firm* 
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The firft and wiM of them all profefs’d 
To know this only, that he nothing knew , 

The next to fablmg M and finoOth conceits , Z95 

A third fort doubted all things, Aough plam fenfe. 
Others in virthe ^ac’d febcity. 

But virtue jom’d with nches and long hfe, 

In corporal pleafare he, and carelefs eafc. 

The Stoic lafl: in philofophic pnde, 300 

By him call’d virtue , and his virtuous man, 

Wife, perfea in himfelf, and all poffefling. 

Equals to God, oft fliames not to prefer. 

As fearing God nor man, contemning all 
Wealth, pleafure, pam or torment, death and life, 305 
Which when he hRs, he leaves, or bsafts he can. 

For all his tedious talk is but vam boaft. 

Or fubtle ihifts conviftion to evade 
Alas, what can they teach, and not millead. 

Ignorant of themfelves, of God much more, 310 
And how the world began, and how iwm feH 
Degraded by himfelf, on grace depending > 

Much of the foul diey talk, but aH awry. 

And m themMves feek virtue, and © thsailfelves 
AE glory arrogate, © God give *sae, 3 1 S 

Rather accufe lum under ufual names. 

Fortune and Fate, a, mie regardkfs quite 

Of mortal thmgs Who therefore feefcs m Ihefe 

True wifdom, finds her not, or by ddufeai 

Far worfe, her falfe refend?lanee only meets, 32O 

An empty cloud However many books. 

Wife men have faid, are weanfome , vrfio reads 

p 3 InceSandy, 
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luccffantly, and to lua sending brings not 
A fpirxt and judgment equal or fupenor, 

(And wbat be bnngs, what needs he eUewhere leek!) 
Uncertain and unfettled ftill remains, 

Deep vers’d in books and fhallow m himfelf. 

Crude or intoxicate, coIle£hng toys, 

And trifles fpr choice matters, worth a Ipunge , 

As children gathering pebbles on the Ihore 350 
Or if I would delight my private hours 
With muhe or with poem, where fo foon 
As m cur native lai guage can I find 
That folace ? All our law and lloiy ftrowM 
With hymns, our pfalms with artful t^rms infcrib’d^ 
Our Hebrew foqgs and Jiarps m Babylon, 336 
That pleas’d fo well our vidors ear, declare 
That rather Greece from us thefe arts deriv’d, 

III imitated, while they loudeft fing 

The vices of their Deities, and their own 34& 

In fabk, hymn, or fong, fo perfonating 

Their Gods ridiculous, and themfelves paft fhame 

Remove their fwellmg epithets thick laid 

As varmfh on a harlot’s cheek, the reft, 

Thm fown with ought of profit or delight, 34J 
Will far be found unworthy to compare 
With bion’s fongs, to all tiue tafoes excelling, 

Where God is praisM aright, and Goddike men. 
The Hohefl of Holies, and his Saints, 

Such are from God mfpir’d, not fuch from thee, 350 
Unleis where moral virtue is exprefs’d 
^y light of nature not m all quite loft 
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Their orators thou then extoll^il, as thofe 
The top of eloquence, iiatifis indeed. 

And lovers of their country, as may feem ; 35 ^ 

But herein to our prophets far beneath. 

As men divmely taught, and better teaching 

The fohd rules of civil government 

In their majelhc unafte£led ilile 

Than all th’ oratory of Greece and Rome, 36c 

In them is plaineH taught, and eafieft learnt. 

What makes a nation happy'^ and keeps it fe. 

What rums kingdoms, and lays cities flat 5 
Thefe only with our law befl: form a king 

So Ipake the Son of God; bat Satan now 365 
Quite at a lois, for all his darts were ijient. 

Thus to our Saviour widi ftem biow replj^d» 

Since neither wealth nor honor, arms nor arts# 
Kingdom nor empire pleafes thee, nor ought 
By me propos’d in hfe contemplative, 370 

Or adive, tended on by glory*, or feme. 

What deft thou in this world f The wsidemefs 
For thee is flttefl place, I found thee there. 

And thither will return thee ; yet remember 

What I foretei thee, fooa thou flialt have caufe 37J 

To wifh thou never hadft rejeSed thus 

Nicely or cautioufly my offipr*d anh 

Which would have fet thee m /hoit dine mth eale 

On David’s throne, or throne of the world. 

Now at full age, fiiinefs of tune, thy feakm, 38^ 

When prophecies of thee are befl fulfill’d^ 

Now contrary, if I read ought m Heaven, 
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Or Heav’n write ought of fate, by what the liars 
Voluminous, or fingle charafters. 

In their conjanftipn met, give me to fpell, 385 

Sorrows, and labors, oppofition, hate 
Attends thee, feoras, reproaches injuries. 

Violence and llnpes, and laftly cruel death; 

A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom, 
Real or allegoric, I difcorn not, 39 ® 

Nor when, eternal fure, as without end. 

Without heginmug ; for no date prefix’d 
DireOs me in th# Harry rubnc fet 

So fay’ing he took (for Hill he knew his power 
Not yet expu’d) and to the wildcrnefs 395 

Brought back die Son of God, and left him there. 
Feigning to difappear Parknefs now rofe. 

As day-Ught funk, and brought in lounag night 
Her Ihaddwy offspring, unfubftantial both. 

Privation mere of light and abfisnt day. 4®® 

Our Saviour meek and widi untroubled mind 
After his aery jaunt, though burned fore. 

Hungry and cold betook him to his reft. 

Wherever, under fmae concourfe of fbades, 

Whofe branching arms thick mtertwm’d might fineld 
From dews and damps of mght his fheltcr’d head, 4®^ 
But fhelter’d flept m vam, for at his head 
The Tempter watch’d, and foon with ugly dreams 
Diftorb’d his fleep, and either tropic now 
'Gan thundei, and both ends of Heav’n, the douds 4IS 
From many a horrid nft abortive pour’d 
Fierce ran with hghtnmg mix’d, water with fire 



PARADISE REGAIN’D. 215 

In ruin reconciled nor flept the wmci$ 

Within their fkony c^ves, but ruHiM abroad 
From the four hmge$ of the worJd> and fell 415 
On the vex’d wjldernefo whofe tailed pme% 

Though rooted deep as Ingh, and ftiwrdiefl pak^ 

Bow’d their feiF necks, loadea mt]j^ Aonny Mafei 
Or torn up iheer il} wad thpn flirouded AeSi 
Q patient Son of God, yet only 420 

Unfliaken 5 nor yet toy’d the terrpr there j 
Infernal ghoto, and hellifli ftrses, round 
Environ’d thee>ibine howl’d, (om& yell’d^ feme flmek’d? 
Some bpnt at thee their fiery darts, yrhile thou 
Satft un^ppall’d in calm ^nd finlefe peace* 425 
Thus pafs’d t|j€ night fo foul, tiK morning fair 
Came forth with pdgnm tops m gray. 

Who with«her radiant finger toll’d lie rpar 
Of thunder, chas’d the cjpilfe laid tie wind^ 

And grlfly fpeSres# winch the Fiend had rais’d 4591 
To tempt the Son of God wito terrors dire. 

And now the fun with more eto<^nal beams 
Had chear’d the face of eardi, and toy’d the wet 
From drooping plant, or dropping tree; the birds. 

Who all things now behold mpre foto and green, 435 
After a night of torm S> rmom^ 

Clear’d up their chmcefl notes m buto and 
To gratulate the fweet return of mesrn; 

Nor yet amidft dus joy and Jbsnghteft mom 

Was abfent, after all his zmtohief done, 44t> 

The prmce of darkneft, ^ad iisonld alto feem 
Of this tor johange, and mmff Saimur came, 

P 4 y«t 
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Yet with no new device, they all were fpent^ 

Rather by this his laft afFront refolv^d, 

Defp’rate of better courfe, to vent his rage, 445 
And mad defpite to be fo oft repelFd. 

Him walkmg on a funny hill he found. 

Back’d on the north and weft by a thick wood ; 

Out of the wood he ftarts in wonted lhape. 

And in a carelefs mood thus to him faid. 450 

Fair morning yet betides thee. Son of God, 

After a difmal night, I heard the wrack 
As earth and Iky would mingle , but myfelf 
Was diftant, andthefe flaws, though mortals fear them 
As dang’rous to the pillar’d frame of Heaven, 455 
Or to the earth’s dark balls underneath. 

Are to the main as mconliderable. 

And harmlefs, if not whdlefome, as a fneeae 
To man’s lefs umverfe, and foon are gone, 

Yet as bemg oft times noxious where tliey light 460 
On man, beaft, plant, wafteful and turbulent. 

Like turbttlenaes m th* affairs of men. 

Over whofe heads they roar, and feem to point. 

They oft fore-fignify and threaten ill* 

This tempeft at this defert moft was bent 465 

Of men at thee, for only thou here dwell’ft. 

Did I not tell thee, if thou dxdft rejeft 
The perfect feafon offer’d with my aid 
To win thy dcftm’d feat, but wilt prolong 
All to the pufh of fate, purfue thy way 470 

Of gaming David’s throne no man knows when, 
cr botli the when and how is no where told. 
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Thou flialt be what thou art ordain’d, no doubt, 

For angels have proclam’d it, but concealing 
The tune and means • each ad is nghthefi: done, 4'’ 5 
Not when it muft, but when it may be bell. 

If thou obferve not this, be fore to iind. 

What I foretold thee, many a hard aflay 
Of dangers, and adverlities, and pains. 

Ere thou of IfiaePs f^epter get fall hold; 480 

Whereof this ominous night that clos’d thee round. 

So many terrors, voices, prodigies. 

May warn thee, as a fore fore-going fign. 

So talk’d he while the Son of God went on 
And flay’d not, but in brief him anfwer’d thus. 485 

Me worfe than wet thou hnd’ft not; other harm 
Thofe terrors, which thou ipeak’fi: ofi did me none ; 

I never fear’d they could, though noi£ng load 
And threatning nigh , what they can do as figas 
Betokemng, or ill bodmg, I contemn 490 

As falfe portents, not fent from God, but thee ; 

Who, knowing I fhall reign pafl diy preventing, 
Obtrud’il: thy offer’d aid, that I accepting 
At leall might feem to hold all pow’r of theci, 
Ambmous Spi’nt, and wouldfl be thought my God, 
And ftorm’H refus’d, thinking to teriify 496 

Me to thy will, defifh t&ou art difcem’d 
And toil’ft in vain, nor me m vam moleft 
To whom the Fiend now fwdn with rage reply’d. 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virgxn-boni ; 500 

For Son of God to me is yet m doubt 
Of the MeiHah I have heaitf lorctold 


By 
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By all the Prophets, thy bsrth at fength 
Announc’d by Gabriel with the firft I knew. 

And of th’ angelic fang in Bethlehem field, 505 
On thy birth-mght, that fung thee Saviour horn. 
From that time feldom have I ceas’d to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth. 

Thy manhood lafir, though yet m private bred; 

Till at the ford of Jordan, whither all 510 

Flock to the Baptti, I among the reft. 

Though not to be baptis’d, by vcace from Heaven 
Heard thee pronounc’d the Son of God belov’d. 
Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer n&w 
And narrower fcrutiay, that I might learn 
In what degree of meaning thou art call’d 
The Son of God, which bears no Angle fenfe ; 

The Son of God I alfo am, or was. 

And if I was, lam; relation Hands , 

AH men are Sons of God; yet thee I thought 
In fome refpeft far higher fo declar’d. 

Therefore I wash’d thy footfteps from that hour. 

And follow’d thee Ml on to this wafie wild j 

Where by all heft conjisftures I colled 

Thpu art to be my fatal enemy. 5^5 

Good reafon then, if I before-hand ftefc 

To underftand my adverfary, who 

And what he is ; his wifflom, pow’r, intent j 

By pari, or ccunpofinon, truce, or league. 

To win him, or wm from him what I can. 5 JA 

And opportunity I here have had 

To txy thee, fift md confefs have found thee 

Proof 
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Proof againil all temptation, as a rock 
Of adamant, and a? a center, iSrm, 

To th* utmoft of mere man both wife and good, 535 
Not more , for honors, uches, kingdoms, g^<^y* 

Have been before contemn’d, and may again ^ 
Therefore to know what more thqu art than man. 
Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heaven, 
Another metliod I mnft now begin 540 

So fay’ing he caught him up, and without wing 
Of hippognf boie through the air fiiblime 
Over the wildernefs and o’er the plain , 

Till underneath them fair Jerufalem, 

The holy city, lifted high her towers, 545; 

And highei yet the glorious temple rear’d 
Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabafler, topt vtith gdden Ipires. 

There on the higheft pinnacle he fe 
The Son of God, and added thus in fcom* 5519 
There Hand, if thou wilt fland; to %Bd upright. 

Will zfk thee Ikill j I to thy Father’s houfe 
Have brought tkee% and higheil plac’d, highefl is beft, 
Now fhow thy progeny , if not to ftand. 

Caff thyfelf down $ fafely, if Son of God : 555 

For It IS written. He will gi?e command 
Concerning thee to his Angels, in their hands 
They ihali up lift thee, leff at any tune 
Thou chance to daSi thy foot againff a ffone 
To whom thus Jefus, 4ho it is written, 

Tempt not the Lord thy God ^ he find, and ffood 
But Satan fmuen vmh stsmmmt ML 

As 
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Ai> when earth’s fon ^ntsus (to compare 
Small things with greateft) in Iraflk ftrove 
With Jove’s Alcides, and oft foil’d fhll rofe, rfi- 
Receiving from his mother eaith new firength, ^ ^ 
Frelh from his fall, and fiercer grapple join’d. 
Throttled at length in th’ air, etpir’d, and fell j 
So after many a foil the Tempter proud, 

Renewing ftclh aflaults, anudft his pnde cyg 

Fell whence he flood to fee his viSor fall. 


And as that Theban monfler that propos’d 
Her riddle’, and him who folv’d it not, devour’d. 
That once found out and folv’d, for grief and fpite 
Caft herfelf headlong from th* Ifmeman fleep; 57- 
So flruck with dread and anguilh fell the Fiend, 

And to his crew, that fat confulting, brought 
Jojiefs triumphals of his hop’d fuccefs. 

Rum, and defpeiation, and difmay. 

Who durft fo proudly tempt the Son of God. 580 
So Satan fell ; and flrait a fiery globe ^ 

Of Angels on full fail of wing flew mgh. 

Who on their plumy vans receiv’d him foft 
From his uneafy flation, and upbore 
As on a floting couch through the blithe air, 58* 
Then in a flow’ry vaUey fet him down * 

On a green bank, and let before him ^read 
A table of celeihal food, divme. 


Ambrofial frmts, fetch’d from the tree of life. 
And from the fount of life ambrofial dnnk. 
That foon refreJh’d him iveaned, and repair’d 
What hunger, if ought hunger had impair’d. 


Or 
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Or thirfl; and as he fed, angelic qmres 
Sung heavenly anthems of his vi^ory 
Over temptation, and the Tempter proud. 595 

True image of the Father, whether thron’d 
In the bofom of blifs, and light of light 
Conceiving, or remote from Heaven, infhrin’d 
In flelhly tabernacle, and human form, 

Wand’nng the wildeinefs, whatever place, 600- 

Habit, or ftate, or motion, Ihll expreffing 
The Son of God, with God-like force indued 
Agamll th’ attempter of thy Father’s throne. 

And thief of Paradife , him long of old 
Thou didil debel, and down from Heaven caft 605 
With ail his army, now thou haft aveng’d 
Supplanted Adam, and by vanquiflung 
Temptation, haft regain’d loft Paradife ; 

And fruftrated the conqueft fraudulent: 

He never more henceforth will dare fet foot 610 
In Paradife to tempt , bs fiiares are broke ; 

For though that feat of earthly bhfs be fail’d, 

A fairer Paradife is founded now 
For Adam and bs chofen fons, whom thou 
A Saviour art come down to re-inftall 61 j 

Where they ftiall dwell fecure, when time fhall be. 

Of Tempter and temptation without fear. 

But thou, infernal Serpent, lhalt not long 
Rule in the clouds ; like an autumnal ftar 
Or lightning thou lhalt fall from Heav’n, trod down 
Under bs feet for prooft ere this thou feel ’ft 62 f 
Thy wound, yet not thy laft and deadheft wound. 

By 
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By this repulfe receivM, and hoH*ft in Hell 
No triumph, m all her gates Abaddon rues 
Thy bold attempt ; hereafter learn with awe 6^5 
To dread the Son of God : he all unarm’d 
Shall chace thee with the terror of his voice 
From thy demoniac holds, poflefiion foul. 

Thee and thy legions $ ydfing they lhall fly, 

And beg to hide them m a herd of fwine, $3^ 

Left he commmid them down into the deep 
Bound, and to torment fent befoie tlieir time* 

Had, Son of the moft high, heir of both worlds, 
Qgeller of Satan, on thy glorious work 
Now enter, and begin to feve mankind. 6^5 

Thus they the Son of God our Saviour meek 
Sung vi(ftor, and from heavenly feaft refrefti’d 
Brought on has way with joy 5 he unobferv’d 
Home to his mother’s houfe private retum *4 
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Helperus the Evening Star 
Chorus of Angeh 
Lucifer 
Adam 
Eve 

Confaence 
Labor 
Sicknefs 
Difcontent 
Ignorance 
Fear 
Death 
Fiatlx 
Hope 
Charity* 



Other Tragedies* 

Adam in banxshuvnt, 
The Flo on* 

AnaAM m Eotft* 

VoL, XL 


Pa It A 
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Paradise Lost* 


The Pcifons 


Mofes lecounting hovv he aflumM hia 

true body , that it corrupts not, bccaufe of his [abode] 
with God m the mount, declares the like of Enoch 
and Eliah , bcfides die purity of the place, that certdin 
pure winds, dews, and clouds, preferve it fiom cor- 
ruption, whence e\'horts to the fight of God, tells 
they cannot fee Adam m the Hate of innocence by 
reafon of then fin 

Juftice ^ debating what fliould become of Man, 

Wifdom J 

Chorus of Angels fiiig a hymn of the creation*. 


Aa 11 

Heavenly Love. 

Evening Star 

Chorus fing the marriage fong, and defcribe Paradife* 
Aam 

Lucifer contriving Adames ruin 
Chorus fearo foi Adam, and relates Lucifer's rebel- 
lion and fall. 

Aaiv. 

l Men. 

Eve f 

Confcience cites them to God’s examination. 
Chorus bewails, and tells the good Adam hath loll. 

AftV. 
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Aav. 

Adam and Eve driven out of Paradife 
Prefented by an Angel with 

Labor^ GneG Hatred, Envy, War,“J 
Famin, Peflilence, Sicknefi, Bifcon- { 
tent. Ignorance, Fear, Death enters f * 
mtb the world, ^ 

to whom he gives their names hkewlfe Winter, Heat» 
Tempeft, tfc 
Faith j 

Hope t comfoit him and indrudl him. 

Chanty 3 

Chorus briefly concluded. 

The Deluge. Sodom. 

Dinah. Vide Eufeb- Prseparat. Evang. L, 9. C. zu 


The Perfons 

Dinah 

Debora, Refaecca^s nurfef 
Jacob, 

Simeon. 

Levi. 


Hamoi*. 

Sichem. 

Counfellors 

Nuncius. 

Chorus. 


Thamar Cuophorufa, where Juda is found to have 
been the author of that cnme, which he condemnM in 
Thamai' Thamar excufed in what flie attempted. 
The Golden Calf; or the Maflacre m Horeb. 

The Quails, Num ri 
The Murmurers, Num. 14. 

0-2 


Corah; 
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Coi-alv Dathan, Arc. Num 16,17* 

Moabiudes, Num 25 
Achau, Jofue 7 and 8. 

Jofuah in Gxbeon, Jofh 10. 

Gideon Idoloclaftes> Jud. 6, 7. 

Gideon purfmng, Jud. 8. 

Abimekch the Ufuiper, Jud. g. 

Samfon purfophorus, or Hybiifl.es, or Samfon mar* 
Tying or in Ramath Lechi, Jud* 15* 

Dagonaha, Jud 16. 

Comazontes, or the Benjaminites, or the Rioters, 
Jud 19, 20, 21 

Thenflna, a paftoral out of Ruth* 

Eliadse, Hophni and Phinehas, Sam. x, z, 3, 4, be- 
ginning with the firfl: overthrow of Ifrael by the Plu- 
lillms, interlace with Samuel^s vifion concerning Eh^s 
family 

Jonathan reftued, 1 Sam 14. 

Doeg ilandeiing, 1 Sam. zz* 

The iheep^fhearers m Carmel, a paftoral, 1 Sam. 25, 

Saul in Gilboa, x Sam. 28, 31 

David revolted, 1 Sam. from the 27 c. to the 31. 

David adulterous, 2 Sam. c. n, 12 

Tamar, 2 Sam 13. 

Achitophel, 2 Sam 15, 16, 17, 18. 

Adomah, x Reg, 2. 

Solomon Gynaecocratumenus, or Idolomargus, act 
Thyfiazufae Reg x. ii. 

Rehoboam, x Reg 12* where is disputed of a poli- 
tic religion. 

Abias 
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AhisLS Therfeus, % Reg, 14 The queen, after mucli 
difpute, as the hik refuge fent to the prophet Ahias of 
Shiio, recedes the meflage The Epitafis in that fhe 
hearing the chdd fiiall die as flie comes home, refufes 
to return, thmkmg thereby to elude tl^e oracle. The 
former part is fpent in bnngmg the iick prince forth 
as It were de&ous to Ihift his chamber and couch as 
dying men ufe, hxs father telhng him what facrifice he 
had fent for his health to Bethel and Dan , his fearlef- 
nefs of death, and putting his father in mind to fet 
[fend] to Ahiah, The Chorus of tlie elders of Ifrael, 
bemoaning his virtues bereft them, and at another time 
wondrmg why Jeroboam being bad himfelf ihouI4 ib 
grieve for hzs fon that was good, tsfr. 

Imbres, or the Showers, i Reg. 18, 19. 

Naboth crvyofan&fAm^» X Reg» ai. 

Ahab, I Reg zz. beginning at the fynod of falie 
prophets , endmg with relation of Ahab*s death , his 
body brought, Zedekiah flam by Ahab^s friends for 
his reducing (See Lavater, z Chron. 18*) 

Ehas in the mount, z Reg. z. or better, 

Elias Polemifles. 

Ehfasus Hudrocoos^ z Reg* 3* HudrophahteSji 
Aquator# 

Ehfaeus Adorodocetas. 

Blifaeus Menutes, iive in Doth^mis, 2 Reg. 6. 

Samana Liberata, z Reg. y. 

Achabasi Cunobora^meni, z Reg 9- The feene Jef, 
rael. beginning from the watchman’s difcovery of 
Jehu till he go out . in the mean while, meflage 'of 
0^3 things 
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things paffing browght to Jcaicbcl, kc* Laffiy, tkira 
hcadi of AhabN fons bi ought in, audmeffagebrngit 
of Aha:?lih^s brciluen flam on the way, iq, 

Jehu Bekcola, % Reg- lo* 

Athaluh, 2 Reg. ii. 

Amaruh Doiyalotus z Reg. 14* z Chron. 25. 

Hezccluas z Reg. 19, Hefecib 

befieg*d. The wicked hypociify of Shebiia* fpokenof 
in the 1 or theicabout of Ifambt and the commta* 
ihtion of Elmkim will ail 01 d together 

with a fa&on, that fought help fiom Egypt. 

Jofiah Alafjineaos, z Reg 23. 

Zedechiah z Reg. but the ftory is larger 

in Jeremiah 

Solym^y Halofis, winch may begin fiom a meffage 
Inought to the city, of the judgment upon Zedechiah 
and ins children in Ribla, and fo feconded with the 
burning and deftrudion of city and temple by Nebu^ 
zaradanj lamented by Jeremiah. 

Afe or jEtiuopes, z Cbron. 14. with the deppfing 
his Mother, and burning her idoh 

The three Children, Dan. 3. 

Brkifli Tiag 

1 The cloxfler king Conftans fet up by Vortiger. 

2 Vortiger poifon^d by Roena. 

3 Vortiger immur'd 

The three following were added afterwards in the 
margin 

Venuuus hulband to Cartifmandua. 


Vortiger 
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Voi tiger marrying Roena, See Speed* ReprovMby 
Vordm archbiftiop of London. Speed 

The maiTacre of the Britons by Hengift in their cup 
at Saliibury plain Malmeflbury. 

4 Sigher of the Bail Saxons revolted from the faith, 
and reclamM by Jarumang. 

5 Etheibert of the Eaft Angles flam by Ofla the 
Mercian. See Hohnflx. L 6. c 5* Speed in the Life 
of Offa and Etheibert, 

6 Sebert flam by Penda after he had left his kmg- 
dom. SeeHohnihed, p. 116 

7, Wulfer flaying his two fons, for being Chnftians. 

8 Ofliert of Northumberland flam for raviflimg the 
wife of Bernbocard, and the Danes brought m. See 
Stow Holmfli L. 6 c, 12. and efpecially Speed, 
L* 8. c 2 

9 Edmund lafl king of the Eafl: Angles martyred 
by Hmguar the Dane, See Speed, L. S. c 2. 

10, Sigebeit tyrant of the Wefl-Saxons flainby a 
Swineherd, 

1 1, Edmund brother 6f Athelltei flain by a thief at 
his own table Malmef, 

12, Edwin, fon to Edward the younger, for luft de- 
priv’d of his kingdom, or rather by faction of Monks^ 
whom he hated , together with the impoftor Danftan 

13, Edward ion of Edgar murder’d by hia Hep- 
mother, To which may be inferted the tragedy flirr’d 
up betwixt the Monks and Pneils about marriage. 

14, Ethelred, fon of Edgar, a flotfiful king, the 
rum of hi$ land by the Danes. 

0^4 15 Ceaulm, 
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fj, Ceiyhui kmg ot Wcft-St\o«s, for tyatmyde^ 
jx'a’d, 1 !rI b iu!ih\i and dying 

m Tilt. ihugliKi of the Monks of Bangotbl 
i dtilude ihn^d up> as is iaid> by Ethelbm, and k 
by Auihn the Monk, bttauft ikt Batons would not 
receive the ates oi the Roman Chinch See Bede, 
Gcfhty Monmouth, and liolmihtd, p* 104, wind 
mail begin with the convov ition of Britilh Clergy By 
AuRm to detemm fapeUluous pomtn, which by desi 
was lelufeik 

17 tdwm by xifion promis’d the kingdom ai 
Northumberland on prornde of lus convtifion, aiid 
thtiexn tihblifti’d by Rodoald kmg of Bail- Angles* 

18 Ofwm kmg of Dexra flam by Olwie, ins friend, 
kmg of Bermua, tluougk mftigation of flatterers See 
Holmflied, p 115, 

19 Sigibert of the Eaft* Angles keeping company 
with, a perfon excommunicated, flam by the fame man 
m his houfe, according as tim bifiiop Cedda had fore- 
told 

j?o Egfride king of the Northumbers flam m battel 
ngamfl: the Pifts, having before wafted Ireland, and 
made war for no reafon on men Aat ever lov’d 
the Enghfli foiewarn’d alfo by Cuthbert not to %ht 
With the Pidls 

zt Kmewulf, King of Weft Saxons, flam by Ki- 
neard m the honfe of one of his concubines* 

2 z Gunthiidis, the Damfli lady* with her hufhand 
Palirigus* and her fon, flam by appointment of the 
traitor Edncfc m kmg Ethelred’s days Holmflied, 

L 7- 
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L. 7 ^*5 'vith the inaffacre of the Dane^ at 

Oxford Speed 

23 Bnghtnck of Weft-Saxons poifon’d by his wife 
Ethelburge Offals daughtei, who dies miferably al& 
in beggary after adultery m a nunnery. Speed in 
Bithrzck. 

24, illfred in difgtiife of a miniftrel difcovers the 
Danes negligence, fets on with a mighty flaughtcr ; 
about the fame time the Devonfhire men rout Hubba 
and flay him* 

A Heroxcal poem may be founded fomewhere in Al- 
fred’s reign, efpecially at his ifluing out of Edehngfey 
on the Danes, whofe a£hons are well like thofe of U- 
lylies, 

25 Athelflan expo&ng hts brodier Edwin to the fea, 
and repenting 

26 Edgar flaying Ethelwold for falfe playin wooing, 
wherein may be fet out his pride, lufl, which he thought 
to clofe by favonag Monks and budding MonaSeries : 
alfo the diipofition of woman in EIfnda towards her 
hufband* 

27 Swane befleging JLondon, and Etbeked jpepulsM 
by the Londoners. 

28 Haiold flam in battel by WiHiam ihe Norman* 
The lirfl: feene may begin with the ghofl of Alfred, the 
fecond fon of Etheired, flam m cruel manner by God-* 
win Harold’s father, his mother and brother tfafloading 
him* 

29 Edmond Ironflde defeating the D^es at Brent- 
ford3 with his combat with Canute. 

3 30. Edmond 



[ 23 + 1 

30. Edmoftd Ironfide mmdm *d by Edrkk tk trai. 
tor, and revengM by Canute, 

31 Gunilda, daughter to king Canute and Emm, 
Wife to Henry the thud Emperor, accus’d of mck 
ftity, IS defended by her fcnglifli page m combat 
againft a giant 4 ike adverfary ; who by \m at m 
blows IS ilain, £ 5 fr. Speed in the Life of Canute, 

32, Hardiknute dying in his cups, an example t» 
not. 

33 Edward Confeflbr’s divorcemg and impnfomtig 
his noble wife Editha, Godwin’s daughter; whemnn 
fliowed Ws over-affeftion to ftrangers the caufe of God* 
win’s infurredhon, wherein Godwin’s forbearance of 
battel "prais’d, and the Englifh moderation on boti 
fides magnified. His flaefcnefs to redrefs the corrupt 
Clergy, and fuperftiuous pretence of chafiity, 

Abram from More a, or Isaac redeem’d, 
The Oeconomy may be thus. The fifth or fixtk 
day after Abraham’s departure, Eleazer Abram’s ftew*< 
ard, firfi alone, and then with the Chorus, difcourfe 
of Abraham’s ftrange voyage, their miftrefs’ forrow 
and perplexity accompanied with frightful dreams; 
and tell ihe manner of his nfing by night, taking Ms 
Servants and his fim with him. Next may come forth 
Sarah hcrfelf, after the Chorus, or Ifmael, or Agar; 
next fome ihepherd or company of merchants paffing 
through the mount in the time that Abram was in the 
midwork, relate to Sarah what they faw. Hence la- 
mentation, fears, wonders ; the matter in the mean 

while 



I *35 ] 

while dxvulgM. Aner or Efchcol> or Mamre Abram^« 
confederates come to the iioufe of Abram to be more 
certain, or to bring news , m the mean while difcourf- 
ing as the world would, of fuch an aflion divers ways, 
bewailing tiie fate of fo noble a man fain from his re- 
putation, either through dmne juihce, or fuperllition, 
or coveting to do feme notable afr through zeal. At 
length, a fervant fent from Abram relates tlie truth ; 
and laH he himfelf comes with a great tram of Melchi- 
zedec, whofe Ihepherds being fecret eye-witneffes of all 
pa^Tages had related to their mafter, and he conduced 
his friend Abraham home with joy* 


BaptIstbs. 

The Scene, the Court 

Beginning from the morning of Herod’s birth-day* 

Herod by fome Counfellor perfcaded * on his birth -» 
day to releafe John Baptift, purpofes it, caufes him to 
be fent for to the couit from pnfon The Queen hears 
of it, takes occahon to pafs wlieie he is, on purpofe, 
that under pretence of reconcilmg to him, or feeking 
to draw a kind retradion from ham of his cenfure on 
the marriage , to which end fhe fends a courtier before 
to found whether he might be perfuaded to mitigate his 


Or elft. tbc Queen may plot un 4 er pretence of begging for hia 
lib**! ty, to feek 1,0 draw him into a fnare by his freedom of fpeech* 


fentence, 
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fentencc, wliich not finding, fiie hericlf craftily a^ys, 
and on his conftancy founds an accufanon to Herod of 
a contumaaous affront on fuch a day before many 
peers, prepares the king to fome paflion, and at laft by 
her daughter’s danemg effefts it There may prolo- 
gize the Spint of Phihp, Herod’s brother. It may al- 
fo be thought, that Herod had well bedew’d himfelf 
with wine, which made him grant the eafier to Ins 
wife’s daughter. Some of his difaples alfo, as to con- 
gratulate his hberty, may be brought m, vvitli whom 
certain command of his death many compafiion- 
ing words of his difaples, bewailing his youth cut off 
m his glonous conrfe, he tellmg them bis work is done, 
and wifhmg them to follow Chnft his mafter. 

Sodom. , 

The title, Cupid’s funeral pile. Sodom bummg. 
The Scene before Lot’s gate. 

The Chorus confifts of Lot’s fhepherds come to the 
aty about fome affairs await m the evemng their maf- 
ter’s return from his evemng walk toward the aty- 
gates He brings with him two young men or youths 
of noble form After likely difcourfes prepares for 
their entertamment By then Tapper is ended, the gal- 
lantry of the town pafs by in procefiion with mufic and 
foB^ to the temple of Venus Urama or Peor, and un- 
derfiandmg of two noble ftrangers arnv’d, they fend 
two of their choiceft youth with the pneft to mvite 
to their aty folemmties, it being an hojmnr that 
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their city had decreed to all fair perfonages, as being 
facred to their Goddefs, The Angels being alkt by 
the prieft whence they are, fay they are of Salem , the 
pneft inveighs againft the find reign of Melckzedec. 
Lot, that knows their drift, anfwers thwaitly at lafl, 
of which notice given to the whole aiTembly, they 
haiien thither, tax him of prefumption, fingnlanty, 
breach of city-cufloms ; in £ne, after violence, the 
Chorus of fhepherds prepare refinance in their mailer's 
defenfe, calling the reft of the ferviture, but being 
forc’d to give back, the Angels open the door, refcue 
Lot, difcover diexnfelves, warn him to gather his 
friends and fons in law out of the aty He goes and 
returns, as having met with fome incredulous* Some 
other fnend or fon in law out of the way, when Lot 
came to his houfe, overtakes him to know his badSnefs* 
Here is disputed of incredulity of divine judgments, 
and fuch like matter ; at laft is defcnbed the partmg 
from the city , the Chorus depart mth their mailer; 
the Angels do the deed with all dreadful execution ; 
the King and Nobles of the city may come forth, and 
ferve to fet oat the terror; a ^orus of Angels con- 
cluding, and the Angels relating the event of Lot's 
journey and of his wife* The £rft Chorus beginning, 
may relate the courfc of the city each evening every 
one with mifirefs or Ganymed, gittermng along the 
ftreets, or fdaang on the banks of Jordan, or down 
the llream* At the pnell’s inviting the Angels to the 
folemnity, the Angels pitying theaa* beauty may dilute 
of love, and how it diHers from loS, feeking to wm 

them. 
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them III the laft fcenc, to the King and Nobles^ 
when the fieice thunders begin aloft, the Angel ap- 
pears all gnt with flames, which he faith arc the flames 
of true love, and tells the King, who falls down with 
terror, his jufl: fuflTenng, as alfo Athane’s, i. e Gener, 
Lot’s fon in Uw, for defpifing the continual admoni- 
tions of Lot then calhng to the thunders, lightnings, 
and fires, he bids them hear the call and command of 
God to come and deflroy a godlefs nation he brings 
them down with fome Ihort warning to otheif nations to 
take heed 

Chnft born, 

Herod maflTacnng, or Rachel weeping, Matt* 2* 

Chnfl: bound. 

Chnft crucified. 

Chnft nfen 

Lazarus Joan ii. 

Adam unparadis’d* 

The Angel Gabriel either defcending or entnng^r 
fliowing fince this globe was created, his frequency as 
much on earth, as in Heaven, defcnbes Paradife^ 
Next the Chorus fliewing the rea&n of his coming to 
keep his watch m Paradife after Lucifer’s rebellion, by 
command from God, and withal exprefiing his defire 
to fee and know more concermng this excellent new 
creature, Man* The Angel Gabnel, as by his name 
figmfvmg a prince of power, tracing Paradife with a 

more 
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How wilt thoa reafon with them, how re&te 
Their idolifms, traditions, paradoxes ? 

Error by his own arms is beft emc*<L 
Look once more ere we leave this fpecolar mount 
WeUward, much nearer by fouthweih behold 
Where on the Mgem fhore a city ftands 
Built nobly, pure the air, and light the foil, 
4thens the eye of Greece, mother of arts 
And eloquence, native to famous wits 
Or hofpitable, in her fwect receft. 

City^ or fuburban, liudious walks and lhades; 

See there the olive grove of Academe, 

Plato’s redronent, where the Attic bird 
Trills her thick-warbled notes the fammer long 5 
There llow’ry hill Hymettus with the found 
Of bees induftrious murmur oft invites 
To iludious mufing> there IHffus rolls 
His whifp’ring fbream: within the walls then view 
The fchools of ancient fages ; his who bred 
Great Alexander to fubdue the world, 

Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next : 

There fhalt thou hear and learn the fecret power 
Of harmony in tones and numbers hit 
By voice or hand, and varioos-meafur’d verfe, 
jEolian charms and Dorian lyiic odes. 

And his who gave them breath, but higher fang. 
Blind Melefigenes thence Homer call’d# 

Whofe poem Phosbus challeng’d for his owtu 
Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 
In Chorus or lambfe tochers bdi 
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to Hs penalty The Chorus buefly concludes* Com* 
pare this with the fonner draught* 

Scotch Hories, oi rather Bntifh of the North parts. 

A T H R 1 c o flam by Nacholochus, whofe daughter 
he had raviiht, and this Natholochus ufurping thereon 
the kingdom^ fecks to flay the, kindred of Athuco, who 
fcape him and conipire agamfl him. He fends to a 
witch to know the event. The wjtch tells the mciTen- 
ger* that he is the man fliall flay Natholochus he de- 
tefls It, but m his journey home changes his mmd, and 
performs it Scotch Chron. Englifb, p. 68 69 
D y F r n E and Donwalp, a fluiige flory of 
witchcraft, and murder difcover^d and reveng’d, 
Scotch Story, 149, 

H A I E, the Plwman, who with his two fons that 
were at plough running to the battel that was between 
the Scots and Danes in the next field, fiaid the flight 
of his countrymen, renew’d the battel, and caus’d the 
viSoty, Scotch flory, p. 155- 
Kenneth, who having pmily poifon^d Malcolm 
Dtiffee, that his own fon might fucceed, is flam by 
Feflella. Scotch Hifi p 157, 158, 

Macbeth, beginning at the arrival of Malcoto 
at Mackdufle The matter of Duncan may be ex- 
prefs’d by the appeanng of his ghofL 

Moabitxpes or Phineas. 

The Epitafis whereof may he in the contention, firfl: 
between the father of Zimn and Eleazejv whether he 

tought] 
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[ought] to have flam his fon without kw. Next> the 
cmbafladors of the Moabites expoftuktmg about Cofti 
a ftranger and a noble woman flam by Phineas* It 
may be argued about reformation and pumfliment ille- 
gal, and, as it were by tumult, after all arguments 
driven home, then the word of the Lord may be 
brought, acquitting and approving Phineas. 

Christvs Patiens. 

The fcene m the garden beginning from the coming 
thither till Judas betrays, and the ofncers lead him 
away The lefl by meflage and Choi us. His agon,y 
may rccen e noble expreflions. 
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